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CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWSEll 

Mr. RICHARDSON 

AND 

Lady ECHLIN. 



lO MR* RICHARDSON. 

Feb. 23, 1754. 

1 Am in haste to assure you. Sir, I shall 
never think you an intruder : — Does not 

naughty Lady B say her loving sister is 

a bold intruder ; but, this dear, cross crea- 
ture shall not discourage me from returning 
thanks for your last obliging favour. 

If I could entertain a low opinion of Mr. 
Richardson, I should think him less sincere 

VOL. V. B than 
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2 LADT BCHLIN 

than polite. Upon my word. Sir, a very 
grand-mother is not proof against flattery. 
Do you know that I am a grand-mamma 
much sooner than I wished — a litfle too early 
in life, I think ; because f could not natu* 
rally support a gravity consistent with the 
venerable character* But don't imagine me 
a modish fine lady, affecting youthful airs, 
because vanity is fashionable. No, Sir ; I 
am perhaps the oldest woman of my years, 
in this genteel town. So uncouth in my 
manners, and morals, shall I say, that many 
people older than myself, think me intolera- 
bly stupid, or at least, a woman without 
taste ! I do not understand whist, nor play 
any one game at cards ; and, consequently, 
avoid routs, drums, &c. I am wedded to 
my own apartment, and seldom engaged 
abroad : yet fear I waste as much time 
in my retirement, . as they do, who trifle it 
away at a card-table. My private amuse- 
ment and employment is innocent, I hope; 
but am extreme faulty in not being always 

usefully 
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usefully employed ; and now, I alm^Bt de« 
spise myself and ail mankind. Can any 
mortal peruse your fine, delicate lesson m^ 
touched with self-reproach ? 

And are you in. earnest. Sir? l>o you 
really expect correction from your humble 
servant ? I admire your raillery vastly. 
Some people here are not pleased with the 
latter part of this history ; and, they suppose 
it was not written by Mr. Richardson's inimi- 
table pen. I have not yet perused the vo« 
lume, which causes suspicion among critics: 
some of the Italian scenes, are thought tedi- 
ous repetition ; and impatient readers com- 
plain of your prolixity : these complainers 
have neither taste nor judgment, I am sure; 
and I should not have mentioned these in* 
sensibles, but that I resolved to tell you all I 
have heard. It is injudicious to pronounce 
a work faulty, when only a few inconsidera- 
ble specks appear, which cannot lessen the 
conspicuous beauty of an excellent piece. 
Your great admirer, MnTickell,loudly praises 
B a your 
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-* LADY BCHLIN 

your admirable production ; and so highly 
resents the ill-treatment you have met with 
from his (once favourite) bookseller, he will 
never more have any dealings with him. I 
wonder at my assurance in writing to Mr. 
Richardson. I begin to think, with Lady 

B , that I ought not to teaze you with 

reading my insipid stuff: only give me leave 
to mention your warm friend, the Rev. Mr. 
HiWesley. This worthy gentleman has ac- 
quainted Lady Lambard with the cruel treat- 
ment you have received from bad people 
here, which is folly explained to her Lady- 
ship, by your narrative addressed to me ; and 
this good lady is particularly surprised at the 
bookseller, George Faulkner, for she thought 
him a very honest man. 

Although Lady Lambard resides at this 
court, the favourite companion of our pre- 
sent gracious Queen here, she is not a court 
lady in my sense of that character, and, 
therefore, a candid intimacy subsists be- 
tween her and me. I am persuaded her sin- 
cerity 
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WITH UR. BICHABDSON* 5 

cerity IS equal to her good understanding ; 
she kindly obliges me with her cheerful con- 
versation ; we do not visit each other cere- 
moniously — our meeting is friendly^ and 
this, you must allow, is not courtly. 

I am charmed with the Rev. Mr. HiU 
desley's amiable character — he is a primitive 
Christian — and most sincerely I wish to see 
him dignified as his great merit justly de- 
serves. Cannot your keen penetration guess 
where I would place this pious divine ? Is 
this good clergyman, our exemplary Doctor 
Bartlett ? I tell Lady Lambard, he is the man. 

Excuse me, good Sir, for detaining you 
too long, I will not say, I do not desire to 
hear from you again ; but shall liot request 
a favour inconvenient to you ; though I 

must assure you, that Lady B cannot 

be more sensibly pleased with a proof of Mr. 
Richardson's regard, than 

Your faithful, 
obliged humble servant, 

Eliza Echlin. 
b3 to 
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TO LADY SCHLIN. 



Zondojif March }g,n Si. 

jC our Ladyship does me great honour in 
the hatse you were pleased to say you were in, 
to assure me that you shall never think me 
an intruder. Naughty Lady B— — , indeed, 
do I join with your Ladyship to call that dear 
sister of your's ; who has imputed to you a 
character that I cannot forgive her for, nor 
repeat after her. 

But what had I written, that the word 
Jlatterer could rise to your Ladyship's 
thoughts, as imputable to me ? Believe me. 
Madam, I am incapable of flattery. Yet 
do I love to praise an excellence wherever I 
find it. Your sister^ your dear sister, know8| 
that I never cease to blame or praise, as th^ 
occasion offers ; and she will tell you, how 
often I have experienced her forgiving good- 
ness 
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ness for my boldness and rurticity. She is^ 
indeed^ the most forgiving and patient cor- 
respondent that ever I had ; and I have been, 
und am, honoured by many excellent ones of 
her sex. 

By this time I hope your ladyship has 
honoured me with the acceptance of a com- 
plete set of the history of Sir Charles Grandi- 
80n, in octavo, from Mr. Main» who has 
orders to that purpose, as soon as they can 
be handsomely bound. You must not^ 
Madam, refuse them. I hope you will not. 

I shall be glad if what I have added to tha 
last volume, relating to the injury done me 
by the Dublin booksellers, meets with your 
approbation, and that of the wwthy Mr. 
Tickell. 

I have seen a paper of Faulkner's which 
contains several pompous queries, all tending 
to exalt himself, and pufF his paper. Poor 
man ! I am afraid that what I have added to 
the last volume relating to him,, will come 
yery unseasonably for him^ and will be too 
B 4 home 
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8 MB,« RICHARDSON 

home an answer, for his peace of mind, to 
some of the queries he puts. 

My case is referred to, as I printed it at 
first ; and Main has some of them. Your 
Ladyship will command from him as many as 
you please. It will be seen in that, how 
tenderly I treated this impenetrable man, 
till he provoked me to lay before the public 
extracts from bis own hypocritical letters. I 
wonder what his brethren in iniquity will 
say to him on some of them. 

By what I have heard of the gaiety and 
luxury of the Dublin ladies, they go beyond 
our English ladies in both, if possible. Yet^ 
your Ladyship to be such a phoenix in the 
midst of «uch dissipation ! — How I admire 
you ! — Not understand whist ! — nor play 
any one game at cards, and avoid routs, 
drums: — wedded to your own apartment, 
and seldom engaged abroad! No wonder 
that many ladies older than yourself think 
you tasteless. But how much must you. 
Madam, despi^ these gadflies of a summer's 
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day ! or, rather, of a winter's day ; for 
their summer is probably passed. 

Am I in earnest, your demand, when I 
ask for your Ladyship's correction ? I am* 
And I thank you, Madam, for telling me 
the faults, that are found in the history, I 
cannot guess at those parts of it, which you 
say are supposed not to be written by the 
same pen. Every reader must judge for him 
or herself, as to the supposed prolixity. I 
I am contented that he or she should. But 
be so good. Madam, as to let me know 
what you think blemishes. By your kind 
censure, and by that of such a gentleman as 
Mr. Tickell,, I shall be instructed. Believe 
me. Madam, I ask not for compliments : 
and let me assure you, that among my nu- 
merous faults, tenaciousness is not imputed 
to roe as one. 

I am greatly obliged to the Rev. Mr. Hil- 

desley for interesting so warmly in my favour, 

such an excellent person as your Ladyship 

mentions Lady Lambarid to be# I had once 

fi 5 the 
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10 MR. BICHAIBSOK^ &C. 

the honour of a gbort visit from him^ which 
he reminded me of in a very kind letter he 
wrote to me some months ago^ resenting the 
treatment I had met with from Ireland. I 
answered his letter in grateful terms^ as it 
well deserved ; but have not heard from him 
since. I enquired into his character from 
the pleasure his letter gave me. I am in 
love with it. Were I a man in power, I 
would consult your Ladyship, and make way 
for so good a man to the highest, and this as 
much or more, for the sake of his fellow- 
subjects, as for his own. What delight, in such 
case, should I take, in drawing from their ob- 
scurity, such good men as Mr. Hildesley ! 
What vanity in me ! Excuse this instance of 
it — as it looks as if I thought myself above be^ 
ing corrupted by power, were it put into my 
hands. I am equally delighted and honour-i 
ed by your Ladyship's concluding paragraph. 
Believe me to be, with the highest regard. 
Madam, your most obliged and faithful 
humble Servant, 

S. RiCHABDSOK. 
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TO MB. RICHARBSOK. 

Aug. I2y ]754» 

JL Am glad my opinion agrees with your's. 
Sir, concerning the conclusion of Sir Charles 
Grandison^s history ; and that my senti* 
ments concur with your wishes, in relation 
to the Porretta family, and Count of Bel- 
vedere. Can a sensible woman treat this 
worthy man with contempt ? But some 
females are such fashionable ladies, they 
regard neither manners, morals, nor con- 
stancy, in a lover. These modish ladies 
must allow me to think they are as unjust 
to real merit, as those fine polite gentlemen, 
who declare their dislike to Sir Charles 
Grandison, because he is much too religious 
and virtuous. Alas ! Sir, you have thrown 
away pearb upon brutish mortals. 

b6 I shall 
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12 LADY ECHLIN 

I shall acquiesce with what you tell me ; 
for I am sensible I differ with many readers 
concerning Clementina. Pray allow me to 
think Lady Grandison the most amiable 
woman upon earth ; she is uniformly good 
upon principle : yet, I must think, there is 
too much parade and compliment in her 
admiration of Clementina, and a very un- 
natural warmth in her unbounded profession 
of friendship for that lady. But I am not 
blind to your laudable intention. Every 
woman ought to thank you for the honour 
done to our sex, in the character of Miss 
Byron. Great is our obligation to you, 
when the generality of mankind entertain a 
contemptible opinion of woman. 

Lady Lambard tells me her visit to you 
was unluckily timed ; but you were kind in 
making amends for that disappointment, 
which obliged her very much. I am glad 
you have seen my charming friend ; that 
short interview confirmed the high opinion 
she had long before entertained of good 

Mr. 
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WITH MR. RICHARDSON. 13 

Mr. Richardson : and I hope she did not 
forget to do me justice in assuring you of 
my stedfast regard for the ingenious author 
of Grandison. I suppose you mentioned 
the Rev. Mr. Hildesley to her : she could 
acquaint you with the brightest part of his 
character ; knowing that he really is, what 
every clergyman ought to be, an exemplary, 
good Christian. 

I congratulate, you. Sir, on your lucky 
meeting with Mr. Hildesley. I hope he 
has banished from your mind all suspicion 
concerning himself Pray tell me what this 
worthy gentleman has done ; and wherein I 
am faulty. What have we been guilty of? 
Surely you will not chide him for his hu- 
mility ; nor reprove me for being just. 

I admire and honour your reverend friend, 
the learned Doctor Young. His instructive 
pen assures me he is great and good : his 
Woeful Complaint charms me; and his 
Divine Thoughts delight my soul. I value 
and regard Doctor Young's excellent work, 

as 
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as he does Mr, How*« Devout Meditations. 
Never shall I lay it out of my reach. Give 
me leave to transcribe three lines : I think 
it a beautiful part of that all-lovely piece ; 
and proud am I to say, it exactly agrees 
with my own way of thinking : 

O ! lost to Virtue ! lost to manly thought ! 
Lost to the noble sallies of the soul ! 
Who think it solitude to be alone. 

Often have I repeated this, when a mis- 
taken civility, or real good nature, would 
scarcely permit a kind creature to leave me 
quite alone. I am thankful to Doctor 
Young for his happy thought, which i^ my 
resource on pressing occasions. Is it not 
astonishing, that so many sensible people 
should have such an aversion to retirement, 
as to think . it a most melancholy thing to 
spend a few hours alone. I heartily pity 
them ; and thank God that it is not my own 
case. 

Have not I told you more than once. Lady 

B 
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B is not pleased at my corresponding 

with you. She has almost scolded her sister 
for troubling Mr. Richardson with her 
scribble : but I havie desired her to be quiet, 
promising that I would not be very trouble- 
some to her worthy friend. Will this ex* 
plain what you did not understand. 

Pray, Sir, ask Lady B if she sees a 

similarity between Charlotte Grandison and 
a comical lady, who was formerly called 
Miss Do. I discover a strong resemblance 
in their lively wit and humour. This merry 
girl (Miss Do) was my intimate acquaintance 
in the days of yore ; and my Lady B 
ever was, and is, her inseparable companion. 
You may wonder, perhaps, if I add, she stiH 
continues so strongly attached to this Do, 
that she loves her rather better than her dear 
good Sir Roger. Don't ask me how is this ? 
liet Lady B- — - explain it. 

You mortify me with mentioning the in- 
tended agreeable meeting in Oxfordshire, 
because I cannot partake of that desirable 

pleasure ; 
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pleasure ; however, I sincerely wish yon 
may meet at my dear friend's happy dwel- 
ling, where I have spent many cheerful days; 
and all our halcyon years we enjoyed to- 
gether in Lancashire. She will be sensibly 
pleased to see you^ Sir, at Waterstock. I 
do not know a more valuable woman. A 
discreet widow is not a common character : 
but I have the pleasure to be intimately ac- 
quainted with several who merit that honour- 
able distinction. I cannot help smiling at 
your applying for materials, in case you should 
draw another beautiful picture. Where did 
you find that excellent woman, grandmother 
IShirley ? You may meet with a prudent 
widow in the same quarter. 

I did not mention any thing relating to 
the pirates in my last letter, believing you 
were better informed from Mr. Main, whom 
I might suppose could not be a stranger to 
their proceedings, since the publication of 
your last volume. I have cause to think the 
book has not been reprinted in Dublin ; and 

am 
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am told^ the wicked booksellers are disap- 
pointed, for they have not made any profit 
by their stolen goods. What Faulkner, or 
any of his shameless brethren, may do, in 
attempting to answer you, I cannot tell ; 
but am sure they have not yet published any 
thing relating to your affair. It would 
afford me real pleasure to give you the 
most satisfactory information ; and wish 
I had power equal to my inclination, to 
oblige or serve you. 

I am sorry to tell you, our worthy friend 
Mr. Tickell, is not well : he ha& had a dan>« 
geroiis fit of illness. His constitution is 
delicate ^ and am afraid it is violently 
shocked by the severe disorder. He never 
injured his health by any sort of intempe-i 
ranee ; but he has too large a stock of spirits 
for his corporeal strength. I am anxiously 
concerned for him and his fcimily^ a very 
young wife^ five lovely little children, and 
a tender naother in the utmost distress^ 
Mrs. Tickell is an excellent woman, the besfe 
. . parent 
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parent in the world. I wish she was not 
so excessively fond of this darling son : for 
her own peace of mind I wish it. And I 
trust in God she will be released from her 
present perturbation, by his perfect recovery. 
There is a cordial friendship between this 
lady and me. She is a rational companion i 
a very wise widow; a widow^ indeed^ though 
she is not an old woman. 

I cannot believe you are in earnest, when 
you express a fear of my thinking you mean-» 
Spirited. Pray, Sir, what do you think of 
my spirit, when you so carefully avoid put- 
ting me to the expence of postage ? I have 
ft good mind to give you a lecture upon 
frugality; but will spare you at present^ 
and defer it to another opportunity, if yoa 
provoke me to expatiate on this subject. 

1 wish you may not see cause to think me 
hnpertinent or silly ; but I am yet unde^ 
termined whether to consent or not, to your 
perusing all I have written concerning Cla- 
rissa. What has passed between my sister 

and 
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Und me on this subject signifies little. I 
have told you, we differ widely in opinion ; 
you know her thoughts upon the whole, and 
I have partly acquainted you with mine. I 
was in England at the time you published 
this History, and finished the reading it in 
Lancashire, with Lady B — ; and this fa- 
vourite subject was our daily conversation. 
It is impossible to describe what I suffered 
from the shocking parts of the story ; in 
l^hort, the woeful complicated distress at- 
tending innocence, virtue, and religion, af- 
fected me strangely, and prevented my giv- 
ing a reasonable attention to the moral. I 
was sensible of the author's laudable inten- 
tion, but shall ever think him mistaken in 
the method towards accomplishing his seve- 
ral great ends. Too sure I am, the good 
design is not effectually answered. Although 
I presume to think particular parts faulty, 
this piece has many glaring beauties, which 
do not escape my admiration. I am afraid 
I shall lose an admir^r^ if I acquaint you 

with 
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with the whole chain of my self-sufficiency 'r 
however, I will not deny, that, in the midst 
of my intolerable vexation, I endeavoured 
to divert my thoughts from horrible scenes 
by the strength of fancy, and contented my- 
self with supposing that I had discovered 
some mistakes in Clarissa's story, which were 
owing to your being misinformed. The spi- 
rit of imagination caught first hold of my 
pen, and a huge heap of undigested matter 
it produced, with no other view than to 
please myself. I cannot, without blushing, 
confess, that I weakly attempted to imitate 
an eminent pen, and am astonished at my 
folly in inaking such a vain attempt. I never 
had patience to copy this bold piece of stuff; 
but I know every page wants amendment 
and all imaginable correction : and here I 
have let you into a secret, which your late 
request tempted me ta discover ^ but yon 
must not expect to see my poor attempt to 
blot out of Clarissa's story some very disa* 
greeable circumstances. liady B — has pe^ 

rused 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITH MR. RICHARDSON. 21 

rused this original piece of assurance, but 
the scrawl is not in her hands. 

After I had finished the above written, I 
received a melancholy account from my af- 
flicted friend. Dear good woman, I sensi- 
bly feel what she suffers ; but cannot ex- 
press my real concern. — Can only add, not 
with dry eyes, the will of God be done !— 
Believe me, good Sir, 

Your's, &c. 

E. 



TO LADT ECHLIN. 

Sept. 12, 1754. 

Good Mr. Xictell ! How much I am 
concerned for him ! What an affecting let- 
ter is that of his sorrowing mother ! But 
these* attacks are sometimes attended with 
great recoveries. May that be his case, for 

his 
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his own sake, for his lady's sake, for his 
childrens^ and bis (at present) unhappy mo* 
ther's ! What a truly pious prayer does she 
conclucle with ! It .was impossible but I 
should begin with this affecting subject. 
Thank God, that, in the close of your let-r 
ter, you can tell me he is better ! May the 
Almigbty perfect his recovery ! — Now to 
other subjects. 

I have the vanity to think, that Sir Charles 
Grandison meets with some slights from gay 
spirits, because bis actions are opposed to 
their's, and he is proposed to them for an 
example. 

Again I rejoice in the preference given to 
Harriet by your Ladyship ; yet if you think 
^' there is too much parade and compliment 
in her admiration of Clementina, and a very 
unnatural warmth in her unbounded profes* 
sions of friendship for that lady,*' I am ap* 
prebensive that it is so : and it is doubly 
kind in your I^yship to excuse it on account 
of the honour intended to be conferred on 

1 the 
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the sex^ in producing such an instance of 
female magnanimity, ^* at a time (as you ara 
pleased to observe) when the generality of 
men affect to entertain a contemptible opi^ 
nion of women." 

Lady Lambard acquainted me with your 
Ladyship's favour to me. Mr. Hildesley was 
pot forgot to be mentioned between us. I 
mentioned to him, in a letter, how greatly 
he was esteemed by Lady Echlin, as well as 
by Lady Lambard. And thus the modest 
gentleman (for his letter is all beautiful, but 
too humble diffidence) writes : " When you 
next write to Lady Echlin, will you be sq 
good as to do me the particular favour of 
signifying how much I honour her Ladyship 
on account of her being the occasion of the 
republication of How's Meditations, and 
of it? reaching my hands through Lady Lam- 
bard's.** I never, Madam, had any suspi- 
cions of Mr. Hildesley ; I was only afraid of 
appearing in his eyes less worthy than I was 
willing to h^ thought, as he had once fa- 
voured 
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voured me with his good opinion^ and is so 
good a man. 

I am greatly honoured by your Ladyship's 
correspondence. Let us not mind Lady 
B — ; let her be contented, that nobody 
grudges the fondness for Miss Do ; that 
every one, on the contrary, applauds her for 
it, and is almost as fond of her as she can 
be. 

I am more desirous than ever of being fa- 
voured with your Ladyship's remarks on the 
History of Clarissa, now you have told me 
of what nature your objections were, and 
that you have given the story a different 
turn, I would not be impertinently pres- 
sing ; but if your Ladyship has the shadow of 
an inclination to favour me, encourage it. 
No fear of losing an admirer by the in- 
dulgence. I wish you not to have it trans- 
cribed ; I ever admired the first flowings of 
a fine imagination. I long to be obliged ! 
A safe return, you may depend upon ; and 
neither your good sister nor her Miss Do 

shall 
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lihall know a syllable of the precious trast. 
I am glad it is not in her hands ; I hope — 
but dare not say more just now, for fear of 
being thought too bold and intruding. 

I rejoice in the enumeration of your ex- 
cellent widows.; a character I so much re- 
vere. Mrs. Green I have the happiness to 
know : she does me and mine great horwur 
when she visits us. I wish, in her airings^ 
she would oftener favour us with looking in 
vpon us : I hope she has the goodness to 
excuse returns. My wife is a very worthy 
woman ; but I cannot prevail upon her to 
be, where she ought, a visitor ; but she re-» 
joices in the visits of her and my friends, 
and adopts all my adopted daughters, a$ 
her's, with an openness and unreserve, and 
affection, that has not niany exam{des. Your 
Ladyship mentions not a very worthy maiden 
gentlewoman, pretty much advanced in 
years, who constantly attends our good Mrs. 
Green. I hope. Madam, you have not the 
same prepossessions in disfavour of old 

voii. V. c maids 
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maids, in general, that your dear sister. Lady 
B — has ; inspired, I dare say, by that lively 
Miss Do. O 1 how have I scolded her for 
it. That fault was thrown into Lady G — 's 
character on purpose (on Lady B — 's ac- 
count) to be corrected by Harriet ; but to no 
purpose ! the scandal remains ! the instruc-^ 
tion is unheeded I How hard is it to rein 
in lively imaginations, especially when blessed 
with he^th and spirits ! But, as I hinted, 
this Miss Do is ever at her elbow. Pray, 
Madam, be so good as to tell me how you 
managed with this Miss Do, when you were 
unmarried ladies ; your sister, I mean, and 
you, and your other noble sister, the 
Countess ? Miss Do, I presume, was so 
early as that a favourite with Lady B — , and 
put her often, I reckon, upon lively pranks, 
that made you sometimes hardly know what 
to do with her. Lady B— has owned to 
me, in the progress of her letters, before I 
had the honour to know her real name, that 
she had two sisters, both of whpm had 

a graver 
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a graver turn than herself. I think I once 
understood her, that she scrupled not (though 
younger sister, if I remember right) to pull 
caps, in good humoured roguery. But it 
must have been when she was entirely un- 
der the dominion of Miss Do ; for, at the 
same time, she declared that never sister 
loved her sisters as she did her's. I could say 
many things of her from herself, that she 
thinks I have forgotten ; and wbicb, writing 
by a fictitious name (that of Balfour) she 
the more securely wrote to one whom she 
believed would never know her real one. 
What a delightful spirit has she ! What a 
•charming vein . of humour ! Dearly do I 
love her 1 Greatly do I admire her ! There 
is a grace inimitable in whatever she says 
or does ! Who can think not quite right 
things wrong in Lady B — ? 

She has threatened me, on our corre- 
spondence ; and I have taken the liberty to 
threaten her. She says, she knows how to 
set us together by the ears, and perhaps will 
^ c 2 do 
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do it. I have boldly returned her menace^ ; 
and if she attempts to do so, I will be as 
mischievous as I can^ and tell her, now your 
Ladyship has hinted it to me, of Miss Do, 
and so forth. 

I must once more mention the pleasure 
you give me in letting me know, that Mn 
Tickell is better. You have interested me 
greatly in his recovery. What an excellent 
lady must his mother be ! One of your La- 
dyship's justly favourite widows ! — Oblige 
me. Madam, as opportunity offers, with 
farther intelligence of a health so precious 
to all who know him, and are related to him. 

Silence me by a direct negative, good 
Madam, if you think me too bold in repeat- 
ing my request, to be entrusted with the pe- 
rusal of the amended History of Clarissa. 
Now I recollect. Lady B — once hinted to 
me, that there was a lady who had wrote it 
in her own way ; and I thought she herself 
was that lady. I am. Madam, with the 
greatest respect, &c. 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSO>r. 

Sept. 2Tr 1754. 

J. Thank you, dear Sir, for your tender 
concern, good wishes, and hearty prayer for 
my worthy friend, Mr. TickcU. I have the 
satisfaction to assure you, his late disorder 
has not so greatly impaired his strength, nor 
sunk his spirits, to that miserably low state, 
which bis over anxious mother's fear, made- 
her apprehend. God be praised, she is com- 
forted, by a hopeful appearance of her be- 
loved son's perfect recovery. He is pretty 
well in health, at present, thank God. 

I protest I am at a loss, how to answer 
some parts of your last obliging favour. Give 
me leave to say, you have more good-nature, 
humility, and patience, than any other man 
upon earth, or you certainly are the greatest 
hypocrite under the sun. If I could suspect 
ca. Mr. 
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Mr. Richardson's veracity, I shodd look txp^ 
on your submission to mv inferior judgment 
as a polite piece of complaisance. I begin ta 
fear, yout think me too peremptory, and self- 
sufficient ; if so, you resolve perhaps, to ac- 
quiesce, rather than contend, with a posi- 
tive woman. You are extremely indulgent, 
and I ought to thank you, for every favour'^ 
able allowance you af!brd me, who have not 
any of that delightful,, spirited wit, and 
charming vein of humour, which plead ex- 
cuse for not quite right things in Lady 
B • 

Mrs. Bielfour has given you a right noti'oi^ 
of this mad-cap, and I could tales unfold ; 
but. — I never could manage her ; nor will 
I have any more boxing-bouts with Madam 
— — . If our favourite charming Harriet, 
cannot make this sprightly lady blush a little^ 
at her unreasonable aversion ; or, at least, 
silence her exclamation against old maids, I 
pronounce her incurable. 

The worthy maiden you mention, isaa 

honourable 
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honourable woman. I really believe, I was 
fond of this good-natured aunt Catharine, 

before I could speak. Lady B is as weH 

acquainted with her real worth ; but, I will 
not tell all I know, because you are suf- 
ficiently informed already. I most sincerely 
love this ungovernable Lady B ; we al- 
ways were affectionate siste. s, although her 
over- hasty disposition, . did not ^together 
please my graver turn. She has been blest 
with constant good health, and, thank God, 
she still enjoys that great blessing. I ever 
was, and am, less happy in this respect ; and 

yet this lady B , with her high health, 

and a continual flow of fine spirits, never 
was active in using necessary exercise : that 
neglect, is attended with a consequent 
which gives me concern ; because it renders 
her incapable of using that exercise, which 
I think needful for preserving health. I 
cannot help pitying a human creature, load- 
ed with fat ; it ever was my endeavour ta 
guard against that heavy condition y and I am 
c A very 
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very thankful^ that I can reap benefit and 
pleasure from ray nimble feet, and a trotting 
horse. 

After much ado about nothing, let me 
assure you. Sir, I have more than the shadow 
of an inclination to oblige you. I willingly 
comply with your request. Pray, dear Sir, 
call not the fragment, you desire to peruse, 
the amended History of Clarissa. I have 
only attempted to alter particular parts 
abruptly. It is, in short a medley, I told you 
I had weakly endeavoured to imitate. No 
matter what I intended by some foolish 
things, thrown amongst the heap— if you 
can read it, you shall. 

After scribbling this long epistle, I have 
not fully, I think, answered your last letter. 
Here is enough, however, to try your pa^- 
tience ; allow me at present^ to subscribe 
myself^ 

Your obliged, &c. 

E. 
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TO LADY ECHLIN. 

October 10, 1754. 

-OlLLOW me to congratulate your Lady* 
ship on Mr, Tickell's amendment, and the 
prospect of his perfect recovery. I join 
with you, Madam, to bless God for it. 

Lady Bradshaigh acquaints me, that she, 
as well as your Ladyship, meets with persons 
who quarrel with Sir Charles Grandison. 
They are welcome. A good character is a 
gauntlet thrown out. As some apprehend 
it reflects upon tliem selves, they perhaps 
think they have a rigb.t to be affronted. 
The character of a mere mortal cannot 
ought not, to be quite perfect. It. is suf. 
ficient, if its errors be not premeditated, 
wilful, and unrepented. of : and I shall re- 
joice if there be numbers of those, who find 
fault with the more perfect characters in the 
c 5 piece, 
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piece, because of their errors, and wha 
would be themselves above being guilty of 
the like in the same situation. Many things 
are thrown out in the several characters, on 
purpose to provoke friendly debate; and 
perhaps as trials of the reader's judgment^ 
manners, taste, and capacity. I have often sat 
by in company, and been silently pleased 
with the opportunity given me, by different 
arguers, of looking into the hearts of some 
of them, through windows that at other 
times have been close shut up. This is an 
advantage that will always be given by fami- 
liar writing,, and by characters drawn fron> 
common life. A living author, who suc- 
ceeds tolerably, will have more enemies than 
a dead one. A time will come, and perhaps 
it is not far off, when the writer of certain 
moral pieces will meet with better quarter 
from his very cerisurers. His obscurity — a 
man in business pretending to draw charac- 
ters for warning to one set of people; for 
instruction to another : Presumptuous ! — 
1 But 
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But enough of this subject. I ought to 
be and am abundantly satisfied with the 
kind reception given to what I have ob- 
truded upon the worW, in a new light, and 
m the approbation of many truly pious and 
good. 

Your Ladyship is at a loss, you say, to 
answer some parts of my last letter. You 
are pleased to magnify my patience and hu- 
mility : For what ? — For having a great 
opinion of your judgment, and for inviting 
your correction. " Either (you say) I have 
more good-nature tba» any man on earth, 
or am certainly the greatest hypocrite under 
the sun." From the knowledge I hope I 
have of my own heart, with that whole heart 
I disclaim hypocrisy, the lowest of all vices, 
ingrafitude excepted. Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend ; and can it require any 
great degree of patience to hear characters 
blamed that were not intended to be per- 
fect? What battles have yoiw beloved 
sister and I fought!* She has reason to 
c Q blame - 
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blame me for my rusticity, rather than for 
my yielding. 

Your Ladyship could tales unfold, I hope 

Lady B will not be quiet, that you may 

be provoked to unfold them. I am particu- 
larly glad, that your Ladyship has not the 
dislike to a certain class of females whom that 
lady is so fond of satirizing. O ! how have 
I used her on this oeca^on! She can 
hardly forbear : but just touches them now, 
and away. I think I have made her half 
afraid. But this Miss Do— Let us join 
forces, Madam, against this Miss, Do. 
There is not a better kdy on earth than 
your sister, when Miss Do is out of th^ 
way. Strange ! that so excellent a lady 

as Lady B (your Ladyship's sister) 

should be so milled by such a flirt as Miss 
Do. — ^Yet, not so very strange neither : for 
I know not how it is, but I myself, though 
I could sometimes beat Miss Do, see some- 
thing to be pleased with in that lively girl. 
Favour me, dear Madam, with the history 
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of this young lady, and her airs> that I may 
either Uke her more or less. I am sure she 
must have some good qualities^ or she could 
never have had such an interest in the 
heart of a sister of Lady Echlin. 

O that I could have the honour to see you 
two dear sisters under my happy roof ! Lady 

B gives me hope, that she will be in 

liOndon this -winter* Then would your Lady- 
ship and I, if there were occasion, join ; but 
there would be no occasion. She would be 
all goodness* Miss Do would n6t be with 
h^r. She never once, io the visits sheho^ 
noured me with, when last in town^ brought 
that girl with her. She only is her compa- 
nion in her closet or dressing-room; and 
now-and-then writes a paragraph for her 
there. And my lady is, in her absence, so^ 
mild, so meek. — ^Bless us. Madam ! you can- 
not think how mild ! how meek ! — And I am 
so aukward, for not seeing any thing re- 
proveable in her, yet remembering many 
flightinesscs in her writing, that I know not 
how to behave myself to her. 

A thou-. 
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A thousand thanks to your Ladyship for 
your kind compHance with my request, to be 
entrusted with your papers on the History 
of Clarissa. When? By what way will 
they come ? I was in hopes that the per- 
mission, and notice of the transmission, 
would have been given in the same letter^ 
They shall be very safe when they arrive, 
and attend your Ladyship^s commands in: 
the return. 

I have written to Mr. Skelton. Let me 
intreat ydur acceptance of his Discourses 
from me» Your Ladyship would greatly 
oblige me, if you could inform me of any 
thing I or mine could do here, to give you. 
pleasure 

I am. Madam, &c« 

S. RiCHARDSOK. 
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TO MR. HICHARDSOIf.' 

Villaruse, Jan. 22, 1755;- 

CORIPASSION for you Sht,* kept me sf- 
lent. Mr, Richardson, said Ij haa probably 
perused all my scrawled papers ; justty then, 
may he say, be has had enough of nty sony 
pen-work,, if his politeness would permit 
him to own it. I did repent, but it was a toa 
late repentance. 

Mr. Tickell, is surprisingly well^ he never 
was in better spirits, I hear, than at present. 
I have not seen him, or his good mother,, 
since Mr. Tickell's recovery ; his long ill- 
ness, deprived me of her company here ; and 
never once, have I seeft the gay town fron^ 
June to January. I can spend the winter 
season, at this retired place» pleasantly, which 
is indeed, very surprising to some folks. Fine 
kdies and I differ widely in opinion, particu- 
larly 
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larly concerning rational pleasure. If I shouH 
recommend thcRev.Mr. Skelton's instructive 
discourses to their perusal, they would call 
me a Methodist, no doubt ; and I should be 
as little affronted with that, as I am at their 
thinking me a strange, old-fashioned, hum- 
drum creature. 

I heartily wish every Christian would read and 
wisely consider Mr Skelton's fine and pious 
lessons* I admire the warmth of this learned 
gentleman's zeal ; it is- laudable and neces- 
sary, "especially in an age like this, which, 
for its coldness (he observes) may be called 
the winter of Christianity." A melancholy 
truth, elegantly expressed. I have only pe- 
rused a small part, . of this divine piece, and 
am greatly delighted with what I have read. 
Surely he is a heavenly man. I am very 
fond of Dr. Clark, and excellent good 
Seed. I thank yx)u, Sir, for introducing 
another wise charmer, not less worthy of 
every body's regard. He merits attention, 
and religiously commands iU 

Next 
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Next time you see Lady B- , please to 

tell her, that the mother abbess, of the con- 
vent Villarusa, and aunt Nell (a professed 
nun) would be glad to hear, that her lady- 
ship is in the land of the living : and a line 
from Miss Do will be welcome, without a 
word of pink and yellow* 

I am in a merry mood you will think : in - 
better spirits indeed, than when I wrote last : 
the good news, I then wished for to gladden 
my anxious heart, soon arrived. God be 
praised. 

I thank you, good Sir, for repeating yoqr 
kmd wish, that I and my knight could be 
of your party. At present, I can only have 
the pleasure of hearing my friends are so 
very agreeably engaged. I ought to be con- 
tent with banishment, and tharikful that I 
am not an unfortunate exile. Whoever ex- 
pects real haj^ine3S, in ^-this world, is least 
happy. 

Your unalterable Friend, &c. 
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TO LADY EGHLIir.^ 



London^ A/iffj/28, 1755. 

1 Am very sorry for the suspence so tendier 
a hearty as that of your Ladyship's^ was sa 
long left in, with regard to the health of 
your beloved sister. Surely Mrs. Palmer, 
Mrs. Green, Mrs. Ashurst, and even Lady 
B— — •, wrote in the space of time you men- 
tion ; and their letters were unaccountably 
delayed, by adverse winds, or post-office neg- 
ligence, or miscarried. But I have tran-- 
Bcribed the last paragraph but two of your 
Ladyship's last favour to me, in a letter ta 

our dear Lady B , now at Waterstock,. 

that she may know the just concern her be«- 
loved sister was in, on so long a silence. 

I have had a warm invitation to Water- 
stock ; and if I could have accepted it, should 
have thought myself happy ; but several per- 
verse 
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verse incidents lia^e concurred to deny me 
that very great pleasure. How little have I 
been favoured with the company of your be- 
loved sister, since she has been in town this 
last time ! Owing, indeed, to her unhappy 
and tedious malady, which all her other 
friends as well as I, have reason to deplore 
—yet, perhaps, when we recollect ourselves^ 
to rejoice at ; as her disorder invaded her 
before she reached town, and as she here met 
with more skilful and ready help, than she 
could have expected at Haigh. 

Mrs. Ashurst is indeed an excellent wo*, 
man. She married a daughter while she was^ 
in town, and I had not the pleasure of seeing 
her half so often as I wished. 

Lady B and her dear Sr. R set 

out for Waterstock, m their way home, oiv 
the 20th of this instant. A visit from both^, 
at Parson's Green, of two hours, the Sunday 
morning before, was all the time allowed us 
at parting. They could not stay to dine 
with us. 

Dear 
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Dear Lady Echlin, why should you wish 
to lay me under obligation to any man, for 
the saving me the poistage of the letters you 
honour me with ? You bid me not be afi- 
fronted ; but I should be grieved, were th^ 
postage treble the cost, if your Ladyship 
gave yourself concern about it or forbore 
on such a consideration to write to me, 
whenever you were disposed to do me so 
much honour. 

I joidi with your Ladyship in thinking our 
good Dr. Hildesley very slenderly rewardi- 
ed, by the bishoprick of Sodor and Man; 
yet, the late prelate was such a credit to 
religion, and kept so admirably right the 
people of his diocese> that I am glad so wor- 
thy a successor is given to them, and he re- 
joices in the pleasure he.shall have of finding 
so good order there, and that he shall have 
little to do, but to tread in the same path. 
,So he hopes ; and has humility enough, to 
give honour where he finds it due, rather 
than to assume it for ostentatious motivejsu 
He is the only clergyman I know, who i& 
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likely to continue and improve upon the pi* 
ous labours of the late good man, and make 
the people of his diocese happy. I hope to 
see him before he goes to Patmos ; and shall 
not /ail to let him know how highly he coa-^ 
tinues to stand in your Ladyship's favour. 

** You kindly hope that I will not drop 
my new acquaintance, your beloved daugh- 
ter, on Lady B 's leaving London.'* I 

drop Mrs. Palmer! alas! I never had the 
pleasure of seeing her but once ! I am very 
shy of obtruding myself on persons of condi- 
tion. The favour of a repeated visit, must 
proceed from her, as she only before accom- 
panied Lady B- — *— amd, then the condescen- 
sion will be acknowledged as such, with aH 
due gratitude. But Temple Bar, is looked 
upon as a bar indeed, that divides the two 
ends of the town. Mrs. Palmer, with all her 
goodness, might be reproached for passing 
it^ -in favour of a citizen. I am. Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most faithful, 

and obliged humble Servant, 

S. RiCHARDSON. 
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TO MR. RICHAUDSON. 

June 20, 1755, 

F you call the good book* you kindly sent 
me a trifle, give me leave to say, it is a va- 
luable trifle : O ! Sir, it is a precious little 
volume, which contains abundance of fine 
instruction. It is a mirror, wherein I see 
the delicacy of your good and great mind. 

Do you say, a person might be reproached 
for passing Temple Bar in favour of a' citi- 
zen ? Surely, Sir, the young lady you men- 
tion is not so foolishly courtly. I hope she 
is not so unlike her mother in that respect. 
Should she be so ridiculously fashionable, 
it would greatly trouble me. I never was 
fine lady enough to visit a duchess only 
because she was a duchess. Real worth, 
true merit, is the estimable and honourable : 
it always was, and ever shall be, right 

^ Maxims drawn from Clarissa, &c. 

honour- 
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lionourable with me on either side Temple 
Bar, or wherever I am so happy to find it, 
1 thank God I never had any of that con- 
temptible sort of pride. 

Is the good bishop gone to Patmos ? You 
tlon't know that I have a better chance for 
seeing him, now he is banished. This 
place (Villarusa, which I have not now time 
to describe) is not far distant from that 
island. Don't you think his Lordship will 
trip over from thence to the kingdom of 
Ireland ? I hope he has curiosity to see an 
unknown land at a very small expence of 
time or trouble. - The very best place a 
person can come on shore from the Isle 
of Man, is ahnost at my door. I hope I 
shall have the pleasure and honour of beg- 
ging the favour of his Lordship to walk into 
this house. I will only add my respects to 
Mrs. Richardson and your daughters. 
1 am, good Sir, 

Your obliged, &c. 

Eliza Echlin. 
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TO LADY ECHLIN. 

London^ Judy 7> 1755. 

Your Ladyship^s kind opinion of my 
last book is an encouragement to me, which 
was wanted ,• because some of my best 
friends wished that I had bestowed the time 
the collection cost me, in writing another 
story ; and declared they would not read it : 
yet regarded the three pieces I have pub- 
lished more for the sake of instruction, than 
the story.— So they said. However, I can 
faithfully assure them, that this collection 
was set about, and carried through (and a 
very painful a-nd laborious task it was) more 
with a view to do good, than to profit. I 
could not expect a great sale of it, tliough 
it is the pith and marrow of nineteen vo- 
lumes, not unkindly received. 

I was very far from imputing the dislike 

of 
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of city Visits, merely as such, to the amiable 
young lady, I so much admired at her first vi- 
sit. What I wrote on that subject respected 
generally the fashion, and not that particular 
lady, I owe the misfortune of -not being 
abetter known (I dare say) to Mrs. Palmer, 
rather to Lady B — •''s mucli regretted ilhiess 
of so long duration, than to Mrs. Palmer^s 
"want of condescension. How greatly do I 
-admire your Ladyships sentiments on this 
subject ! They are worthy of Lady Echlin, 
and her daughter must have imbibed them. 

I am affaid, if Lady B — writes short let- 
ters to a sister she so dearJy loves, she will 
tiot write long ones to any body. Soon after I 
had your favour before me, I received a very 
^ort one from her Ladyship ; but we have 
worn out our subjects of disputation. Can- 
not your Ladyship set us into an innocent 
quarrei ? Write something to her against 
me, that I may see if she is as good to me as 
she used to be, and will offer any thing in 
my vindication. What a strange request! 

vox., v. B Excuse 
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Excuse me^ Madam^ for making it. Me* 
thinks it looks presumptuous ; as if I de- 
pended too much on the favour of two sis- 
ters so, excellent, when it would give me 
real grief had I done any thing intentionally 
to disoblige either, 

I am very sorry thajt I had not the honour 
once more to see Lady Lambard. lam much 
obliged to your Ladyship, for your endea- 
vours to obtain for me that favour. Lady 
B — 's much lamented indisposition unhinged 
us a\h 

. I don't know whether the good Bishc^ is 
gone to Patmos, as most significantly you 
call the diocese to which he is banished, as 
you, with- equal significance, phrase it ; if 
he be not, I hope ta see him, before he 
goes, and then I shall acquaint him with 
your Ladyship's favour to him, and with 
your hopes to see him, grounded on his vici- 
nity to your VillaruSa. His friends in England 
are very loth to part with him, I understand. 
Ko wonder ! And now several of them, and 
1 some 
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some who had their sons with him, talk what 
they would have done for him, had he not 
accepted of this distant lure ; hut it is only 
now that he has, that they so talk. His 
Lordship assured me, that he has not changed 
his situation to his profit ; so that his hopes, 
by moving in a larger sphere, of doing more 
good than in his former, must be his only 
motive for it. A motive worthy of his cha- 
racter ! For such a man must be above the 
glare of title, and certainly is. 

I am. Madam, with equal 
gratitude and respect, &c. 

S, RiCHABDSON. 
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to M^ RICHARDSON, 

SusSf Sept* 2, 1755. 

X HIS sister of mine seems determined not 
only to write short letters^ but also to write 
that little seldom. She says to me^ '^ I shall 
avoid giving my good friend, Mr. Richard- 
son, too much trouble for the future, by 
shortening my letters, and not writing too 
frequently.** If she resolves against pro- 
lixity and frequency in writing to her most 
agreeable, her darling correspondent, who 
then can expect long letters, or to hear often 
-from her ? assuredly she will not afford any- 
body more pen-conversation than yourself. 

Do you ask me to contrive an innocent 
quarrel ? — ^Not I, indeed; I have not a 
pregnant brain ; my little wit is not equal to 
so delicate a piece of invention. Are not 

you 
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you intimately acquainted with an eminent 
contriver of harmless mischief? Don't ex- 
pect that I should attempt to abuse Mr. 
Richardson^ unless he instruct, as well as 
commission, me to do it. What a strange 
request, say you ? So think I ; but not at 
all presumptuous. Caa any body depend 
too much upon real friends ? In short, 
my dull head cannot contribute any thing 
towards a plot ; and, besides, my heart is 
not willing to say aay thing against you. I am 
not surprizedat any body's wishing you would 
oblige the world with a new piece of agreea. 
ble entertainment; but, give me leave to 
think that such persons as refuse to read your 
kst excellent book, are over fond of reading 
.amusing stories. Can any one of your best 
friends so little regard (or slight) tlie pith' 
and marrow of nineteen volumes, as not to 
applaud you for bestowing time and pains 
on that choice collection, with no other 
view but to do good to your fellow crea- 
tures. Profit you did not expect !. Surely 
j> a then. 
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then your laborious work may justly be 
praised^ as a benevolent act of charity ; but 
no thanks do you get^ except from old 
fashioned matrons, like your humble servant, 
who are better pleased with musty morals 
than a pretty love-story. I am even ill-na- 
tured enough to wish that whenever you are 
disposed to write again, you would disap- 
point your amorous readers, by not making^ 
the passion of love their entertainment. Al- 
low me to say, the finest lessons you have 
written, and the best instruction you can give,^ 
blended with love intrigues, will never an- 
swer your good intention. I wish to see aa 
exemplary widow drop from your pen; a 
very wicked widow has appeared in print 
lately. An amiable character would be an 
agreeable contrast ; it would shine brightly 
after that black she-monster, the abominable 
Widow of the Wood. 

My friend, Mrs. Green (I rank this good 
woman in the first class among prudent 
widows); mentioned you. Sir, and your 

family 
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family with due regard in her last letter. 
She tells me Parson^s Green is a pleasant 
country seat^ and that your improvements 
Tiave made it a delightful place. I heartily 
vnsli I may have the pleasure of paying my 
respects to you and Mrs. Richardson there> 
cr on die unfashionable side of Temple Ban 
With great good nature you excuse a certain 
young lady's faulty omission ; all I shall say 
for her is^ that she has been indisposed some 
time past. I am anxious again, but trust in 
God for her perfect recovery in due time. 

Lady Lambard assures me^ she was much 
disappointed in not meeting Mr. Richardson 
in Suffolk-street, and fully intended makings 
you a morning visit, had not Lady B — dis- 
couraged her, by saying you was seldom^ at 
home in a morning, and her stay in London 
was so short, she could not avoid being en- 
gaged every evening. Soon after Lady Lam^ 
bard reached her own house she was confined 
to her bed, with a fever ; but, thank God, 
^e is now perfectly well in healthy much 
D 4 grieved 
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grieved to part with her dear friend^ our good? 
Bishop. It was not her faulty I am sure^ 
that he is not more highly preferred ; hut I 
will not say the same for those people who 
now talk hig^ when he does not want their 
jfevours. This worthy clergyman could not 
have any selfish view in quitting n very agreed- 
able situation, for that unprofitable remote- 
spot, Patmos, a wild forlorn legion ! His 
sole inducement must be, as you observe 
real and laudable beneficence. I hope this 
good man will discourage that contraband 
trade, so notoriously practised in that lawless 
island. Doubtless, he will endeavour to ex<- 
tirpate all unfair dealing ;, and, perhaps, he 
may do some good among our ignorant peo^- . 
pie here, who make no scruple of this ille^ 
gal traffic. Our Russ fishers are too welJ 
known in the Isle of Man, and I heartily wish 
not one of their boats was to sail thither 
again, unless it were t^ bring the good Bishop 
from thence to Villarusa. 
From this house we have an open sea*- 

prospect^ 
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prospect, and I think this ever ebbing, or 
flowing piece of water, a delightful enter- 
tainment. On a delicate, fine, smooth, 
sand, is mjr favourite ramble ; close at the 
side of this herring-pond, I walk, well 
amused with artless variety ; and in this 
pleasant bay, commodiously bounded with 
rocks, I bathe. I am fond of sea bathing; 
it is a pleasure and a benefit to me. No reme- 
dy so useful, I think, for bracing the nerves. 
Though the roaring sea is our near neighbour, 
directly facing the front-door, yet we are not 
bleakly exposed; We are sheltered by trees^ 
which are looked on almost as a wonderful 
wood, because it is not a common advantage 
so near the sea- side to have them. Our 
gardens are large — more useful than fine ; 
many pleasant walks; agreeable shade ; and 
good fruit in a: favourable season. * The 
whole is nothing more elegant, nor less 
beautiful, than a delightful rural scene, sa> 
Baturally pleasing, it less wants artificiaL 
decoration. 
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As to my constant employ and amusement, 
I am inclined to be silent on that head* 
Shall I venture to tell you 1 never loved 
needle-work, nor am I a good housewife ; 
yet I can employ myself from five in a morn- 
ing till ten at night. Call me, if you please> 
a busy-do-Iittlc. 

My sincere good wishes attend you and 
your*6. I am, dear Sir, 

Your obliged, faithful, 

humble Servant, 

Eliza Echlin. 



TO hAJyr ECHLIN. 

London^ Sept. 2?, 175.5. 

Y OUR Ladyship does me unmerited ho- 
nour whenever you allow yourself time to 
write to me. 

I had the honour of a letter from our 
dear Lady B — , dated at Knowsley. I am 

very 
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very sorry that her Ladyship has any reason 
to complain with regard to her healthy and 
ihzt the waters of Knowsley-park had not 
the desired effect in restoring it perfectly. 
What a pleasure would it have been to her, 
as well as to the noble owners, had she re- 
ceived the wished-for benefit from springs 
arising in their domains ! 

I am not a little concerned at the passage 
your Ladyship quotes from your beloved 
sister's letter, - ^* that, for the future, she 
should avoid giving me the trouble of long 
and frequent letters.** Surely, I must have 
offended lady B— . Did I ever give her L^ 
dyship reason for calling her favours oif the 
writing kind a trouble .^ 

Your next paragraph is a very kind caie ; 
I thank you, Madam, for it, and particu- 
larly for the concluding part of it. 

I much admire what you say upon ming- 
ling love-subjects in my writings ; but am 
afraid instruction without entertmnment 
(were I capable of giving the best) would 
n 6 have 
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have but few readers. Instruction, Ma- 
J dam,, is the prll ; amusement is the gilding. 
Writings that do not touch the passions of 
the light and airy, will hardly ever reach the 
heart. Perhaps I have in mine been too ca- 
pious OH that subject ; but it is a subject ior 
which, at one time or other of their lives^ 
all men and all women are interested,^ and 
more liable than in any other to make mis- 
takes, not seldom fatal ones. Your Lady- 
ship wishes a widow might drop from, nay- 
pen ; but were not this widow to Rave been 
a lover too, she, wenhT lose more than halt 
her n^Pft; 

I wish- it may be iathe power of our good' 
Bishop to put a stop, or give a check, to the 
fBicit trade carried on. in the Isle of Man^. 
But nothing,. I fear, will do it,, while it is in^ 
the hands of a petty sovereign of its own* 
Should not the Crown purchase the right to- 
it,. wherever it lies \ Wherevep it lies, I say,., 
since I am very doubtful of that of the pre- 
sent possessor. Yet your Russ fishermen, you^ 

say 
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say — O! Madam, who is proof against 
temptation, strengthened by situation } Are 
not the inhabitants on the coasts throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland the worst of plun- 
derers — plunderers of wrecks ? And maite 
they not often wrecks of ships^ that put in, 
in distress, and which might otherwise, not 
seldom, be got oft' ? 

You delight me. Madam, by your cbarmt- 
ing description of your Villarusa^ It is the 
more delightful, as you seem not to know 
how charmingly you have described it. 
What a beautiful situation^ must that be, 
that, simply to mention it as it is, will strike 
one's imagination so much to its. advantage ! 

** You never foved needle-work," because* 
you could find yourself more important em- 
ployment :. I am sure that was the reasoa; or,, 
perhaps, when very young, it was made toov 
much your task. ^^ Are not a good house- 
wife !" Pardon me. Madam.; and. let me- 
say, that the lady who can employ herself 
from five in the morning till ten at nighty 

cannot 
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cannot, I am sure, be neglectful of any one 
needful concern. 

^ A busy do-little," you call yourself; 
and our dear and lively Lady B — allows you 
to do so : but I will not either approve of 
your Ladyship's too great humility, or Lady 
B — *8 pleasantry. 

We have it here, that all the unhappy 
differences, which have for some time past 
kept at distance one of the best of sove- 
reigns, and his best subjects of your king- 
dom, are happily made up. God grant they 
may I 

I am. Madam, 

with very great and 

affectionate respect, &cv 

S. RiCHABDSOK. 
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TO LADY ECHLIN^ 

London^ Dec. 15, 1755. 

W ILL it be sufficient to plead for my 
long silence to the last favour of my dear and 
good Lady Echlin, that I have been wholly 
engrossed by builders ? The house I live in, 
m Salisbury Court, has been adjudged to 
have stood near its time : and my very great 
printing weights at the top of it, have made 
it too hazardous for me to renew an expiring 
lease. I have taken a building lease of a 
court of houses, eight in number, which 
were ready to fall ; have pulled them down, 
and on new foundations, have built a most 
commodious printing-office ; and fitted up 
an adjoining house, which I before used as a 
warehouse, for the dwelling-house. An im- 
politic step at my advanced time of life, had 
I a more advantageous view for my family, 

than 
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than that of having my business carried on 
after my demise, for its benefit. 

People say I have done wonders, as to ex-^ 
pedition. But it is at the expence of giving 
lap a great part of my pleasure, in corre- 
sponding duly with my chosen correspond- 
ents. I did not think that any avocation or 
employment, however important, could have 
so much engrossed me ; yet it was necessary 
that it should, in order to get into the 
printing-office part before the bad weather 
came on. 

And now I have finished that part, and 
my men are at work in it,, without being 
themselves sensible of their remove, but by 
their greater convenience. Will this, let 
me repeat, be a sufficient excuse to good 
Lady Echlin,, for my long silence to.hcrla&t 
fiivour I I hope it wilL 

I comprehend fully your Ladyship's meaa- 
kig on your recommended subject, the good 
and exemplary widow. My building, though 
just completed, has not left my head so clear 

to 
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to writing subjects^ as to make me able to 
resolve about entering into any more for 
the public, I think the little spirit I once 
ha^, of that kind^isdeparted from. me» But 
I admire what you write oa that your 
favourite subject ; and should the spirit, I 
mean, offer again to irradiate my heavy 
mind, it should obtain my particular at- 
tention. 

Do not say the amiable Mrs. Palmer is 
blameable with regard to me. * We can no 
more choose 'friends thaa lovers for other 
persons^ I can admire without being en^ 
couraged by a return of esteem ; and* think 
it rather my misfortune, than the fault of the 
admiredj that I meet not with desirable fa- 
vour. I have the vanity to hope, that did I 
endeavour personally to cultivate the favour 
of this fine young lady, as her good mamma 
and aunt encouraged me to do, and as the 
man in such a case should think it his duty 
to do, i should not, so recommended and 
favoured, have been repulsed. But in cases 

where 
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where the favour must be done me, from 
condescension, on account of our different 
stations in life, I cannot help being back- 
ward ; and the more so, as I imagine that 
the engagements of so cxcellait a young 
lady in the upper life^ leave her as little lei- 
sure to encourage new ones, as the busy em- 
plo)nments of the lower leave a man so much 
immersed in business, as I am ; and who 
therefore wants, as I may say, a call, an in- 
vitation from a superior in rank ; to which, 
when so favoured, I never was insensible. 
Thus, Madam, you see that the delicacy 
of sex considered, it may be as much my 
fault, nay more, that I have not been able 
to tell your Ladyship, how her beloved 
daughter looked in her present condition, 
than her*s, that she has not condescended to 
improve an acquaintance so lately begun. I 
hope I may congratulate your Ladyship on 
Mrs. Palmer's safety and good health, 

I have some complaint to make against't)ur 
good bishop* He tock not his leave of me 

before 
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before he set out for Patmos^ as your Lady* 
ship fitly calls his diocese^ though he made 
me hope he would : and has not written to 
me since his arrival there. Shall I be allowed 
to sayi that I expected other things from the 
good vicar of Hitching ? 

What dreadful news have we from Lisbon I 
The only city in the world, out of the British 
dominions, by which so tremendous a shock \ 
could have so much afiected us. When the 
Almighty's judgments are abroad, may we 
be warned ! 

S. RiCHARDSOK* 
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TO MR. HICHAfiDSOK. 

Feb. 1y 1756. 

Though you mention your advanced 
time of life, I hope. Sir, you may yet enjoy 
many happy years, before you arrive at old 
age in reality. And I heartily wish good 
Mr. Kicbardson a long and comfortable en- 
joyment of his wonderful expeditiotts build- 
ing; the speedy finishing of it, you say, 
makes people wonder. I cannot suppose it 
is an impolitic step> because you could not 
act imprudently. 

I have a mind to tell you, that I have raised 
a small building, in a short time, at Vil- 
krussa, on my favourite spot, close at tha 
sea-side. 

Under a high rock, in the midst of a wild 
rocky fence, stands my humble cell, which, 
for shape and size may be called a bee-hive ;. 

it 
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it k a pleasant retirement, in a very romantic 
situation, and, if you will allow of the ex- 
pression, it is rudely elegant. This little 
work afforded me both amusement and ex- 
ercise. Busy was I in collecting curious 
rocks, representing animals, and sea-mon- 
sters, with which that shore abounds ; and 
with those unhewed carvings I ornamented 
my ragged, hanging shelves. I have no 
shell-work, only whatnature affords, growing 
on my rocks, which appears more beautiful . 
in my eye, than the formal delicacy of la- 
boured art. I admire shells in their native 
dress, and I have a choice collection. 

I wish you could see the simplicity and 
rough connection that suits my uncouth taste, 
you would then say, this rock-savage hive, 
grot, or hermitage (what shall I call it ?) this 
private place was chosen, and the whole 
thing contrived, by an admirer of plain na- 
ture, and a lover of solitude. 1 have ^ desire 
to place as an inscription in the wall, over 
a small round window, a serious moral sen- 
tence : 
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tence : but this requires a better head than 
my own. Shall I apply to the judicious 
author of Grandison : will he think me im- 
pertinent^ if I ask his assistance ? 

I have lately seen your great admirer^ 
Mr. Tickcll, in high health and spirits. We 
had a long discourse concerning your good 
intention in writing your entertaining his- 
tories. Mr. Tickell "wished to see a thou- 
sand volumes from Mr. Richardson's divine 
pen, if he could live to read them," were 
his words. I told him, you had often men- 
tioned him in your letters: he said, you 
honoured him : and desired me to return 
^ his grateful thanks and best respects. 

I have not told you that I have read that 
good book. The Centaur not Fabulous. 
Sorry am I to know it is a melancholy truth : 
but I did not think there were so many 
monsters in human shape, as I now believe 
there are, from the bad reception that excel- 
lent lesson meets with in the world. Can 
they be rational creatures, who ridicule the 

author. 
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author^ and impudently call the reverend 

doctor a madman ? God Almighty grant 

a speedy reformation. According to Isaiah^ 

the prophet, saith "when the Almighty's 

judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 

of the world will learn righteousness.*' But 

I almost tremble for this inconsiderate age, 

when I read the two following verses in this 

twenty-sixth chapter. One would hope the 

dismal catastrophe at Lisbon, the universal 

shock, will make some serious impression. 

I^ presume to think the whole earth has 

quaked, since the first day of last November. 

How thankful ought we people of these 

nations to be for God Almighty's great 

mercy vouchsafed unto us. 

I have often said your good ^nature and 

humility is uncommonly great, which still I 

shall say, on your confirming my opinion in 

a paragraph concerning a certain young lady. 

Her late ill health is all I have to plead for 

her omission. 

Dear Sir, your's, &c 

Eliza Echlin. 
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TO MB. BICHABDSOK. 

August Z^ 1756. 

JVIy gratefiil heart thanks you. dear Sir, 
though my pen can hardly express how 
greatly I am obliged to you for your cordial 
invitation. I do not despair of our meeting. 
There is more than a probability of my re- 
turning again to my native country, if God 
Almighty permit. I shall not forget your 
pious request. I do fervently beseech God 
to prolong your days upon earth, and to 
grant us a happier meeting in the kingdom 
of Heaven. I shall take the first oppor- 
tunity of .acquainting our good bishop, with 
your desiring to be remembered in his 
devout prayers. He is well in health, thank 
God ! He does not seem to dislike his 
change : and I hope he does not meet with 
any ill-treatment. I read two short letters 

from 
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from him, lately written to a friend of ours, 
on this side the water, with a kind message 
from his Lordship, in each letter, to me : 
and I daily expect an epistle from Patmos. 
If the Mank's Bishop (so he calls himself) 
can reform the clandestine traders among 
his people, it will be a wonderful and a happy 
reformation. Success in the fishery may 
perhaps induce our fishermen to be more 
diligent in that laudable employment: but 
I am afraid some of them will not, be di- 
verted from the commerce you mention 
upon any consideration. 

*' You have seen my daughter more than 
once :" I am glad to hear it. You say it 
is a mark of her judgment in cultivating 
a friendly intimacy with good Mrs, Don- 
nellan. I hope she will not wrong her 
judgment in regard to Mr. Richardson : 
she can hardly give a stronger proof of de- 
serving your favourable opinion, than by va- 
luing your kind esteem, and establishing a 
reciprocal friendship. 

VOL. V. E Ia«i 
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I am not quite a stranger to Mrs. Don- 
nellan ; she has ah amiable character : and 
I rejoice that there is a friendship subsisting 
between this worthy woman and my child. 

A blessed change in weather at Villarusa. 
I leave it to your lively imagination to fancy 
you see me at Rock-savage, on a bright 
summer-day, admiring a variety of beautiful 
prospects, or busily employed in placing 
my curious trifles, climbing rocks, perhaps, 
or seated on a wooden stool in my humble 
cell, at breakfast, after bathing in the herring 
pond. I do now enjoy this pleasant and 
convenient romantic place, although the 
thing is not completely finished 4 the in- 
tended inscription is not fixed : your four 
excellent lines are what I should chuse; 
iiothing can be more proper than the two 
first. But, be it known to you. Sir, I cannot 
devote this grotto to serious meditation, 
I have retired thither quite alone — locked 
the door with intention to read intently : 
but there is a tempting window, which di- 
1 verts 
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verts the eye from a book — this peep-hole 
presents so many amusing objects full in 
jsight, the temptation is irresistible. 

Mrs. Sheridan is, I know, a sensible, and 
an agreeable woman : she is, I think, a fit 
companion for that ingenious man, who is 
(you justly observe) equally learned and 
worthy. His good sense, learning, and 
sound principles, need not now be a secret 
to any body that can read, I am charmed 
with his excellent book : never* read any 
piece so completely judicious. He has 
made me quite sick of rhyme : so. Sir, you 
must (I think) excuse me from sending you 
the ill-digested heap of stuff which I inad- 
vertently mentioned, 

I am 

Your grateful, humble Servant, 

Eliza Echlin. 
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TO MR RICHARDSON. 

July S\, 1757. 

DEAR SlRf 

1 KNOW you are inclined to judge fa- - 
vourably, and naturally disposed to pity the 
afflicted : I therefore doubt not your mak- 
ing a reasonable allowance, nor your having 
tender compassion for me, when I assure 
you my long silence hath been occasioned 
"by a woeful misfortune, which sorely afflicts 
my heart. I cannot describe what my 
anxious mind suffered between slender hope 
and tormenting fear, before a melancholy 
event made me a sorrowful widow. Indeed^ 
Sir, I have lost a tender husband ; a very 
worthy valuable man. No wonder I am 
bitterly afflicted for such a lamentable loss i 
but I endeavour to moderate my grief, by 

consi- 
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considering it is my duty to submit patiently 
to the will of God. Almighty Wisdom, 
seeing what was best, and good for us, has 
punished me deservedly; and under this 
trial let me be thankful that I have not the 
least doubt of my dear husband being hap- 
pily released from a miserable state of health, 
A blessed change it was for him, who endured 
a long and painful illness, with exemplary 
patience and Christian resignation ; con- 
tented to live or die, as it pleased God Al- 
mighty. No mortal ever quitted thi^ life 
with more apparent tranquillity. The last 
sad scene, so distressing to me, was not un« 
happy to him, I am sure : and that is my 
consolation. Excuse me, dear Sir, trou- 
bling you with my groans. I shall add a 
few lines more concerning my present con- 
dition ; for I cannot help telling you, my 
dear departed hath testified his respect and 
dependance on a faithful wife, by appointing 
me sole executrix : and I am also guardian 
to his only nephew, who inherits hh good 
E 3 uncle's 
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uncle's estate and title. I am as anxions* 
for this young man's welfare, as if he 
were my own child: and his uncle and I 
have been parents to him from the hour 
he was born. This boy's father died se- 
veral months before the child came into 
the world ; and his mournful mother, over- 
whelmed with grief, expired immediately 
after the birth of her son. An infant, thus 
deprived of both father and mother, is a 
most pitiable case : but he has not been an 
unhappy orphan; and I heartily wish my 
great loss may not prove a greater misfortune 
to him. At his early time of life, in such 
circumstances,, and in such a libertine age> 
a boy under seventeen is in a dangerous si- 
tuation. God give him grace to make a 
right use of an uncommon good under* 
standing. He is a fine hopeful youth at 
present ; has had a private education, not 
to his disadvantage in any respect ; and I 
hope to see him a sober and serious student 
at Oxford, please God we live. Some 

people 
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people would be apt to think me impertinent, 
and perhaps would say — What is all this to 
me ? — but Mr. Richardson, I know, is not 
such a man. 

I have seen Mr. Sheridan here lately ; he 
appeared to be in pretty good spirits ; but I 
think he cannot be tolerably happy, unless 
he quits the slavish management, which does 
Hot better either his health or fortune. The 
Kttle wonder was qiate a new scene to him r. 
he admires the romantic situation greatly : 
but, alas ! it does not afford me pleasure 
as usual ; Villariisa is not what it was : alt 
appears dull and gloomy, in my tearful eye,, 
though I do labour to recover my spirits. 

I shall rejoice to hear you enjoy such a 

state of health, as is sincerely wished and 

prayed for by. 

Dear Sir, 

Your unalterable Well-wisher, 

and faithful, humble Servant, 

E. ECHLIN.. 
£ 4 TO 



Digitized by 



Google 



BQ MR. KJ CHARD SOK 



TO LADY ECHLIN. 



August 12, 1757. 

Lost heartily do I. condole with your 
Ladyship on your very great loss; and 
should have presumed to do it before, had 
I not been myself so ill in the nervcnis 
way^ that for some time I was unable to 
write ; and had I not at other times consi- 
dered that any thing I could offer by way of 
consolation for so heavy a deprivation, to so 
good a Christian, end so pious a heart, would 
be needless; and ^ that time, the pacifier of 
every woe, could only, by God's grace, alle- 
viate your 8. Nor did I doubt, that your 
good sister, and your favoured bishop, would 
be ready to, pour the balm of Christian 
comfort into the wounds of your mind, 

I con- 
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I congratulate you, Madam, on the re* 
signation and pious departure of the gentle- 
man you so tenderly loved. What pleasure 
must this give, on reflection, to such a mind 
as.your's ! How much ought this reflection 
to alleviate the pangs that will accompany it 
on the loss you have so recently sustained ! 

Your Villarusa will be again your Villa- 
rusa to you : but time must have first mel- 
lowed your affliction. A journey to Eng- 
land will perhaps be of use to you : to 
Oxford, so much in the way of your new 
duty; to Lancashire, receiving from, and 
giving comfort to, beloved relations there; 
to London, perhaps in company of those 
dear relations, and to a beloved daughter 
and her young family, and other friends. 
[May I have the honour ta be one in the 
list ?J Then, after all these duties paid, 
and inclinations gratified, will your Villarusa 
appear to you with new charms ; nor will a 
tender sigh and silent tear to the memory 
of the dear departed, in that little wonder, 
B 5 dimi- 
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diminish, but rather exalt, the joys of your 
meditation. 

God Almighty sanctify to your Ladyship 
your present affliction, is a prayer put up 
by all mine, as well as by. 

Madam, your most faithful 
and obliged humble Servant, 

S. Richardson.. 



TO MB. BICHARDSON. 



Hock Hermitage^ Nov. 10, 175T. 

BEAR SIR, 

Accept my gratefiil thanks for your 
last obliging favour. "Time (as you ob- 
serve) is the pacifier of every woe," with 
God's assistance ; and " time may mellow 
my affliction.** But very sure I am, deep 
wounding grief is incurable on this side the 



grave 
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grave. "Villanisa will again be Villarusa 
to me," you say. No, Sir ! that is impos- 
sible ! This house, these admired improve- 
ments, this country, never more can be 
agreeable to me. If God Almighty per- 
mits me to see my native country it is pro- 
bable I shall not return again to*Ireland. 
And yet I am so attached to my hermitage, 
I feel unwilling to quit that bewitching little 
cell. When my sorrowful days came, the 
little wonder was, and is, a wonderful re-* 
creation to me ; and thankful I am^ that 
this innocent, retired amusement, serves 
to unbend my mind. I wish Mr. Richard- 
son could see me in that romantic situation, [ 
seated on the mid-rock, the briny flood 
flowing within a few yards of my feet. 
Don't be alarmed, good Sir, you may venture 
to sit by me ; it is not Shakespeare's dan* 
gerous mid-rock. 

I am glad you. call my freedom kind : but 

cannot allow that it is in the least conde^ 

scending to acquaint Mr. Richardson with 

R 6 iny 
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my affairs : nor should be, who so justly 
TTierits esteem, doubt his "being one'* in the 
short ^Misf^'of my most valuable friends; 
one on whom I could rely, and repose a 
fearless confidence. Although we are not 
personally acquainted, surely there is friend- 
ship . subsisting between us ; and if I do 
ever reach Old England, I trust my ho- 
noured friend ^^may live to see the day." 

I hope my young man will not disappoint 
my expectation of his settling at the uni- 
versity ; but I dare not be over-sure of any 
thing in this uncertain world. 

I must tell, you, Sir^ our good bishop gives 
me hopes of seeing him in Great Britain ; 
and I hope you may see that agVeeable day. 
This excellent prelate has been particularly 
kind to his unseen admirer, under affliction. 
Not been sparing " to pour the balm of 
Christian comfort ;" nothing is wanting but 
a wished-for visit from Patmos. But why 
should I expect such a compliment. His 
Lordship, in every letter to me, mentions Mr. 

Richard- 
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Richardson with great regard. I told him 
you had been so much indisposed in the ner- 
vous way, that for some time you were not 
able to write. He answered " not able to 
write ! alas ! that great genius ! then I must 
not trouble the good man with a temptation 
to write to me" 

I beg my respects to Mrs. Richardson, and 
to your daughters, with grateful thanks to 
you and them, for that kind concern, and 
pious remembrance, which will always be 
duly acknowledged by, dear Sir, 

Your most obliged, thankful, 

and unalterable faithful Friend, 

E. ECHLIN, 



TO 



Digitized by 



Google 



8ff K^ BICHARBSON 



TO LADY ECHLIN. 



Dec. 3, 1757. 

JL OU charm me. Madam, with your de- 
scription of your rock hermitage. What a 
sweet retirement must it be, as you have im- 
proved it ! ** The little wonder you tell me, 
iiT your more thoughtful hours, was, and still 
is, a wonderful recreation to you ; and that 
you are thankful (I am sure you are for every 
relief) that this innocent, retired amusement 
serves to unbend your mind. And does your 
Ladyship wish that I could see you in that 
romantic situation, seated on the mid rock, 
the briny flood flowing within a few yards of 
your feet? Don't be alarmed. Sir (add you 
most condescendingly) you may venture to 
sit by me — it is not Shakespeare's dangerous 
mid-rock." 

What would I give for a sketch of this 

sweet 
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sweet hermitage, and of the wonders round 
it, and in prospect from it ? With what de*- 
light should I place it near the picture of the 
house at Haigh, which I was allowed upon 
my own terms (as this must be) ta take a 
copy of; your beloved sister's and Sir Roger's 
figures in it, meditating the beauties of the 
situation ! May I not hope, dear Madam, to 
be so indulged H Is there not in your know- 
ledge some young artist^ that on my account 
could be SQ employed ? Let me have in con- 
stant view, the sweet, the " bewitching little 
cell which so attaches to it, the heart of good 
Lady Echlin, which she. feels so unwilling to 
quit ; which is, in her deeper meditation, a 
wonderful recreation to her, and serves to 
unbend her mind, and in which she conde- 
scends to wish I could see her." 

Your Ladyship bids me hope for the plea- 
sure of seeing you in England ; I should have 
the more joy on such a wished-for occasion^ 
as I think the change of scene must be of 
consolation and diversion to you ; and as 

you 
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you must give and receive so much delight 
to and from such near and dear relations, as 
you have here ; and the rather as you are 
of opinion that Villarusa, consolatory as it is 
at times to you, can never be all that it once 
was to you. 

If the land and sea views I am a petitioner 
for, with your sweet hermitage, cannot be 
conveniently granted, a sketch in Indian-ink 
or black lead on vellum, would delight me, 
hanging before me in view of your dear sister 
and Sir Roger's Haigh. Still, my dear Lady, 
either way, on my own terms. 

God bless your young gentleman, your 
ward ! may he answer all your pious cares 
and wishes ! 

Your Ladyship's obliged, &c. 

S. RiCHARDSOlT. 



TO 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 



Jan. 5, 1758. 

J5e it known to you, dear Sir, I long since 
intended to send you a sketch of my bumble 
cell, which you are pleased to wish for, and 
desire to have, upon your own terms ; pray, 
dear Sir, don't name that word again ; if you 
mention any thing like it, you quite spoil the 
compliment. I have a young artist, a fair 
lady. She was drawing with her Indian-ink, 
prettily employed in that romantic situation ; 
but, alas ! unhappy days came — ^you know how 
it has been with me, and I will not again 
trouble you with my groans, if I can help 
it. 

*^ What would you give for a sketch of 
that hermitage, &c.'' Why you have given all 
I could wish ; you have honoured my favourite 

by 
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by your most pleasing request ; and its pic^ 
tureyou shall have, please God we live. But 
this piece of plain nature, is by no means fit 
to be placed near that palatium mansion 
house, Haigh. I wish I may see it fixed in 
your pleasant, rural retreat. Indeed, Sir, I 
do hope to place it with my own hands, at 
Parson's Green — if I live to reach the south 
of England, I trust we shall meet* 

I received a letter from Patmos this week;, 
our right reverend friend is in good health, 
thank God, and talks of his intended trip to 
Great Britain. If there is such another 
divine under the sun,, what would I give, to> 
have him my young gentleman's preceptor^ 
at Oxford. I am anxious about this material' 
point ; a discreet, good clergyman 1 want for 
that purpose ; wouklmuch rather chobsea real 
good Christian, than what the world calls a 
clever learned man. I have applied to the 
good Bishop of Oxford, for his advice and 
assistance on the important occasion. My 
friend Ashurst consulted his Lordship, and! 

depend 
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depend greatly upon his recommendation. 
He IS my second best bishop in the world — 
no modern,, card-playing prehte, 

" It would do you good, to be employed 
in any way that would do me service, or give 
me pleasure.** I gratefully thank you, dear 
Sir. If you are not the man justly entitled 
" to the sacred name of friend," I know not 
who can deserve it ; and if I should not 
highly value such uncommon friendship, 
most unworthy must I be of Mr. Richard- 
son's friendly regard. 

Your nK)uming wax and paper, alarmed 
me. Rejoiced I am, all is well at home. 
Many happy years may you and your family 
enjoy together, sincerely prays your less 
happy 

Much obliged, tec 

Eliza Echlin*. 
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TO MR. RICHABDSOIf. 



Sluecii'itretU Jpril 6, 1T58. 

JL WiLir not take up too much of your 
precious time with accounting particularly 
for my unmannerly silence. Let it suffice 
to tell you^ my infirm head has been so much 
disturbed by agitation of mind, I have been 
hardly able to write to any body; not one 
line^ even to Lady B — y for the space of 
three months at least. 

My pen has been sometimes employed on 
my young gentleman's account ; I have 
done all within my power towards placing 
him in* tlie best manner at Oxford ; but that 
is so much labour lost, for I believe he will 
not go to the university ; so his guardian aunt 

can 
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can only pray for him ; and may a good 
guardian angel carefully attend him, under 
the direction of Divine Providence. 

I am thankful that he is safely arrived in 
England, and if you have seen any one of 
my friends lately, perhaps you know that 
this youth is now in London. I have only 
this satisfaction in his present situation, he 
is strongly attached to some of the most 
worthy and good people in Great Britain. 
You are perhaps acquainted with my Lady 
H — ; don't you think she is an excellent 
woman, a most exemplary, pious, good Chris- 
tian. I have not the honour to be personally 
known to her Ladyship, but (fortunately I 
hope) my nephew is on. the list of her 
intimate acquaintance ; and this. Sir, is a 
whisper in your ear between ourselves. I 
shall not say more on this subject at present 
writing ; probably, you may hear something 
of it from another quarter. 

I cannot help wishing yOu . may see my 
nephew ; but I will not introduce him, 

because 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

December J 3, 1759. 

IjrOOD Mr. Richardson, it is not in my 
power to say how highly I esteem and value 
your cordial friendship, nor enough to ad- 
mire your good and generous heart. Your 
unseen friend would ill deserve such an in- 
vitation, attended with all imaginable kind- 
ness, could she allow that so bountiful a 
scheme for her accommodation *^ is only a 
mere offer of friendly civility " Dear Sir, I 
think it affectionately kind and obliging ; 
" and think you," Sir, I can imagine ** pri- 
vacy or retirement would be broken in up- 
on ?" No, surely ; in Mr. Richardson's house, 
who could have any such apprehension? 
"A family without secrets; lovers of pri- 
vacy," and not frequent visitors; such always 

find 
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find comfort at a home agreeable to them- 
selves, and render it so to others of the same 
rational turn and taste. Don't talk of a 
genteel neighbourhood to Dame Echlin ; she 
has nothing to say to such fine people, for 
you are to know, and I hope you will see, 
that she is not at all genteel, m the fashion- 
able sense of that expression. 

Please God we live, I trust we shall meet 
at Parson's Green : to pay my respects to 
you, good Sir, and your agreeable family, 
is my sole inducement, and will afford me 
sufficient pleasure, without additional com- 
pany. It is very ungenteel not to be always 
young, but it is past noon with me, and too 
late in the evening to he much gratified with 
novelty. You are pleased to call your Villa 
a little place ; but I am sure it is a palace 
compared to the small habitation Lady Echlin 
makes her real home at present. I only de- 
sire to live quiet in this pleasure-mad world. 

Lady B — informed you, I suppose, that 
I tarried several weeks at Haigh. Thankful 

lam 
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lam for the satisfaction of seeing my two 
Asters and many valuable friends in good 
health. It was a pleasing surprise to meet 
my friend Greene at my first arrival in Lan- 
cashire, and we spent several days together 
at Haigh. In Lady B — ^'s dressing-room, I 
was introduced to Mr. Richardson in effigy ; 
and J rejoiced to see that agreeable portrait, 
which 'has such a, pleasant countenance ; it 
looks pleased with notice from a friendly 
eye, and seems to return a sensible obliging 
smile. I am assured .the resemblailce is 
so strong I could not mistake the ori- 
ginal in "the Mall," or the "Bird-cage 
Walk." 

Lady B — gave me a particular account 
of that most humane and pious act of cha- 
rity — the Magdalen-hpuse ; and truly glad I 
am, that so religious an asylum is provided 
for the most miserable creatures upon earth, 
I thank you^ good Sir, for presenting me 
with two volumes on this subject. Cases so 
shockingly unhappy are pitiable, and none 

VOL. v# p are 
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are more worthy of compassion tfean real peni- 
tent sinners. Your preface is a most excel- 
lent fine discourse ; one need not be a con- 
jurer to discover the writer. Who but the 
author of Clarissa could so sensibly affect 
and touch a reader with the penitent's la- 
mentable story, and with a benevolent Gran- 
dison spirit, help forward a charitable work, 
to succour and promote the future "welfare of 
so many wretched and forlorn. And it is to 
be hoped a bountiful subscription will be 
continually supporting this laudable institu- 
tion. 

With repeated tlianks for all your favours, 
I subscribe with pleasure, dear Sir, 

Your obliged Friend, and 
grateful; humble Servant, 

Eliza Echlin. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON* 

March 28, 1760. 
DEAR SIR^ 

1 Have a grateful remembrance of your 
fevours, and a just sense of my great obliga- 
tion to good Mr. Richardson, who often 
kindly invited an unseen friend to Parson's 
Green ; and now I hope to have the plea- 
sure of seeing him there very soon. It is 
my intention to pay my respects to you and 
Mrs. Richardson, about the middle of April, 
in case my visit at that time be not inconve- 
nient to you ; and I must insist upon hav- 
ing no ceremonious treatment in any shape, 
nothing is so agreeable to me as frank and 
friendly freedom ; and if I did not expect it 
from you and Mrs. Richardson, I would not 
tarry one night under your roof; therefore, 
F 2 good 
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good Sir, allow me to take my own way, else 
I must drop my intended visit at Parson's 
Green ; but, m- case everything coincides with 
^my wishes, it must be a secret expedition. I 
beg you will conceal my name; I have a 
-substantial reason for desiring this privacy, 
which you will excuse my not explaining 
at present ; when we meet, you shall know 
why and wherefore. So, Sir, I am Mrs. 
Roberts, if you please, a particular frien4 
ofyour*s, and so forth. 

Dear Sir, you will shortly see, I hope, 
what sort of a body your humble servant is ; 
the most unfashionable plain country body 
you can imagine — uncouth at least. ** Fe- 
male attendant !" All her servants, let me 
tell you, are just in the very same style; 
they never eat the bread of idleness, and 
must be employed even in your house ; give 
me leave to tell you that. 

My igood little kinswoman tells me she 
saw you this winter in pretty good health ; I 
rejoiced to hear it. If you should see her 

shortly. 
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shortly, not a word of my intention to ber^ 
nor to Lady B — . 

Now, Mr ^Richardson,. yoiL see the pri- 
vate gentlewoman (who hopes to spend a; 
fortnight with her obliging friends) makes 
as free with yonr house as your hospitable.- 
heart can wish. 

Don't expect Dame Roberts until you find^ 
her at your villa ; for^ good Sir, in case nei*- 
Iher yourself, nor Mrs. Richardson, &c. should^ 
happen to be there j I' shall walk in ; and, as 
my refreshment after traveHing is only tea ok* 
eoflfee, I bring that: 

Dear Sir, 

Your obliged,&c;- 



S^^ TO^ 
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TO MBS* BOBBRTS. 

London, April 1, 1760;. 

MT BKAK^ MT GOOD MRS. ROSERTS^ 

AjJL your commands^ as far a& our awL* 
wardness will allow^ shall be most cheerfully 
complied with. My wife, my girls, myself (aa 
far ^ I can answer for myself, considering my 
troublesome affairs in town> which will be 
obeyed) will be devoted to you, dear Madam. 
I was willing to try to write myself, to tell 
you how thankfully I receive the notice 
of your kind acceptance of my pressing^ 
invitation, which obliged me to lose one post 
since I had the honour of your's. When- 
ever you please to favour us, you will find 
a most cordial welcome from us all. 

Your attendant female, your servants, I 
hope you would not wish to avoid bringing 

with 
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with you. Your Ladyship, I hope^ will not 
want that frankness with us, which you 
are pleased to require from us to your good 
self. Can you procure a companion in the 
most worthy Mrs. Ashurst ? who knows ? 

Your faithful and most obliged 

humble Servant, 

S% RlCHARI>€a>r» 
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The Rev, M6. PECKARB 



Mr. RIGHARDSON. 



TO MB; RICHARBSOlf. . 
IXEAR BlKf 

CSrVE me leave to address you in this fa- 
lailiac, yet . sincere, manner, for every good 
man is really dear tame, though I am not 
fio happy as to enjoy a personal acquaintance 
with Jiim.. In the eastern world,, many an 
age since, it was a maxim, that none ^ were 
g^eat but those who were good: pre-rcmi* 
p. 5> nence 
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nence in social virtues gave the pre-eminence 
in civil society : and as an acknowledgment 
of superior goodness, as well as a mark of 
gratitude for such a public blessing to so- 
ciety, none were permitted to approach the 
great, without some little token of sub- 
mission ; no matter what it was, the most 
insignificant trifle might perfectly express 
humility and gratitude of mind. In imita- 
tion of this custom, laudable in its institu- 
tion, and founded on the best reasons 
(though much abused and corrupted in suc- 
ceeding times) : as an acknowledgment of 
your superior character, as a testimony of 
gratitude for your kind civilities ta my 
better part, and as an introduction of my- 
self to an acquaintance which I have long 
desired, and shall always esteem, I take 
the liberty of coming to you with a trifling 
present in my hand. 

The loose sheets which you receive by 

this post, I had thrown together some time 

since without any design of publishing 

1 them; 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITH^ MR« KI0HARD80N; lO/ 

t^em ; but when I shewed them to my 
friend. Dr. Law, he insisted that L should' 
print them, being of opinion that they 
might possibly be of some little service* 

I fancy you may make this a twelvepenny 
affair. If it brings any profit, it is heartily 
your's, and I hope it will at least defray the 
expence of printing. But however, if it 
should not^ that I may not lead you into an 
inconvenience when I intend the contrary, . 
the deficiency I will take upon myself* 

My good woman desires her love and best' 
respects to yourself andall your family, and 
we are both very sincerely and affectionately^ 

Your*s, 

P.BKCKAan. 



* A Dias^rfatioD rebitive to tte laie Earthquake, . 

F. 6^ TO 
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TO THE EEVi. MB. PBCKJlBird 

Lbndent ^eb.^6y 1756. , 
DEAR AND. RET^. 8IB^^ 

1 Ought, before now> to hare ackhow*- 
ledged the receipt of your favour crf'tKe 
fifth, with the Dissertation thiat accompa^ 
nied it. Shalf I. say that I was sometime^ 
at a loss in what manner to acknowledge 
the many kind things your good- nature 
and partiality obliged you to say in favour/ 
of my writings. 

Though I am convinced of the necessify^ 
of publishing soon the Dissertation^ yet I 
am but now able to put it into hand^ by 
reason of the hurry I mentioned, occasioned 
by some business that is to be brought 
before the Parliament. Shall I presume ta 
offer to your re-consideration, those passages 
in the Dissertation, in which Lord BoKng- 

broke 
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Broke and Mr. Hume , are mentioned (t 
Kumbly think) with too great harshness of. 
expression, not foF their sakes, but for your 
own. I think thenv: very mischievous 
writers* I despise the one, for his absur*- 
dities and' contradictions of himself/ a6 weH « 
as for his presumption and evil intentions 5 
and very mudi dislike the other, for his 
attempts to sap the foundations of ow 
common Christianity : but, sbouM the one 
be referred, by a pious and- Christian divine, 
to the suicide he so profligately vindicates ? 
the other be called, what yet he is, an ira^ 
pudentJiar ? and this in passages that make 
(not necessarily) parts of your principal: 
subjects ? Caa you forgive me> Sir ? I hope 
you can*. Your name being to be fixed to 
tho piecCj gives me courage to represent 
this to you^ for.your re-consideration^ 

If the piece succeeds^ as to sale> you must 
allow me to alter the terms yoa propose to 
me, and you. shall have, a faithful account 
from the publisher of it> 

I think it a very great felicity that I hav^ 
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been favoured with the sight, and (more^ 
than once in the short time of her being 
m town) with the conversation of a lady, 
whose genius and general character I very 
jnubh admired before, 1 congratulate you 
both, kindred, spirits (as you always were) 
on your happy union.* May all the blessings^ 
of this life, preparatory to the joys of the* 
next, be your's I' 

My wife, my daughters, joih with me in^ 
best respects to her. Who (they ask) that 
is possessed of such a jewel, can wish for 
greater happiness ? Not having the plea- 
sure of knowing Mr. Peckard, they judge 
of bis merits by her choice ; and are pre- 
pared by that to think highly of you. If 
any call bring you and your lady to town,- 
we shall all hope to cultivate an acquaintf 
ance, so happily begun* 

I am. Sir, your affectionate 
and faitbful, humble Servant, 

S. RiCHABDSOK* 

* Mrs, Peckard's maiden name was Ferrer. She 
wrote several elegant little poems. 
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Huntingdon^ Feb. 19, I75t>.. 

BEAR SIR^ 

1 Am very nmcfir obliged to you for the 
fevour of your letter, which I received yes- 
terday, and particularly for the observations 
which you make upon those passages which 
you dislike in the Dissertation. I am en- 
tirely of your opinion, for the reasons you 
give ; and if I were not, I should not hesi- 
tate a moment to give up my own opinion to 
your's. For, in general, I can plainly see 
in other men, that none are so bad judges 
of their productions as they themselves are ; 
and I am sure I know no reason why I 
should be an exception to this general ob- 
servation, I therefore beg of you to strike 
out whatever you dislike, and to make what- 
ever 
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ever alta^tions j^u think necessary. I do 
assure you I shall be perfectly satisfied with 
any thing you will either put out or put in« 

You have given my good woman a great, 
triumph over me, by showing me that your 
opinion and her*s is the same When I re- 
commend to Mr. Hume to hang himself, I: 
am only in jest ; but irony is no better than: 
inconsistency in a serious performance, and, . 
therefore, for that reason, if there was no 
other, it would be better left out; 

My Patty joins with me in sincerest re- 
spects to all your family ; whenever we come 
to town> the pleasure of seeing, yoa and 
them. will be a principal inducement. In 
the mean time, we are very faithfully and 
afteaionately 

Your% &c. 

E. BbcKAKI);.- 



x# 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 
^RAR SIR^. 

CjrIVE me leave to interrupt you a moment^ 
to inform you, that I have ready for the 
press a small tract, to be intitled, *^ A Pre- 
paratory Essay on the Intermediate State be 
tween Death and Resurrection," or some- 
thing to that purpose. I hope to send it to 
you in a few days, if my present engage*- 
ments will allow me an hour to look it ovei^ 
and correct some of its faults. In all human 
probability it will be the beginning of a 
theological controversy^ in which I shall pre#- 
tend to nothing more than the humble of* 
fice of opening the door to introduce the 
combatants. It will enforce the examination 
of some points which have been perhaps too 

hastily 
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hastily taken for granted ; and, I hope, may 
contribute something to the removal of ma- 
ny heavy difficulties from Christianity, which- 
have been arbitrarily tacked to it as essentials^ 
and with which it has nothing to do. The 
-consequences of publishing this Essay will 
not to myself be of the lucrative kind ; but 
if I can discharge my duty, and satisfy my 
conscience, I am pretty easy as to the ad* 
vantages of this world. 

Our friend. Miss Pennington, arrived at 
Huntingdon last Monday safe, but not well. 
I and my good woman are retired to a little 
cottage in the woodlands, and the roads at 
present are so bad that the female friends 
have not been able to speak otherwise than- 
by letters ; and I have had but one oppoiv 
tunity of seeing Miss Pennington, and that 
only for a quarter of an hour. 

Adieu ! dear Sir, I am, with sincerest 

wishes for your health and happiness, afiec^ 

tionately, 

Your's^ 

P. Peckabd. 



Digitized by 



Google 
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bstweeh 

The Rev. MARK HILDESLEY 

(BISHOP OF SODOR AND MANN) 
Aviy 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 



TO MS. RICHARDSON. 

Hitching Dec. 20 175S. 
WORTHY SIR, 

J- Don't know that I have for some lime 
met with any thing (not immediately relating 
to myself) that has more raised my indigna- 
tion, than the account I have seen of Sir 
Charles Grandison's being anticipated in 
Ireland during the 'time you were preparing it 
for the press. 

I had 
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I had the other, day an opportunity of' 
venting some part of my spleen against the^ 
perpetrators of it, in a. letter to a worthy, 
lady, who honours me with her correspon* 
denee, and who is a^ great favourite at the 
court of Dublin, Lady Lambard by name ; . 
who^ I dare say, will soon give me the plea-*' 
sure of knowing, that her righteous soul has 
in all companies most fervently expatiated on^ 
ft is Irish piece of iniquity. This, Sir, I did,^ 
not in the hopes observing 3^u, which I am^^ 
as incapable of^ as F am of claiming any sort^ 
of title to your friendship or acquaintance.. 
To admire your talents is sufEcient honour- 
to me> as I thereby manifest some degree of 
taste ; the want of which I have seen occar 
sion sometimes to pity in several of far greater 
pretensions to learning than myself. 

I once took the liberty of paying my per- 
sonal compliments to you at your own house, 
though in a very aukward manner, I am sure,-^ 
fbr want of a third person to introduce m^- 
and apologize for my intrusion. . 

The 
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The unaffectedly easy and agreeable re- 
Mception you gave me, I well remember en- 
"Couraged my taking up more of your time, 
than I ought. My whole curiosity and in- 
tention then was to obtain a sight of the ex- 
ternal form of a person, whose inward quali- 
ties had afforded me so much entertainment, 
andto do myself the pleasure of making him 
a low bow in testimony of my gratitude and 
veneration. As your candour, Sir, induced 
you to forgive the impertinence of that un- 
usual freedom of address from an entire 
stranger (whereas you might have taken r^e 
up on suspicion of being a rapparee) to the 
same disposition to judge favourably of all 
men you don't know to be rascals will I 
venture to trust, for your vouchsafing this 
very unwarrantable interruption of your pre- 
cious moments the like favourable construc- 
tion. 

I am a little obscure man, wholly unknown 
to the literary worlds a country vicar, who, 
for these twenty-three years past, has been 

employed 
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"eniployed in honest endeavours to make his 
small talents useful, in the awful province of 
^ large cure of souls, with a cheerfulness and 
satisfaction, which a consciousness of a due 
attention to the duties of his function (how 
imperfectly soever executed) naturally in- 
spires. 

By this portrait of myself, I mean only 
to intimate, that I am a person of station and 
abilities too low to call for any share of your 
time or notice, beyond what shall be suffi* 
cient to assure me of your pardon and in- 
dulgence ; but at the same time, of a temper 
of soul incapable of any motive of writing to 
one I have no sort of connection with, more 
than what is common to fellow- christians in 
general, but that of my ardent desire to ex- 
press the highest esteem for an author so able 
and disposed to promote virtue and religion, 
^ Mr, Richardson appears to me to be, by 
his inimitable productions : I mean his 
Clarissa in particular : from whence it is I 
have chieHy formed my judgment of the 

great 
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great genius in Salisbury Court. For I must 
frankly own to you. Sir, that ray engage- 
ments in die business of my profession, and 
the care of some domestic pupils, have not 
yet permitted me to see or know any thing of 
your last work, excepting what I should have 
•been glad there had been no occasion for my 
knowing, viz. of its premature progress on 
the other side of the water. 

If you shall be graciously pleased to grant 
an act of oblivion to the weakness and pre- 
sumption of this application from a stranger, 
you will thereby confirm me in the opinion I 
already have of your humane and candid 
spirit, and lay a particular obligation on. 

Sir, jour truly respectful, 

and most humble Servant, 

Mark Hildesley. 



TO 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Hitchin, July 1 1, 1754. 

XhOIFGH I oHce took the liberty of in* 
trading a letter upon Mr. Hichardson^ on 
occasion of the iniquitous treatment his ex- 
cellent labours had undergone in Ireland, 
and for which I was favoured with his, very 
gracious acknowledgment, yet I could by no 
means look upon myself either by abilities or 
station qualified (notwithstanding his con^ 
descending invitation) to continue a corres- 
pondence with so great a genius. But having 
lately received an intimation, that such my 
really modest and self-denying forbearance 
has made me suffer in his opinion of my 
decency and good manners, I her^y in- 
treat you. Sir, to exert your candour in ak- 
Jowing me to be as incapable of a wilful 
slight, as I am of doing justice to your great 

worth. 
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'wotlh. But, alas! who or what am I, that 
presume to speak of Mr. Richardson or his 
productions, which are, and will be, just what 
they are, neither better nor worse for all I 
can say or think of them i 

I begin now to think, perhaps, too late, 
that it woiJd have been far better and more 
eligible for me, never to have teen known 
Qr named to so valuable a person as Mr. 
Richardson » than to have hazarded a con-> 
$tructlon ef the least degree of disrespect to- 
ward him, 

*' A slight from a good man P' Sir, can a 
igood man slight Mr. Richardson ? Let the 
alternative light where it ought, whenever he 
is slighted, 

I have, I assure you, felt so much from 
the intelligence I received, of the reproach 
you honour me with, that I question whether 
I shall ever command confidence enough, 
how much soever disposed |)ersondily, to ask 
your pardon, 
. Further confessions stiH^ in order to dis- 

TOL. V. G burthen 
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burthen n^coMcieticei must be made; which 
will render me more and more an object ci€ 
jour generosity or contempt. I have been in 
town^ since the receipt of your letter^ and did 
not^ dared not^ call on you 1 I bad not waited 
on l^r Charles ; and could not ^w my face to 
Mr.Ricbardsom Even Clarissa, I believe, wa« 
in my possession upwards of two years before^ 
I was experimentally acquainted with her 
excellencies* A succeseively dose, uninter'* 
iHipted perusal of seven volumes (for I choose 
not to mince and piece out such a sort of re- 
past^ as a rich mind Kke fOKa\ Sir^ must be 
likdy to furnish) a man who works as welf 
as prays for faiia daily breads cannot readily 
sit down to, with any prospect of enjoyment^ 
unless he was endowed with the faculty 
wbieh I am sure the Vicar of Hitchin is not, 
t>f <}ominandiog ^attention and dispatch te« 
gether. 

Whenever I am extremely pleased with^ b 

book of any sort, I can steal time to look in-^ 

to^ I find in myself an almost irresistible pro- 

a pensity 
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pemltf to acknowledge mf obligation to the 
ftuthoTj however personally unknown. An 
unpertinence this (in such a one as I am at 
least) which^ though with dtfSculty^ I refrain* 
ed from being guilty of, upon my first read- 
ing Clarissa, at last broke from me, without 
thought or foresight of the consequence of a 
country parish priest's addressing a celebrated 
writer, who might probacy call upon him 
to make good his pretensions. 

And nowy Sir, being returned to the 
point which introduced this, as^ well as my 
former epistle, it is high time to release you, 
by assuring you, that if I can, from atiy 
hand, or by any means, learn any likelihood 
of my bdng restored to your favourable 
opinion, it will be a singular satisfaction to 
me, who (though you should never write or 
speak to me more) will be proud of an ad* 
mission to the last place in the lowest class 
of your friends, and do persist (notwithstand* 
ing I have not yet read the History of Sir 
Charles Grandison) in dedaring myself an 
2 invariable 
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invariable admirer of the ingenious and viror- 
thy author of Clarissa, and consequentlf 
his 

obedient humble Servant, 

M. HiLDESLST. 

T. S. The majority of those of our sex, 
•whose sentiments I've had an opportunity of 
hearing, I perceive give the preference to 
Clarissa — of the other to Sir Charles Gran- 
dison; whether this be merely reciprocal 
complaisance, I cannot say. 
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XO THE KEY. MR. HILDESLEY^ 

London^ J\dy 13, 1754/ 

VV H AT pain have I given myself in the 
pain L have given to a most worthy heart ! 
Dear and truly reverend Sir, you think toa 
humbly of yourself ; too highly of me ! la 
what manner has the sincere hearted Dr. 
Webster reported my unwillingness to givo 
up the hopes I had conceived of an acquain-r 
tance with a man of Mr Hildesley's charac^ 
ter ; a character confirmed to me worthy and- 
excellent, from Lady Echlin-and Lady Lam^^ 
bard, who. both so greatly and justly respect - 
you? And still further- confirmed by Dr* 
Webster, and worthy Mr. Bennet. Re-» 
proach, Sir ! harsh word ! I intended not 
the respectfiil sentiments I expressed of you 
to my friend, as a reproach ; but as a desire 
of p;*e8erving a place in your good opinion \ 
a>3« andKi 
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and a half fear of having, by some means or 
other^ if not forfeited, lessened it It was 
not, Sir^ * that you ccmdescended to think 
highly of the history of Qarissa, or justly of 
my design in writing it^ that I was fond of 
cultivating your kindly-offered friendship ; 
but because it was the ofifered friendship of a 
man noted for his goodness, and the indefa<> 
tigable pains he takes in the performance of 
all his important duties. 

It is your province to instruct: youwttit 
not to be instructed, were my poor writings 
capable of affording useful hints to a good 
and welF-disposed mind. My dear 8ir^ ydu 
have only somewhat afiected me, in your 
forbearance of paying me a personal visits 
when you were in town, because you had 
not read the History of Sir Charles 6randi« 
son. Do not, I beseech you, think me a 
vain creature ; a man wanting to be compH* 
mented on his writings. All I would have 
expected from you, if you had had leisure to 
peruse such a voluminous work^ could have 

only 
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only been correction/ or to have suggested 
to mt onj thing that would have served to 
make my best character more useful. But 
these should have been at your own motion : 
I am not for teazing my friends with my sub- 
jects* If they lead into them so spontane- 
ously^ as that I may not impute their choice 
to good-natured complaisance merely, then 
do I convince them^ that I am more desirous 
of their correction and improvement, than of 
their praise. Dear Sir, do I not write with 
Jiopes to improve the younger world ; and 
shall I not wish, preferably to all other con- 
siderations, to be improved myself^ by the 
elder, and by those who, living in a constant 
exercise of their first duties, are capable of 
improving a man moving in a much narrower 
f^)here than they do. 

I repeat, that I am grieved for having 
grieved you. Dear Sir, forgive me. Let 
not your many and great avocations be in the 
least interfered with, either by the History 
43f Sir Charles Grandison, or its writer. If 
G 4 I can 
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and by what passed between your worthy 
friend, Dr. Young, and me, when we could 
have your presence no longer. 

What a cheerful-making thing is true \ 
piety ! I was sure you were a cheerful man ^ 
before I saw you. The consciousness of a 
duty well performed, I have ever since seen 
in your every remembered feature and air. 
This is more than a compliment. If it 
abashes you, take it as a punishment for 
the several disqualifying paragraphs in your 
last letter.. 

I made your acknowledgments to Lady 
Echlin, as you desired, on her being the 
cause of the republication of Mr. Howe*s 
Meditations. Thus, in her's to me, of Sep- 
tember 27th, she writes in return : " I am 
vastly obliged to you. Sir, for naming me 
to good Mr. Hildesley, and greatly pleased 
and honoured by his mentioning mie in his 
letter to you. LadyLambard has not yet 
had a visit from her dear Mark 1 longs to 
aee, him in Kent/' &c.. 

G 5 Write 
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Write not to roe, dear Sir, but at yoor 
full leisure. Let me please mysdf, that I . 
have in Mr. Hildesley a friend and miU 
wisher, and that I am constandy remem«v 
bered in your prayers ; and you will infi-^ 
nitely oblige^ dear and reverend Sir^ 

Your's, &c. 

S. Richardson. 



TO 7KB REV. MR. HILDESLBT. 

Lofidon, Feb. 21| 1755. 

L Y dear Mr, Hildesley has, at last, gone 
through the History of Sir Charles Grand!* 
son. I am not a little pleased that he has found 
in it something worthy of his approbation. 
The kind, the friendly, freedom you are so 
good as to treat that History with, when you 

so 
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gready prefer that of Clarissa to it^ is an in* 
stance of your sincerity! that makes me the 
mofe depend upon the praise you give to 
aome of its parts. I bdieve most men who 
have written a great deal at different parts 
of life, and are advanced in years^ suspect* 
ing a failure of their faculties^ are apt fondly 
to wish that their last pdblished work shall 
be found equal to those written in the vigor 
of life. Many there are v(^o have contri^^* 
buted to this fondness in me ; but^ for my 
p^rt, I submit my own opinion of what I 
have written to the judgment of my readers, 
as I ought ; glad^ upon the whole, that they 
approve of my design and main end in 
writing the respective pieces ; and, looking 
upon myself as the common father of the 
tbree children^ delighted that one prefers 
te e Ider, another the ybunger, as they are 
atriKsk with their different features and com* 
plections. 

You wish that I had touched up6n the 

fadnous sin of suicide. I have avoided in 

o 6 one 
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one history what I have endeavoured strongly 
to enforce in the others. In Pamela, when 
despairing of escspc or snccour^ she was 
tempted to destroy herself, I have made her 
subdue herself by reasonings that perhaps 
will be found cogent;; and Ae pen^knife 
scene in Clarissa, afid her resignation 
throughout her deep distresses, leave little to 
be said in this last piece on the subject. In 
a collection of the sentiments contained ii> 
ieach of the three histories (now soon to be 
published in one pocket volume) it wilf be 
seen that there are not many of the mate» 
rial articles- that may beoTuse for the con- 
duct of Kfe and manners unattended to in 
one or other of them ; so that all together 
they complete one plan, the best I was able, 
to give. 

But whftt thoughts must my <iear Mr. 
Hildesley have of me, who had b^ged his 
correction, when he adds, after the criticisms 
he had fevonred me with, " And'nowj can I 
ever think of seeing your face agaifi aft6r 

this. 
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this freedom ?'* Most heartily do I thank 
you for what you call freedom. It is true 
friendly kindness^. Ah! Sir, that you had 
gfven me Feave to thank you personally for 
it, when you visited Dr. Young on Tuesday 
morning last at n}y own house, when I was 
under ar slight operation, and was ready to 
attend you as you left it; Was you really 
Ibth to look in the face a supposed tenacious 
man, a conceited one too ; who, asking for 
your correction, expected nothing but praise, 
and would be uneasy at your censure, or 
rather at your friendly freedom aw^ sincerity 
of heart ? If, my dear Sir, you think me 
such an one, renounce all' correspondence 
with me. 

I have not seen Fordyce's Art of' Preach^ 
ing. 

Ol Sir! you are too mtich a di-sq.ualifier 
of yourself f Think seriously ,^ are you not 
blameable in this particular ? Writing toa 
to me ? Indeed, you put me out of coua- 
tenance. 

Excuse 
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Excise mejt Sar^ that I answered not your 
last of October the 26th. In one passage of 
it^ I understood that yon expected not to hear 
from me till you had perused the History 
of Sir Charles Grandison. 

In that letter^ you oall Sir Charles's treat- 
ment of his father's concubine more than 
evangelical. Does not our blessed Saviour's 
treatmait of the woman taken in adultery 
shew a superior instance of goodness ? 

You stand very high in Lady Echlin's 
good graces ; but no wonder ; she is an ex- 
cellent woman. You are kind in telling me 
you will make my compliments to Lady 
Lambard. I conclude with the assurance^ 
that I am, reverend Sir, 

Your aflfectionate Friafid, 

and humble Servant, 

S. RlCHAfiBSOK. 



TO 
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TO MR. BICHABDSON. 

Bishop's Court, Isk of Mann^ 
August 96, 1760. 

WORTHY SIR, 

1 HE revival of a correspondence, so long 
dormant, may possibly require some apology^ 
or at least some reason, for it. ^ 

The seeing two such respectable names 
as Dr. Young's and Mr. S. Richardson's, 
among the subscribers to Dr. Doddridgcl's 
Family Expositor ^ inclines me to hope that 
work commands some share of your ap- 
probation and esteem : and from the motive 
of that persuasion, I am induced to request 
a piece of friendly trouble from you, viz. 
of procuring for me a set of the new edition 
of it from Mr. Rivington. It is designed 
for a present to an old friend and acquaint- 
ance of mine (whose welfare and happiness 

I have 
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r Have much at heart) the worthy and- 
amiable Lady Lambard, of the vine at 
Sevenoaks, in Kent. Order them, if it njay 
be, without the pictures, which, in my poor 
opinion, are a very needless ornament to a 
work of that sort'. 

The same insuperable curiosity that sent 
my pen and person to Salisbury Court, 
prompted me also to seek the acquaintance 
of that singularly happy instructor, whose 
pious labours I have long reverenced and 
admired. I had the agreeeble favour of 
receiving two or three letters from him, and 
was within a few hours of a personal inter- 
view with him, by his own appointment, in 
London, the last time, I believe, he was 
there. Bating some gentle hints at forms 
and orders, and some few points wherein 
he differs from the established church of 
England, which his education (though 
greatly guarded and softened by his cha- 
ritable spirit) naturally produced from him> 
I cannot help thinking and saying I never 
had a more agreeable correspondent. 
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The six volumes of the Family Expositor, 
above referred to, contain as much matter 
of real edification^ as any performance of 
the kind I have ever met with. And I 
should be very glad (if not too troublesome 
to you to use your pen) of receiving the 
pleasure of your optnior^ and of wliat yoa 
have heard your excellent friend of Wei win 
say of it, I dare venture to hope (though? 
perba|)S he will not allow him (Doddridge) 
the title of an original), that both the Doctor 
and you will concur with me in pronouncing 
him a most aflFectionately pious, and truly^ 
Christian writer. 

I know not whether the distance of my 
present exotic situation, added to that of 
the date of my last letter to you, may be 
looked upon a& a bar to my title (if I ever 
had any) and to my request, to be retained 
in, or restored to, the roll, of those you call 
your friends : but if you wiU, by any hand 
whatever, be pleased to certify me of 
youc health, and of your accepting and 

excusing; 
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excusing the freedom I have here taken, it 
will be a particular satisfactioa to him^ ydm 
here subscribes, with great truth. 

Dear and worthy Sir, your's, &c. 

M. SODOR AKB MaKK. . 



TO THB BBT. MB. HILDBSLSr. 

Sept. 10, 17CO. 
MT GOOD LOBD^ 

k Rbcbivbd, with great pleasure, your 
fovour of the l6th of last month, which 
your Lordship kindly calls the revival of a 
correspondence, and with the greater (or 
tittt very reason ; for no one more sincerdy 
respects your Lordship than myself. 

I cannot say that I have read the Expo* 
iitor« I have been exceedingly ill in what 

I may 
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t may call the paralytic wer^^ to tiiat I have 
beea obliged to lay aside the pen^ and to 
lessen such of my attentions in the reading 
way, as did not immediately relate to my 
Imsiness and family affairs ; and had not 
gtren directions to the proprietors of the 
work, to put me down as a subscriber to it« 
It waa a spontaneous act of their own : and 
so (for ou^ I know) it is with regard to our 
W^^^rju firiend; for though I know that 
Dr. Young gready respected Dr« Dod* 
dridge^ for some of his former writings, I 
never heard him mention this. But your 
high opinion of it, will not suffer me, for 
my part, to be long without it. 

Allow me, my Lord, to say, there is one 
paragraph in your favour before me, that 
gave me much pain at first reading. It is 
that which begins " I know not whether the 
distance be a bar to my title, if I ever had 
any ! [what an if!] and to my request.** My 
dear good Lord, permit me, with the highest 
respect, to rejoice in your condescension 

in 
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in allowing me to rank your Lordship ixh 
the roll of my most revered and estimable 
friends : a liberty I shall be proud of takings 
to the last hour of my life. 

I am entirely of opinion with you, my. 
Lord, in relation to pictures in books written^ 
on divine subjects. Those in Milton,, for ex- 
ample, in which the angels are represented 
cloathed, the man and woman quite ndied, are 
equally absurd and indecent. I am, my Lord^ 
with the greatest and most respectful esteem^ 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and humble Servant^ 

S^RlCRARDSOK^ 



TO 
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TO MR. RICHABDSQN^ 

Isle of ManfTh Nw. 11, 1760. 

It was a singular pleasure to me, to see the 
worthy Mr, Richardsorfs hand to paper, 
though I fear, ;5omewhat troublesome to him 
to afford it me. It would have been equally 
obliging, good Sir, if you had wrote by an 
amanuensis, could you but have submitted 
■to that mortification. 

The compliment you are pleased to make 
me, of procuring Doddridge's last work for 
yourself, on account of my opinion of it, I 
hope willte amply repaid by the pleasure and 
emolument you will receive from flie peru- 
sal of it : and that some of the attention 
jou still bestow on your family affairs, you 
will not thiiik foreign to them, to be em- 
ployed in the Family Expositor ; the blessed 
^effects of which, I trust, will remain, when 
1 " we 
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we and our families shall be no more — ^with 
respect to all earthly cares. 

I am sorry to hear the account you give of 
Dr. Young's impending misfortune,* where- 
by the public, as well as himself, are likely 
to be such great sufferers. You do me the ho- 
nour to join me with yourself in calling him 
our friend. It is an honour I should be very 
proud of sufficient title to. The friendship 
of so valuable a persony in every respect, I 
was ever, indeed, ambitious to obtain and 
cultivate whilst he wats my neighbour for up«> 
wards of twenty years ; and for that end, have 
often intruded upon him, as I did on another 
certain genius ; and in which borrowed cre- 
dit o^ knowing and endeavouring to be 
known to worthy and ingenious persons, I 
cannot say but I have sometimes happily suc- 
ceeded. The impertinence of my frequent 
visits to him (for, impertinent must that 
liberty be deemed, which in so many years 

* I^is of sight* 

faUed 
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lailed to receive the ei^coiirag^ment of ever 
seeing him once at mj house^ beyond tfaa 
threshbold of my door) however, was amply 
rewarded ; forasmuch as, I can truly say, he 
never received me but with agreeable, open 
Qom^iacency 'y and t never left him but with 
profitable pleasure and knprovement. He 
jfz&y one or other, the most modest, the most 
padent of contradiction, and the most in* 
tortomg and entertaining, of any man (at 
least of any man who bad sajust pretension^ 
to pertinacity noA reserve) I ever conversed 
with. ITiis, Sir, I do not tell jrbu, to certify 
yott ef the Doctor's chOTacter, who are much 
better acquainted with it, from your ownt 
knowledge of him ; but to appeal to you, 
from the justic^ I do him, with resp^t to 
mine. I hope- to hear a better account of 
bimy as tx> tbe malady, he is apprehensive of^ 
foff he 18 a man, i think, of singular impor- 
tedoe to the Christian wc^rld^ I ^ay Heaven 
may think so too. , 
With Ji^th«]^ for your last fevdur, and 

my 
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my sincere prayers for your health and pros* 
perity, I remain, dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged Servant, 

Mr. SoDOR AND Mann, 

P.S. Pray, who is ih\s Yt)rick ? (a pre- 
hendary of York, I know he is). But what 
say you to his compositions, that have of late 
cwnmanded so much of the attention ^»d 
admiration of the wits of the present age. I 
^un told, they have the<x)untenance. and i^- 
commendation of some ingenious Dutchess-: 
Is this true or not ^ I doubt, as you are an 
author yourself, possessed of the veneratioa 
and applause of the public, your modesty 
will not incline you to oblige me with your 
real sentiments, at least not with the whole 
of them. The best apology for this freedom 
is the title you allow me to ypur fpiendsbi{^ 
. As I am an exile, you will ueadily imagine, 
bow acceptable is every line 1 receive from 
my native country ; and proportion^bly mor« 
so, when dated from Salisbury Coui^t. 

Aiasl 
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Alas ! his late Majesty of Gre^ Britain 
suddenly snatched away ; but yet we may 
say — ^full of years and full of glory ! 



TO THE REV. MR. HILBESLEY. 

London, Sept. 24, 176l. 

Encouraged by one letter, written by 
me with tderable steadiness, my only amanu* 
ensis, my daughter Patty, not being well, 
shame and duty oblige me to try what I can 
do myself to so respectable a friend — so 
your Lordship allows me to call you. 

I have the great pleasure of congratulating 
you> on Dr. Young's good state of health, 
and on his abated apprehensions of the ca- 
lamity he dreaded ; as well as on a promotion 
that does equal honour to his acceptance, and 
to the conferrers, the royal conferrer's 

VOL. V, H choice 
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choice and nomination ; and still the more 
in his own opinion^ as he is the immediate 
successor and heir of one of the best divines^ 
and soundest Christians, and usefuUest ge- 
nius, that ever graced a court, or a nation, 
I may say — Dr. Stephen Hales, clerk of the 
closet to her Royal Highness, the Princess 
of Wales ; and upon the recommendation of 
his Majesty himself, as a noble peer assured 
me yesterday. This, I know, is a circum- 
stance that your Lordship will hear with 
pleasure. 

Who is this Yorick ? you are pleased 
to ask me. You cannot, I imagine have 
1 looked into his books : execrable I cannot 
I but call them ; for I am told that the third 
and fourth volumes are worse, if possible, 
than the two first ; which, only, I have had 
the patience to run through. One extenu- 
ating circumstance attends his works, that 
they are too gross to be inflaming. 

My daughter shall transcribe for me the 
sentiments of a young lady^ as written to 

another 
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another lady, her friend in the country, 
on the publication of the two first vo» 
lumes only. 

*^ Happy are you in your r^irement* 
where you read what books you choose> either 
for instruction or entertainment ; but in this 
foolish town, we are obliged to read every 
foolish book that fashion raiders prevaloiit 
in conversation ; and I am horribly out of 
humour with the present taste, which makes 
people ashamed to own they have not read, 
what if fashion did not authorise, they would 
with more reason blush to say they had read ! 
Perhaps some polite person from London, 
may have forced this piece into your hand^ 
but give it not a place in your library ; let 
not Tristram Shandy be ranked among the 
well chosen auth(H*s there. It is, indeed, a 
little book, and little is its merit, though 
^reat has been the writer's reward ! Unac* 
countable wildness ; whimsical digressbns ; 
comical incoherencies ; uncommon inde* 
cencies; all with an air of novelty, has 
H 2 catched 
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catched the reader's attention, and applause 
has flown from one to another, till it is al- 
most singular to disapprove : even the bishops 
admire, and recompense his wit, though his 
own character as a clergyman seems much 
impeached by printing such gross and vulgar 
tales, as no decent mind can endure without 
extreme disgust ! Yet I will do him justice ; 
and, if forced by friends, or led by curiosity, 
you have read, and laughed, and almost cried 
at Tristram, I will agree with you that there is 
subject for mirth, and some affecting strokes ; 
Yorick, Uncle Toby, and Trim are admirably 
characterised, and very interesting, and an 
excellent sermon of a peculiar kind, on con- 
science, is. introduced ; and I most admire 
the author for his judgment in seeing the 
town's folly in the extravagant praises and 
favours heaped on him ; for he says, he passed 
unnoticed by the world till he put on a fool's 
coat, and since that every body admires 
him! 

But mark my prophecy, that by another 

season. 
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season, this performance will be as much 
decryed, as it is now •extolled ; for it has not 
intrinsic merit sufficient to prevent its sink- 
ing, when no longer upheld by the short- 
lived breath of fashion : and yet another 
prophecy I utter, that this ridiculous com* 
pound will be the cause of many more pro- 
ductions, witless and humourless, perhaps, 
but indecent and absurd; till the to^n wiJl 
be punished for undue encouragement, by 
being poisoned with disgustful nonsense." 

I have not been, able of a long time to 
write so much and so steadily. I begin to 
be sensible of failure in my fingers ; but in 
my heart, shall be ever 

Your Lordship's devoted 

and obedient Servant, 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MB. RICHARDSON* 

Bishop's Court f Jpril 1, 176I; 
BEAR SIR^ 

Y OUR paragraph relating to Dr. Ifoung, 
confirming that I saw in the News-papers^ 
did, as you rightly judged^ give me much 
pleasure ; not so much or altogether on his 
account, as of the family he is likely to prove 
a blessing to, by supplying the great loss her 
Royal Highness and her c^pring have suf- 
fered in the death of her late pious and wor- 
thy curator, in her domestic spiritual con- 
cerns. My long acquaintance and corre- 
spondence with the fate Dr. H^eSj has af- 
forded me, not only great pleasure and emo- 
lument, with regard to myself, but likewise 
occasion to know, what a benefit he was to 
the Christian and philosophical world in ge- 
neral ; 
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neral ; and to such as enjoyed his more im- 
mediate pers(Hial instructions in particular. 
And I have no doubt, by what his modesty 
has allowed him, in point of friendship, to 
impart, to whom next uncfer God, the ex- 
cellent qualities of a great personage, whom 
the nation hath entertained the most favour- 
able conceptions of, are to be attributed, I 
wrote to the good man, the 1 5th of October 
la8t,and,notwithstandingtheusuallyuncertain 
passage of letters to and from hence, through 
the various hands they are committed to, by 
sea and lard, I received an answer from hi in 
of two folio pages, close wrote, dated the 
a5th of the same month ; at the conclusion of 
which, after his customary manner of sup- 
plicating heaven, in my behalf; he says, 
^^ This is a long letter for one in his S4th 
year!" 

Your happening to mention this great and 

good friend of mine, has led me to express 

thus much of my feeling sense of the loss I 

have in him personally, besides what I share 

h4 in 
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in common with the public^ andwhicbi I 
conceive, you readily indulge me in. As my 
father had the honour of dispensing the first 
rudiments of his education^ the Doctor 
thought proper to transfer some part of that 
regard, he had for his tutor, to the less wor- 
thy son : and which I have enjoyed without 
interruption for near forty years — even nearly 
within a few weeks of his death. If I am 
not so happy in the likje intimacy, with his 
no less excellait successor, at Leicester 
House, I most sincerely rejoice in, and par- 
take of,, the satisfaction, all (and they are 
very many) who are not strangers to his ad«p 
mirably adapted talents for the interesting 
and important province he is appointed to : 
interesting, I mean, to the Royal family, 
and in them to: the public national welfare ; 
and in that light, I am persuaded. Dr. Young 
will shine most gloriously ! You will do me 
a favour, when opportunity offers, if you 
will be pleased to tell him, that a quondam 
neighbour of his, in Hertfordshire, desires 

his 
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his acceptance of hearty congratulations, on , 
the occasion he is going to have put into bis 
hands, of being next under God, what I 
know he delights to bej the happy instru** 
ment of much good, and of being more and 
more the promoter of that religion, be has 
long been an ornament to. 

Your strictures, good Sir, upon the inde- 
lipately witty Yorick, from that little I acci- 
dentally read of shameless Shandy (for that 
little was enough to forbid me to read more) 
I believe to be very just. (As to the ladies, 
they may be allowed to understand no hariii 
in what they read: but our sex, I doubt, 
have; no pretensions to such a plea of in- 
conception.) 

That corrupt nature should be pleased 
with what; ministers plentifully to the foul 
imagination of the polluted heart, is not 
strange j but, that spiritual men, and ec- 
clesiastical dignitaries should oountenanc 
and encourage such a production, is hardly 
capable of any sort of defence. However, 
H 5 I hear 
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I hear from several^ and those very good 
hands^ tliat now the laugh is pretty well sab- 
sided, many begin to be heartily ashamed 
at that which had raised it. 
. Whenever it suits you out perse out per 
alteram ; to hear from you, will much oblige 

Dear Sir, 

Your fiiithful Friend and Servant, 

M, SoDOR AND Mann. 
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BBTWBKll 

Tk^ Rev. Me. LOFTUS 

AND 

Ma. RICHARDSON. 



TO MR. RICHARBSOK. 

Dublin, JViw. 12, 1756. 
DEAR SIR^ 

It is long since my real esteem for you haft 
given me a. right to make use of that afiec- 
tionate expression, and since you have en- 
couraged me in it, I shall constantly make 
use of it. 

Till you had sent them to me, I did not 

see your reasons for concluding Sir Charles 

Grandison^s story in the way you have done ; 

H 6 but, 
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but, since I have considered them, I am en* 
tirely satisfied. 

It is the budness of all your friends to dis* 
suade you from any close application to your 
studies. Some time ago I was much pleased 
with a paper of Fielding's, wherein he re- 
presented the different effects which the la- 
bour of the hands and the head had upon 
the constitution. By the former there was 
constantly procured a good appetite, re- 
freshing sleep, health, strength, and high spi- 
rits ; l^ut^ by the latter, every one of those 
effects were almost always reversed; and 
this I had the mortification myself of ex- 
periencing some time afterwards. I had 
closely confined myself to writing for more 
than half a year, and the consequence was, 
that my nights were sleepless, my appetite 
gone, my head become giddy, and I was 
hardly able to walk ; and, from being one 
of the most cheerful men in the world, I 
was sunk into such an extreme dejection, that 
I could find no pleasure in any thing^^ nor 

think 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITH MR. RICHARDSON. 15'7 

think that any couM be found in them. 
But from this wretched condition I was. soon 
roozed, by remounting my long^ neglected 
horses, and riding abroad for two or three 
hours every fair day ; for, by this means, I 
was in a month* or two restored to my for- 
mer health, and.taught this piece of wisdom 
into the bargain, never to apply mysetf 
again to study with such an intense applica- 
tion as long as I shall live. I wish that my 
most esteemed friend may see in. tliisboth 
the cause of his weak nerves, and the pro- 
per method to obtain a remedy for them. 

I am really astonished at the account you 
give of the manner of your writing. There 
is in your persons a difference and pecu- 
lianty of character so preserved through 
the whole of their actions, that I could never 
imagine but that this proceeded from a long 
and careful revisal of your work. But I am to 
inform you from hence, that it is, in all pro- 
bability, a vain attempt for you to think of 
doing any thing with yourself by force ; you 

must 
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must always follow the natural bent of your 
inclinations^ and you will be sure always to 
shine in whatsoever you shall write in this 
manner. I was struck with your Pamela 
when it first came out ; and^ if I be not much 
mistaken, it contains in it a beautiful sim- 
plicity which I never knew excelled except in 
the Bible. 

As I know that you are conversant with 
learned men, I should be glad to hear what 
their opinion is of Mr. John Hutchinson's 
woiks. I liave a mind to read them ; but as 
this will require a very deep knowledge of 
the Hebrew to do it to any purpose, I would 
willingly know the character that they bear 
in the learned world before I undertake such 
a tedious and difficult work. I am, dear 
Sir, with the greatest truth, 

Your most affectionate 

and obedient Servant, 

Smyth Lo^tus. 
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TO THB KEV. MR, LOPTU8. 

Dec. 13, 1756. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR^ 

1 Am greatly favoured by the re-conside* 
ration you have given to the winding up 
of the History of Sir Charles Grandison. 
It would have been easier for me, while 
I was in possession (as I may say) of the 
characters^ to have proceeded with them^ 
to the amount of another volume, than to 
have entered upon a new subject, as many 
of my friends wished me to do* fiut I 
have written a vast quantity ; and, being 
tired myself, I thought that was a fair warn- 
ing to me not to incur the mortification of 
tiring my readers. Then, to own the truth, 
I was extremely chagrined at the unpro- 
voked treatment I met with in Dublin. 
And Faulkner, in whom I confided, still 

more 
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more than the rest (with whom, abandoning* 
me, he spontaneously joined himself) afflicted 
me. But it is over, unless I were to resume 
the pen, of which fault they have contri- 
buted to cure me : should I, however, can 
you find me a plan ? 

I congratulate you. Sir, that you left off 
your intense studies while your health was 
recoverable. I was not so prudent : and 
years have confirmed my maladies, and made 
them habitual to me; if I may. so express 
myself. 

You, Sir, had recourse to your horses: 
a happy expedient ! I never could ride. 

Have you never any calls to London, 
dear Sir? I should be very happy in an 
opportunity to return you personally my 
acknowledgments for your favours to rae, 
and to cultivate more and more the friend- 
ship for me so happily begun, with a gen- 
tleman of so much worth and honour. 

I have enquired of two . learned gentle- 
men, their opinion iof the works of Mr. 
1 John 
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John Hutchinson ; men of piety and ex- 
tensive knowledge and charity, yet who 
know not each other. They both agree in 
discountenancing that gentleman's whimsies 
(one of them called them) and those of his 
followers : Men, generally (they say) in- 
capable (but by propagating novelties) of 
making any figure in the literary world. 
The Hebrew (they both say) is one of the 
poorest of all languages, and has not words 
to enable an adept in it, with clearness and 
precision, to express his ideas, insomuch 
that one word may be interpreted into seve^- 
ral meanings. Hence it is that the Hutch- 
insonians give themselves a latitude of ex- 
plaining, very absurdly sometimes, the words. 
q£ the Hebrew, scriptures ; and pretend to 
derive from the Pentateuch, and even the 
Book of Grenesis, all and every science which 
has been the effect of late discoveries. All 
those parts of Sir Isaac Newton's philo- 
sophy, that they approve of, are^ it seems, 
to be found there ; and for those that are 

not^ 
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not^ they decry him. In shorty they graerally 
scoifF at that great philosopher, and torture 
the Hebrew words and syllables into a jus- 
tification of their own absurd notions* 
They ore (one of the gentlemen says) treated 
by all sound scholars^ and men of learning 
in the universities (with the learned of both 
which he has an exten^ve correspondence) 
as visionaries, or little better ; as dogmatists^ 
conceited and vain : yet be doubts not but 
there are well-meaning mai among them ; 
many weak ones he is sure there are. J am. 
Sir, with repeated acknowledgmeiits. 

Your most faithful 

and obliged Servant, 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Dublin, 2\yDed. 1756. 

DBAR SIR^ 

Upon some reflection with myself, I can- 
not find that I should be able to strike out 
any plan for you ; this is a peculiar turn for 
which my genius does not appear to be at 
all fitted, and less so now than ever. The 
cures that I have hitherto had, consisted 
of very few and of low people, and my 
sermons were almost entirely adapted to 
their instruction ; but sometime ago I had 
an offer made me of a living in his gift, by a 
noble lord, which, though of a middling in- 
come, is one of the greatest consequence in 
this kingdom ; and this shewed me that I had 
been too remiss in preparing myself for such 
a circumstance, and has set me with all my 
attention to make sermons that may be 
fitting for such a parish. The incumbent 

has 
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has, however, recovered beyond all expecta-^ 
tion ; but is still but in a very precarious 
state of health. My friend Skelton has 
promised to give me a meeting at my bro- 
ther's place in the country, which, both by- 
the situation and rural improvements, is 
one of the sweetest retirements that I am 
acquainted with, sometime in the spring ; 
and if we can, in our wanderings through 
his delightful fields and woods, start any 
thing that we think may be ef any use^ 
Mr. Richardson shall be sure to be in* 
formed of it. There is one thing peculiarly 
enchanting in this place, that his game- 
keeper shoots all the hawks that come near 
it; and by this means, and a large fruit 
garden to feed them, has he such a concert 
of singing birds as is quite enchanting. I 
know when my friend Skelton and I meet 
there, we shall eagerly wish for the company 
of a third person to make our society com- 
plete, who,^ by what I hear and see of him, 
would give the highest relish to. our enter- 
tainment ; as I hope that we should all prove 
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agreeable to him. My brother is a man of 
sense, virtue, and politeness, who has seen 
every thing of consequence in France, Italy, 
and England. 

* Possibly I may have the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. Richardson in London, but it must be 
some time hence. I have a wife, who would 
not care to have me pass the sea ; she is 
an abominable coward with regard to this, 
matter, and what she fears for herself, she 
also fears for me; and Mr. Richardson knows 
that a considerate husband would be loth 
to add this uneasiness to that which his ab- 
sence must also occasion. I am extremely 
obliged to you for the account you have 
procured me of Mr. John Hutchinson's 
works. It is the same with the opinion 
that I had myself entertained of them, upon 
reading some extracts from them ; but I 
was willing to have it confirmed by a 
better authority. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir^ 

Tour's, &c. 
Smyth LoFTUs. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Dublm, May 31,1757. 

DEAR SIR, 

Whether we shaU judge with Swift, 
that a fine genius is the natural cause or the 
effect of a tender constitution ; or, with 
Fielding, saj, that the labour of the brain is 
necessarily productive of this malady, so it 
is, that I cannot recollect one person who 
has been eminent for wit, that has not la- 
boured under a sickly habit of body. I am 
sorry, indeed, that my worthy friend feels 
so much, of t^is evil ; but it is the condition 
of this life to have all advantages blended 
with disadvantages also, and he therefore 
who is so highly exalted in the one case, 
cannot expect to be entirely exempted in 
the other. 
I think I will communicate to you some 

refiec- 
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reflections which I lately had in my bro* 
ther's wood. Whilst he was detained in 
the house with business^ I was enjoying a 
sweet evening in that solitary delightful re- 
tirement. Besides the concert of the little 
birds, I had the thru^, the blackbird, the 
wood-quest, all singing about me ; and that 
in such numbers, and with such a loud ex- 
ultation of joy, as struck me with amaze- 
ment at the Great Creator's bounty to those 
little creatures. For what must that good- 
ness' of his be, which, by all kinds of bles* 
sings which their nature was capable of 
receiving, had poured out such a profusion 
of happiness upon them ? — upon them, who, 
whilst they rejoiced in the favour, were yet 
insensible of the hand from whence it 
came ! 

But how was it then that I had met with 
such a daocking scene of distress in my way 
hither. My brother's whole yard was filled 
with a crowd of miserable people waiting 
for his charity, whom the hardness of the 

late 
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late and present season, epidemic disorders, 
and a variety ctf other calamitous accidents, 
had visibly reduced to such a degree of 
wretchedness, that the most hardened of 
hearts must have been melted by such a 
dismal spectacle ! Was not man, oi^t of 
comparison, the more noble creature ? Was 
he not, too, the only one that was sensible 
of the author of his being ? And had he 
not, then, an unquestionable rigbt to a better 
provision, and a greater share of happiness, 
than these little animals could have any 
claim to ? How was it then, that there 
should be such a profusion of Grod's bles- 
sings bestowed upon the one, of misery upon 
(he other ; and this, not only at the present, 
I but in all other times : man being, undoubt- 
ledly, the most miserable creature in this 
1 world. Revelation only could solve all these 
difficulties : — man was fallen ; man must 
die ; and man must live for ever. Want, 
labour, sorrow, sickness, was in this view 
necessary and fit for him in this world, his 

state 
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state of trial ; and exemption from all mi- 
sery, an everlasting life, and a fullness of 
never-ending bliss, were the proper, and 
t)nly proper, portion of the next. 

I know not how this may seem to others ; 
but, at the time, it struck me with a most 
full and pleasing conviction of these great 
truths of Christianity, and I am still of the 
same opinion. 

Believe me to be, with the greatest truth. 

Dear Sir, your*s, &c. 

Smyth Loftus. 
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TO MR, RICJIARDSOK. 

Ihiblin^ June tO, 17a7- 
DBAR S1R> 

1 Am sorry to find -by your's of the Qth, 
that your illness still continues upon you, 
with so little abatement. But possibly the 
soft and warm weather we have had for some 
time past, may have made an alteration in 
your favour ; and J will hope that it has. 

Our weather has been more than usually 
clear and sunny with us for these two 
months past, but so extremely cold that 
there was no bearing it with safety, unless 
one was covered up as close with cloaths 
as in mid-wrnter-; and some of our gentle- 
men have perished by neglecting to do this. 
We have, by this means, had a putrid fever 
among us, which has in six days carried 
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f)ff a great many people ; but, for these 
seven days paet, we are got into soft, warm 
weather, with some very fine showers, that 
we hope will do some good, 

I did always fear, from the known gene- 
rosity of Mr, Richardson's temper, that 
I should have some present offered to me ;* 
but as I had little or no trouble upon his 
account, and as I have not yet, and I am 
afraid shall not be able, to do him any ser- 
vice of consequence, I was determined not 
to accept of any present from him ; but 
there is no denying of it in the way that 
you have offered it to me. My friend's 
own works, which I so much admire, and 
are offered as a token of friendship by that 
esteemed friend, is a present that I accept 
of with the greatest pleasure, and do there- 
fore return you my most sincere thanks for 
them ; only I hope that you will allow me 
to keep up this friendly intercourse, by 

* On account of his assistance in llic afl'air of the piracy. 
I a sending 
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sending you any thing good which conj&s 
out here. 

I hope soon to meet our common friend, 
Skelton, at Killian, my brother's country 
place. The good man is very well ; and 
the distresses of his people by this hard 
season, have only served to shew forth his 
uncommon virtue. 'He is very unhappily 
situated in one of the wildest counties in 
Ihis island, where he has nothing but a col- 
lection of very low working peqple, and 
these, by the badness of the last harvest, 
and the destruction that a mighty storm 
made of their corn, have long since been 
driven to the greatest distress, without any 
one to help them but himself To do this, 
he forgave those who were poor (almost the 
whole of his parish) their tythe of last year ; 
he laid out what money he had to buy 
corn for them ; he borrowed twenty pounds, 
which was all he could get ; he sold off thir- 
teen pounds worth of his books, and he 
has sent four hundred volumes more (the 
1 only 
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only treasure he has) to Dublin, to be sold' 
for them, and has left himself but about 
two hundred more, which he cannot possibly 
do without. 

I will say nothing of your business till I 
can give you a better account of it, only 
this, that I have got no answer from V— : — j, 
which puts me quite to a stand. 

I am, dear Sir, with the greatest truth^^. 

Your most affectionate, 

humble Servant^ 
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TO MR^ RICHARDSON'. 

' Dublin y August Zy n57» 
DEAR SIR, 

Upon my return to this town on Monday 
was sevennights, after a three weeks stay in 
the country, I found at my house your most 
agreeable present of books. I had, indeed, 
all of your works before, except Pamela^ 
which had been lost by lending them ta 
some ungenerous people. 

I did design to have informed you of this, 
by the very next post; but whilst I was 
diverting myself with turnii^ over to those 
places ia Pamela which had before givea 
me the greatest entertainment, I was irre* 
sistibly drawi> in to read almost the whole 
of them over again ; and, m truth, have 
been so totally employed by them ever since, 
that I could not force myself from them to 
mind any thing else: and for this have I 
been sadly r^ted by the women of my own 

family. 
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£imily, who have several times joined in a 
body against me, complaining that they 
could get no good of me smce I got these 
books ; that I might as well be at Jamaica 
for any company I was to t-hem ; that 
it was not to be sufiered that I should go 
to my study every evening, and much less 
to take up my book after supper; and several 
times have they pulled it out of my hands, 
and once I was in danger of having the tear 
table brought in upon me with aU their com- 
pany, if I had not saved myself by a ready 
compliance with their desires* 

I was disappointed in my hopes of meet- 
ing my friend Skelton at my brother's coun- 
try place; he wrote to me that he could 
not leave his poor people tiH the harvest 
was come in, and in that mountainous and 
cold country that this would not be till the 
month of September, He tells me that he 
has the extreme pleasure of not having 
one person lost in his parish, nor one family 
broke, by this dear and starving season ; 
1 4 and 
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und all this has he been enabled to do by hi5 
own slender means, and the additional 
bounty of about fifty pounds which he got 
from others, when he had a large district to 
take care of that was filled with a number 
of low and very poor people ; and he was 
forced to send twenty or thirty miles for the 
oatmeal which he distributed among them* 
A blessing this, which is not inferior to any 
in this world, and which I well know that 
my esteemed friend, to whom I am writings 
will acknowledge to be so. And now I 
heartily congratulate you upon our deli* 
verance from the late dreadful scarcity^ 
which hasT, I hope, only served to bring 
down the blessings of God upon us for our 
charity, which has been so beneficially dis- 
played upon the occasion in both these 
islands. 

Be assured that you have the most hearty 
and fervent wishes for your welfare fi'om 
Dear Sir, your most affectionate,, 
humble Servant, 

Smyth Loftus. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

September J 8, 1757. 

DEAR SIRy 

XjLS soon as I got your last letter, I wrote 
to Mr. Skelton ; but I have not received an 
answer from him. He every year goes 
abroad for five or six weeks to divert himself 
among his friends ; and he is now out upon 
such an expedition. From the harvest's 
being now come in, and from his having 
lately refused such an offer as your's from 
another gentleman, I judge that he will 
not accept the very generous and charitable 
donation,* which my most esteemed friend 
would fain press upon him. 

* A donation of ten guineas (being all the money 
Mr. Loflus had recovered from the Dublin booksellers) 
for the relief of his poor flock. 

I 5 You 
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You do not speak like yourself in saying^ 
that you are ashamed of the many volumes* 
you have wrote. They are matter of the 
highest glory to you. I wilf telf you a story 
about your sweet girl Pamela. Our late 
Lord CbaneeHor, who was a man more 
remarkable for the goodness of his heart, 
than even for the abilities of his head, 
which were of the most exalted kind, was 
so struck with her history, that he sat up 
reading it the whole night, although it was 
then the middle of term, and declared to 
his family he could not find in his heart 
to quit his book, nor imagined it to be so 
late by many hours. 

I love you for your fears about the pro- 
testant religion, which at this time is in a 
most dangerous situation, to be sure. I 
have always becu taught (and find by a 
careful examination, that I have been justly 
tat^ht) that it is indeed the true, genuine, 
and pure, Christianity ; and that popery is 
a most heathenish and wicked perversion of 

it; 
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it ; and I therefore value it with an esteem 
which makes me tremble for it when I think it 
in any danger : but I will not make you and 
myself melancholy with my fears, which, 
after all, I trust in God are greater than 
they ought to be. 

If the Duke of Cumberland can preserve 
himself and army this campaign, the King 
of Prussia has a possibility of being saved; 
but if he be destroyed, nothing but a mi-* 
racle can save the latter, and our religion 
with him^ , from being quite undone. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most affectionate, 

humble Servant, 
Smyth LoPTUS. 
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TO MR. RICHAR9SON» 

DubliTiy \0 Ftb. 17 58. 
BEAR SlRy 

1 AM much concerned to find by your last 
kind letter to me, that your state of health 
is still so bad : — we are beginning to grow 
very healthy here ; after a very sickly winter* 

There is no person whose judgment i» 
more to be relied upon in literary matters, 
and therefore you may easily imagine how 
agreeable it was to me to have your ap- 
probation of my thoughts in my pamphlet. 

For many years past there has been a 
spirit of irreligion growing upon some of our 
people, and a manifest carelessness about it 
in all ; from which even our clergy are not 
entirely exempted ; and from hence have our 
papists had such an advantage against us ; 
whose industry was equal to our neglect* 

that 
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that the protestant religion was rather declin- 
ing every day, than gaining new ftrength, tilt 
the charter schools came into our aid. And 
this I had such a sensible experience of in 
my own parish, where I found some families 
had been perverted, and to my extreme mor- 
tification, the greater part irretrievably so^ 
that the sense of those things brought 
that little book which my wife has sent you,, 
and which I so rejoice in, since it has gained 
your approbation. 

*Our mother country has often treated us 
very ill, and always to her own detriment. 
It is owing to a step of this kind, that 
France is now her rival in the woollen 
trade ; and I am much afraid that it has 
been owing to a most faulty neglect in 
ourselves, that we have, by near one half, 
so many papists among us at present. The 
common people 6f this country are naturally 
strong bodied and bold, like their neighbours 
of England ; but from a worse diet and 
lodging are better able to bear the fatigues 

of 
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of a military life, to which, from a greater 
love of idleness and pleasure they are much 
more generally addicted; and could our 
government by any means gain upon their 
affections to make them like our service^ 
and be faithful to it, they would never be at 
a loss; for recruits, which now frequently 
happens both in the fleet and army. 
. Although I have still some hopes for us, as 
to public affairs, yet I have my terrors about 
them also. The late expedition to France, 
and our behaviour in North America, shews 
such a bad spirit in our commanders of 
every kind, that I cannot help dreading the 
consequence of a war which must be waged 
under the conduct of such men, however 
superior our natural strength may be to that 
of the enemy. But I will say no more upon 
this most disagreeable subject. 

Believe me to be, with the greatest 
truth, &c. 

Dear Sir, 

Smyth Loptusv 
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TO MR. RICHARDSOITt 

Dublin^ 16 Mayy Y15S. * ' 
DEAR SIR> 

IT is now about three months since I wrote 
to you by a son of Lord Drogheda ; who 
was going to London. 

I am in great hopes that the deaths ef 
the late bishop of Clogher will be a real 
advantage to our friend Skelton. That 
gentleman grew to be a great enemy to 
bim, for no other reason but because 
he was not of his principles, and occa- 
sioned much disturbance to him from the 
heads of his parishioners ; but his succes- 
sor, Mr* Garnet, is of a quite different cha- 
racter ; and, as he has the general repute of 
a worthy man, I make no doubt but he will 
remove Skelton to a parish that will be fitter 

for 
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for the display of those extraordinary talents^^ 
which God has blessed him with. Our 
friend is adored by the lower rank of his 
people, but those few of the better sort 
who have injured him, are therefore irre- 
concileable to him, and plague him as much 
as they can ; which to a mind so sensible as 
his is, gives a great deal of vexation. We 
are all here in high spirits upon the prospect 
of success which we have in our public 
affairs this summer; but my joy arises from 
hence, that I am in hopes that we shall de- 
serve it better from the great Governor of ^ 
the World, by becoming a reformed people 
The character of the English nation was 
heretofore remarkable for a sober and fer- 
vent piety, and when that main spring of 
corruption, court-influence is cut off, from 
whence all our profligacy lias been derived, 
I make no doubt but we shall again settle 
in our wonted regard for religion, and Mr. 
Pitt, to his immortal credit, seems to set him- 
self in opposition to this method of governing, 

which. 
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which, till his time, has been the only one 
followed by our ministers for forty years 
paft. 

I wish you joy of the fine prospect which 
we again have of the return of plenty by 
a most promising harvest. We are all well 
enough here. We have eleven pounds of 
bread for the Irish shilling. 

Believe me to be. 

Dear Sir, your's, 

Smyth Loftvs. 



TO MR« LOFTU8. 

May25y 1758. 

^^Y reverend and ever obliging friend, Mr. 
Loftus, may be sure, that had I not been in 
a poor way as to health and spirits, I should 
not have left unacknowledged, for so long a 
space, his favour of February last. 

I greatly deplore the spirit of irreligioa 
. that has so visibly gone out, and has i^read 

itself 
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itself through these protestant kingdoms ; and 
still more the carelessness of professors, from 
ivhose laudable and true christian zeal, and 
a blessing upon it, a cure only is to be ex- 
pected. What advantages must the activity 
of our ever-watchful enemies reap from this 
united depravation ! What must become of 
the flock, surrounded by wolves, whose 
shepherds keep no guard! But while the 
Roman catholic subjects of other protestant 
powers, are true and faithful, and mostly so 
from nationality, if I may so express myself, 
is there an unhappy necessity for us to weaken 
our natural strength so much as to consider 
all of that faith as enemies to our civil esta- 
blishment : in a word, as Jacobites ? Can- 
not we, in pursuance of the wise and mo- 
derate and christian measures laid down in 
your patriotic treatise, make such a brave 
and sturdy people, if not immediately pro^ 
testants, patriots ; and active in behalf of 
those who pay them, and give them protec- 
tion in their civil concerns I 

Othat 
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O that the mother country were wise, and 
would give way to an enlarged spirit ! How 
jvisi is your remark, that our enemies of 
France owe to the narrowness of heart of 
former English ministers, the success of 
that formidable rivalry, with which they in- 
sult us ! 

Is there not a prospect that in the ap- 
proaching session of your parliament, some- 
thing of so salutary a nature will be at- 
tempted ? Far be from my heart the shadow 
of an invidious reflection ! But let me ask, 
would the King of Prussia, were he the 
sovereign of such a populous, such a hardy 
and brave, people as the Irish, submit to such 
old customs, and prejudice, as make the ma- 
jority of them useless to themselves and hiro. 
Why is it necessary, in Ireland, any more 
than in Prussian Silesia, a conquered pro- 
vince, that a Roman catholic must be looked 
upon as an enemy to the government that 
protects him ? I too well know from history 
what may be said. But what an additional 

strength 
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strength would unanimity bestow upon both 
islands^ could both sides meet iu love and 
trust? What wisdom in the measure of 
sending to America batallions of brave and 
hardy Highlanders I ^ 

"We know the advantage despotism has in 
great reformations (where the prince deserves 
to be called a sovereign) over a limited au- 
thority : but despotism must rest some- 
where, even in republics ; and cannot the 
three estates, co-operating, da every thing 
necessary for the welfare of the whole people ? 
Wants there more in such a measure as that 
we have before us, than christian principlies^ 
christian moderation (which every side pro* 
fess) and love of country, to actuate every 
heart, and unite every hand, in the t^ommon 
defence ? But how much better has my dear 
Mr. Loftus touched this subject ! 

However our prospects seem, God be 
praised, to be amended; yet, have I my 
anxieties too, with you, about our public af- 
fairs — One signal defeat^ which God forbid ! 

May 
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May 24, 1758. Just received your favour 
of the l6th. How very kind! ^^ About 
three months since," say you. True, indeed, 
and were not my apology above, too just, I 
would now most ingenuously take shame to 
myself. 

You rejoice me. Sir, in the hopes you 
give, that our worthy Mr. Skelton is likely to 
find his account, in his deserved ease and 
quiet, from a late event. Poor Dr. Clayton ! 
inimical man ! Persecutor to his power J 
But he is gone ! I will say no more of him. 

My best respects to your good lady ; and 
to our worthy friend, Mr. J^elton, 

I am, with true affection, 

Your's, &c. 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Dublin f Nov. 23, 1758. 
BEAR SIR, 

JriJAj my pleasing expectations of meeting 
my friend Skdton in the country this last 
summer were disappointed. I need not say 
how much to my regret. There has been a 
long intimacy between us, ever since we 
were together in the college, and by a series 
of mutual good offices, it has grown into a 
settled friendship. I was detained so long 
in town by various accidents, that, when I 
went down, his time was over, and he could not 
then come to mc ; we have not met for some 
years, and now ;be writes me word that he 
believes we shall never have a meeting in this 
world. I was in hopes to have sent you the 
good news that he was removed to a more 
pleasant and profitable situation, and one that 
was fitter for his great talents. His bishop 
has had a good parish vacant for some time, 

and 
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and I hoped that it was designed for him^ 
but 1 have been mistaken. He has another 
fcheme in his view, which I am sorry for. 
The poor man's health, is, I know, much in- 
jured by his low spirits. A continual appli- 
cation to study is impossible to man, and he 
has not a soul in his parish, or within ten 
of your miles, to converse with, and he will 
fiooner die among his people than leave them , 
to the care of another. 

There is not, I am persuaded, a better 
parish minister upon earth ; and you will, I 
-believe, think with me, that I can hardly 
give him a greater character. 

Your notion of my brother's wood is too 
Jhigh ; but it is a pretty little thing and I 
will describe it to you. It lies about half 
•an English mile from his house, the way 
to it through beautiful meadows, enclosed 
with old quick-sets, and forest trees planted 
in a range within them ; one walk is open, 
with a little river mostly in view, the other is 
on the tops of the double ditches, quite shaded 

and 
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and sheltered both from the wind and sun. 
The wood is of sixteen English acres, cut 
into broad and open, and serpentine and close^ 
walks ; there is a pretty temple in it ; a bowl- 
ing green ; many seats and arbours ; a small 
living dream trembling through it in five or 
six little falls ; and a river runnkig by the end 
of it ; and all kept in the neatest order : add 
to this, that the master of the family is a man 
of sense and virtue, who keeps a most excel- 
lent table, and has constantly a profusion of 
the best fruits in their season, and then you 
will know what pleasure I proposed in hav- 
ing my dear friend spend some weeks with 
me in this place, and what a disappointment 
it was to me to miss of his company. 

I almost forgot to tell you that the ex- 
pectation of sending jou an account of Mr. 
Skelton*s preferment, made me delay for 
some weeks, the returning an answer to jour 
last agreeable letter. 

I am, dear Sir, your's, 

Smyth Loftus. 
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The Ret. Mr. SKELTON 



Mr. RICHARDSOK 



TO MR. ^ICHARDSON^ 

Monagharh May 27, 1749- 
MY DEAR FRIENB 

4^HOULD much sooner have heard from 
me, had any thing relating to him or me 
^occurred, that was 'worthy ©f our friend- 
ship: but my whole time, since I left 
London, hath heen spent ki travelling from 
thence to Dublin, from Dublin to the north 
of Irdatkd, from the Tkcnih to Dublin, and 
back again, in getting my books bound 
VOL. \. K and 
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and delivered, in picking up my little pence 
for those books, and in an hundred other 
^perplexing affairs^ together with about a 
thousand visits, which my long absence 
^from my duty and my acquaintances un- 
avoidably l^rought upon me. However, I 
liave not, in the hurry of matters relating 
immediately to myself, been altogether un- 
mindful of such as concerned my friend. 
I took a naturstl occasion of insinuating 
what I thought necessary to Dean Dclany 
about his account; 1 don't mean that I 
mentioned that account to him, for that 
would have had the look of a complaint 
made by one of his friends to another ; but 
that i prepared the way for the discharging 
fhat account, as soon as it shall be tendered 
by the creditor, from whom it will come 
with a better grace, than from any third 
person, who cannot speak of it without 
giving the Dean to ^understand that he is 
debtor, only because his performances were 
not sufficiently called for ; and what is al- 
J most 
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most as bad, that Mr. Richardson had in- 
tiimrted as much to the Dean's friend. The 
Dean and his lady are now at Bath, and will 
spend a year in England, chiefly about 
London. 

As to Faulkner, I hacl some chat with 
him about Clarissa, in which he complained 
of the public, and, to say the truth, I now 
believe with some reason ; for that ad- 
mirable work is pitched above the common 
taste ; yet sure I am, he must have made 
pretty well by it, and ought to pay the 
very moderate sum that was promised, to 
which end I think the author ougnt, with- 
out ceremony, to demand it. 

As to — ■ — , he is still in very good cir- 
cumstances, if a man can be said so to be, 
who hath a great deal of other men's ef- 
fects in his hands. His privilege protects 
him in parliament time ; and at all other 
times he skulks in the Isle of Mann, where 
nothing is to be come at, but such chattels 
as he may have with him in the island. Mr. 
K 2 Thompson 
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Thompson will run Tiim to -an outiawry^ 
and, if it is thought expedient, I will makt 
a trip to the island, and try what may be 
done through the bishop's credit and au*- 
thority there, .as well as by other steps that 
tnay betaken when I am on the spot* 

I know nothing in this world that could 
give me so much pleasure as causing Justice 
to be done to the man who iiath :bcen so 
good a friend to me : but, whether we suc- 
ceed or fail in our other »«ndeavours, to 
serve our friends, there is one in which we 
cannot be disappointed:; I mean that pro- 
posed by my dear friaid, in soliciting Divine 
Providence for eadi other's happiness. 

We may hurt our friends by the good 
wc agnorantly attempt to do them ourselves 5 
but, if wc can by any means move the Al- 
mighty God, who delights in charity, to 
a longer continuance of his patience and 
pity towards them, in that case our friend- 
ship, conducted by a wisdom that cannot 
err, and supported by a power that . cannot 
I ^ - be 
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be assisted, must be secure of success with- 
out alloy. Let us therefore make religion 
the cement, and God the center, of our 
affection ; and let us never forget to pniy 
for each other. 

Could I touch the heart like the author 
of Clarissa, I would tell bim> iik terms like: 
hi3 Qwu, how much and how tepderly 
I am his, 

Fhiii. Skebton. 
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TO MB. SKELTON.. 

Feb. 10, 1749-50. 

JL OUR kind solicitudci my dear and^ 
worthy friend, for me and mine, deserves 
my earliest and most grateful retmns^ 

Most heartily I thank you for your hint» 
of the vegetable diet : I have reason to have 
a very great opinion of it myself. I will 
propose it ; and support the proposal with 
my weight. The instance you give me, in 
your little patient, charms me ; as well for 
the sake of the young unknown, as for 
an example to my good girl. 

I have the pleasure to tell you, from an 
ingenious friend at Cambridge, that your 
iook is in high reputation there. In other 
places, I have heatd you found fault with 
for personal severity, especially on the 
Bishop of Winchester. 

People 
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People will have different sentiments,- 
you know. 

You hav© heard of (perhaps^so) Dn Mid-- 
dleton's Attack on Bishop Sherlock's Book - 
of Prophecies, He seems determined nei- 
ther to suffer the primitive fathers to rest in 
their graves, nor the father of the church- 
to be quiet on the bench. It is supposed 
he is governedby.i^sentment, that: his^ great' 
merits were not rewarded with a seat among 
them. I wish Mr. Skehon, who has a 
name with all sound and good men among» 
us,, would take him in handi if he find 
room for it : Bishop Sherlock, I dare say^ 
would think himself obliged to you; and. 
what you. should do,. would be a. fresh ad- 
vertising of your book. How glad^ could 
it be an introduction to bring you among us I 
We are, I doubt, a worse people than you 
in Ireland are ; at least, have worse among 
us. And what more extended good might 
your preaching and your example do here ! 

1 have just lost my dear and excellent- 
K 4- hearted 
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hearted friend, Mr. Hill, author of Gideonv 
I was present at some of his last scenes r 
my nerves can witness that I was. I am 
endeavouring to find opportunities to shew 
my regard to his memory, hy my good 
offices to three excellent daughters, who, 
for their filial piety, merit all praise, and 
for their other merits, deserve to be the 
care of all who know them. I am, my dear>. 
worthy, and reverend Frietnl, 

Most cordially your*s,. 
whilst 

& RieiiABBSOl^ 



T4^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 201 ] 



3^ MB. RiOHAitn&air.. 

PcdegOf Tmir Enniskilknp 

BIBAR SIR, 

You will hardly forgire me^ when I teH 
you, that my. not answering your kind lettef 
ef so long a time was owing to my not be- 
ing able to get a frank, and that I no^w write 
because Lcwrd Orrery is on this side the wa^ 
ter. But, why should you be angry with 
me for this ? Ought I not to spare a poeket 
to which I have been so much obliged I or, 
have I ten-pence worth of any thing to say 
DOW I do write ? 

The probability of Clarissa's recovery 
would have given me an unspeakable plea- 
sure, had not I been told, at the same timcj 
that her dear and worthy father bad the 
K 5 death 
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death of a brother and* an increase of his- 
own disorders to bear down his too delicate 
spirits. If you could take mustard, now 
and then a glass of old claret, ond ride, F 
should be in less pain for you than I am. 
God grant, when T next hear from you, it 
may be more to my comfort and satisfaction. 
All I can do in the mean time is to solicit 
Heaven for you as often and as fervently as 
1 do for myself. Would to Grod I could be 
hear you, that I might now and then. put 
you on those methods I have so happy re- 
course to mysdf in the Kke ailments, which 
press heavier on me in my present kmely si- 
tuation than they couM da any where else in 
the world. I have a parish, worth about one 
hundred and sixty pounds yearly, but peo*- 
pled' with the most ignorant and barbarous 
of all his majesty's subjects. The country 
is beautiful, but the people shocking. 

It is not a Kltle grievous to be banished 
from all one's friends to a place where no new 
ones, nor even a single conversable acquaint- 
ance 
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ance is to be found. I have had a violent 
fever since I came hither, and every week 
get a fresh cold, which always falls on my 
spirits; however, God be praised, I bear up 
better than I hoped to do ; and, what help^ 
me not a little, the docility of my ignorant 
flock affords me some prospect of doing 
good- 

, I hear the second edition of my book is 
published, and do most heartily wish it may* 
go off honest Mr* Millars hands ^ fast as 
he can count the money v for iu . 

My most affectionate respects to good' 
Mrs. Richarddonand my young friends, par-r 
iicularly my^ dear. patient,^ and to Mr. Mil- 
lar and the ladies. I am, dear Sir, with alt 
the tenderness of. a real friend. 

Your most obliged > 

and most affectionate 

Rhil; Skelton* 



K 6 
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TO THE KET^ MK,. SKBLTOK^ 

LondoTtj March ^^i 1751^ 

MY EEV. ANIX DEAR FRIEVT), 

Indeed you are very culpabfe to fbrbeac 
giving, for such a poor reason, to me who 
valoe you as I do^ the satisfaction of hearing 
from you. Let me beg of you to suppose 
me on the dreary spot with you ; and as their 
you will have no other person near you that 
will be tolerably conversable, I shall hope ta 
have you all to myself; and then what you 
would say to me, if present, that write ; and 
you will greatly oblige me. — Never, neve# 
more mention franks to me,. I, beseech you- 
Do you put our friendship at so low a rate as 
— I cannot say, even after you, I cannot say 
ten-pence. 

The probability of my poor girFs recovery 
is not so great as you kindly wish, and you 

wiU 
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malady. 

A* to myself, I am^ not worse than I have 
been for three months past, in which I have 
had a great increase of my nervous trenv^ 
blings, catchings, and dizziness. As to^ 
fiding, I must not, at my time of life, think 
of overcoming a dislike that I never, eitlier 
aa boy or man> could conquer. But I hava 
a great opinion of mustard. Be pleased ta^ 
give me your process as to that. 

Would to God, indeed, that you could 
be near us I You must do good wherever 
your lot is cast ; but most he^M-tily do I 
wish your opportunities of this kind better 
suited to your genius and liking! I wish 
also that I could not say, that we have worse 
people about us than those by whom you 
are surrounded : judicially wicked ; and 
who might possibly be mended by so good 
a liver, and so forcible and so earnest a 
preacher, as Mr. Skelton ; while ignorance 
may be a plea for the poor souls you ar^ 

among 
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among at the final reckoning. With be>ii' 
Hef and practice you can, hy the grace of- 
God, inspire them. It is a sad thing to say, 
that knowledge and learning, do not secure 
spiritual duties. I congratulate you on the 
docility of your poor people. You will be 
an apostle among them. But yet I am self<- 
ish enough to/ wish a man of your talents 
might have an opportunity to enlarge his 
sphere of action among us ; and I can the 
' rather indulge this selfishness, as your power, 
of doing good would be thereby consequent 
tially augmented. 

I. have not beard (Mac word- of our Mn 
Thompson. I did not think I could have 
been so totally forgotten by him* Can yoUr 
dear Sir, put my- affairs in any ^ood way I. 
You have a. plenipotentiary power to da 
whatever you please in it. 

My wife, my girls, particularly my Nancy, 
desire their kindest and gratefullest respects 
to you. Believe me to be, my dear, my* 
good, my reverend, friend, 

most cordially your 

S. KlCllARI)S0N» 



Digitized by 



Google 



C m. I 



1K> MA BICHARDSON*. 

Bedego^ Majj 10, .1751. - 
M Y H EAR FR I« N D>^ 

1. Will no more keep silence. for ten-pence^:. 
if- 1 have any thing worth a iarthing. to ^^y%: 
and J hope a few words in Mr. Millar's letter^ 
on which I intend to touch, at^the end of this^ 
wUl furnish me with matter for an useful 
correspondence. 

I cannot express to you the concern I feel 
for the dear little girl, whom>I protest I 
love with an affection very near tliat of a 
parent. But what hath a mind so extremely 
delicate to do in so rugged a world ?^ Or 
why should she be long banished among 
minds like ours from the society of angels, 
the only beings that are made like herself ? 

I could 
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I eould wish it would please God to prolong- 
her life, that she might exemplify to the 
world, all tiiose amiable gifts and graces that 
we see budding in her only, and can find no 
where eke^ but in books of imagination. If 
God pleases to^ exalt her to the perfection 
and happiness of superior beings, do not, 
my dear friend, grieve or repine at his good-^ 
will to her. Even natural affection often 
makes us too bold in our wishes. As to a 
wish that this most admirable creature should 
live, I question whether it is not a wish in- 
compatible with the very nature of things, 
k seeming impossible that such sensibility 
should be found in a body less tender and 
dfeKcate. 

It is with inconceivable delight I find in 
Mr. Millar's letter, that you are labouring 
on your good man. Go on, my dear friend, 
and friend to mankind. May God give yoil 
strength and spirits to finish what you have 
begun. Take a few friendly hints from one 
whose very soul loves you, and gasps for this 

new 
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new help to a better Kfe than he hath yet 
been able to exhibit ta tlie eyes of his master* 

As to yourself, take time now and then to 
breathe and recruit your spirits, as well as 
to review and correct the produce of the last 
week or month* 

As to your good many I need not bid 
you christen him ; but I would willingly see 
him as good a Christian^ aa a fine gentlemmi 
can be. I don't mean that the two characters 
are in the least inconsistent, for I aia sure the 
latter is impossible without the former ;^ bu6 
I mean that be should appear on all occa^ 
rions ta act, and suffer, upon Christian prin- 
ciplies ; that he should fast and pray, but not 
iast every day, nor pray every hour. The 
devotional part of Pamela's character was a 
tittle too much charged, that of Clarissa 
somewhat too little, till towards her death. 
I wish to seethe present warm in that respect,, 
but duly tempted ; that he may be rather a 
Christian hero than a saint. 

Let him suffer according to the prediction' 

of 
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of Plato, and the description of Seneca; inr 
Lactantius, and that greatly, both in respecC 
to the severity of the suftering, and the man* 
ner of bearing it. Your good man will be 
out of nature, if he is not persecuted : nay, 
he will be no very good man, if the world 
4o not give him this testimony. 

Take your characters and incidents from 
ueal life, rather than^ from books, that your 
work may be new, and not the copy of a 
copy. Be free with the good or bad now oa 
the stage, but under feigned names and;dis- 
guises, that the world may feel asitreads^ 

Above all, consider the bulk of your read* 

ers, how grossly attached they are to facts^ - 

and adventures, and be sure to enliven theper- 

fbrmance with plenty of subordinate events^ 

all conspiring, and leading to the grand 

event or catastrophe.. The main stem. o£ 

your story may now and then branch inta > 

episodes ; but take care that every twigi 

grow as naturally out of the tree, and.bea]> 

as much fruity as in Clarissa. 

Bhopfc 
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1 hope you intend to give us a bad woman, 
expensive,, imperious, lewd, and at last a 
drammer. This is a fruitful and a necessary 
subject^ which will strike, and entertaia to 
a miracle. You are so safe already with the 
sex, that nothing you can say of a bad wo- 
man will hinder your being a favourite, "es- 
pecially if now and then, when your she-devil 
is, most a devil,^ you take occasion toremark 
how unlike she is to the most beautiful, or 
modest, orgentk^^ or polite, part of the 
creation. 

I am far from thinking you will take this 
freedom of mine ill ; yet considering how 
great a master I am writing to, my affection^ 
which dictates this, can hardly excuse itself 
to my prudence. 

My most affectionate respects to good. 
Mrs. Richardson, and to my young friends^, 
particularly to my dear little Nancy. 

I am, dear Sir,, 

with the most tender affection^ your*s>, 

PHiL« Skelton. 
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TO TJSfi BET. MR. SKELTOlf.. 

Londwtr Feb, 1ft 1752;^ 

W ILL my dear and reverend friend for* 
give the long silence of one who loves him^ 
as well as if be wrote to hhn every post h 
But, if he does, I can hardly forgive my- 
self. The latter end of last November, the 
20th instant, I think, is the date of yoUr 
last. — Fie upon me V — And yet between bu-^ 
einess, writing, and indisposition, I have 
something to say for myself to myself,, 
though nothing to you, but of my shame. 

My poor girl remains much as she wa^> 
by my l«st. She desires her most thankful 
compliments to you for your ever paternal^ 
kindness to her> in your affectionate remepi- 
brances and prayers for her. I thank you, 

my 
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tny dear friend, for your agreeable warmth 
in relation to the bad woman to be in^ 
grafted in my story. You say, *^ You could 
help me on this sulgect greatly, and that 
you have a dozen female devils to paint 
from, whom you would force to sit for me, 
in all the horrors of infernal features ; who, 
if rightly taken off, would preach up virtue 
to the-fciir sex, beyond my Pamela's, Cla- 
rissa's, &c/' 

I demand your assistance, my dear Mr. 
Skelton : assemble your dozen devils, and 
^ake them off for me ; and if I can ingraft 
them in my story, down they go. And pray 
favour me speedily, though I have been so 
remiss. 

i wish I could have consulted you, my 
•deaririend, in my new work. 

I rejoice with you on Mr. Thompson's 
Shappy situation and prospects. 

Is there no call, no business, no induce* 
^ment, that could bring you and him once 
more among us ? 
< But 
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But tell me, are you comfortable in your 
-^situation ? Have you been able to trans- 
form any of your brutes into men and wo* 
men ? Have you any conversable people 
^mong you ? 

Your happiness, my good Sir, will add to 
thatof 

Your ever affectionate 

S. Richardson* 
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TO MR. RICHARDSOir. 

PedegOy near EnniskiUeru, 

July 15, 1752. 
BEAR SIR^ 

JL Havb been too long in your debt ; but 
^I would not write till I could say something 
of an affeir that is ttkely to force me out of 
my parish, or bury me in it. After three 
months soliciting potations against parishi- 
oners who subtracted tythe of corn and hay 
•from me, I, with much ado, obtained them. 
But as I could not afford to sue all the sub- 
tractors, I singled out, what I thought, two 
parties ; one, a single landholder ; the other, 
six joint or under-tenants to one holding, 
with one individual tything; and all alike 
refusing the tythe of »corn and hay. This 
latter party the court hath split into six, par- 
.tie^ and saddled ma wilh six causes ; al- 
though 
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though my adversaries take on no defence, 
^nd consequently are not a |)enny out of 
pocket. So, Sir, I have seven causes where 
I thought I had but two ; six of which are 
for thirty shillings worth of tythes, and cost 
me near four pounds every court-day. My 
bishop says, he will have all causes so ma- 
«aged in his court ; but advises roe to drop 
for the present my si^ causes, and to go for- 
ward with the single cause, while the regis- 
ter promises to demand no more fees till 
the costs are recovered by wjit from the 
people soed ; which will not happen, I be- 
lieve, on this side of doomsday ; for they arc, 
in all respects, a desperate and lawless peo- 
ple, who are every day sending me threaten- 
ing messages, by which I am to imderstand, 
that if J proceed to extremities, I may ex- 
pect to have my throat cut, <7r the house 
Immt over my iiead* Jn this goodly situa- 
tion is your friend, oppressed by the court, 
cheated and threatened by a barbarous ipeo- 
ple^ and without a single frigid, or even 

convers- 
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conversable neighbour, within less than tcA 
Jong miles of him. ' ^ 

My debts and law-suits oppress me : thA 
infinite villainy and cruelty I meet with from 
*every tnortal I have to do with, fret and 
«hock met and the melancholy reflection, 
that I deserve ten thousand times more at 
the hand of God, bids me fear the further 
.effects of God's displeasure. 

Thes6 things so harass me, that I can 
no longer think coolly of controversies on 
Teligious subjects. I j-ead Lord Boling- 
broke's third letter in iselation to the autho- 
d-ity of the Old Testament history. It is so 
full of wilful lies, and so weak every way, 
that it needs not an answer. Our bishop, 
however, says, it is the shrewdest attack yet 
made on Christianity. 

I have not in my work taken tlie least no- 
rtice of him, or his essay ; but I hope I have 
given full proof qf the principles contrary 
to his. What I intend to publish, is so 
many sermons as will make two volumes in 

VOL. V. li . octavo : 
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octavo.: the first, controversial ; and the se- 
cond, practical. The first volume is nearly 
ready for the press ; but my present chagrin 
will not suffer me to go on as I hoped to do. 
If I live to finish this work to my mind, I 
trust it will .do good ; few I have taken in- 
finite pains to secure the fundamentals, and 
hope I have done it hoth satisfactorily and 
agreeably. As my bishop is not to be con- 
sulted about this work, nor leave to be ask- 
ed for a trip to London, I intend to send 
you the MS. that you, and my good friend 
Mr. Porter, may dispose of it for me' in such 
a manner, if possible, as to procure me a 
little help in my difficulties. 

Do not, however, imagine I am about to 
send a crude performance, merely because 
I am in want of money ; for I am mistaken, 
if this work will not better deserve the pub- 
lic approbation than the former. However, 
I shall not take it on myself to judge ; but 
you and your ftiends shall sit on the Dis- 
courses, and pronounce their sentence. — 

Alas ! 
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, Alas i I fear no man's judgment so aiuch as 
that of the Bishop of London, yet I could 
wish he would be at the pains of a review, 
that I might be in no doubt about the fate 
of my work. 

As to the design of a weekly paper, my 
thoughts are too much oppressed and dissi- 
pated to give any help in it, though I have 
thought much in that way, and had for a 
Jong time a scheme for such a work in my 
head, with a resolution some time or other 
to execute it, if ever it should be my fortune 
to settle in London or Dublin. If against 
next winter I can recover my spirits, and 
return to myself again, I shall gladly lend 
an helping hand to so good a tlesign, pro- 
vided I find I am the meanest hand concern- 
ed. Let it not be attempted, if the very 
best pens are not engaged. 

As to the Moravians, they are a sect de- 
cended, as I take it, from the visionary pro- 
phets of Mgravia and Bohemia, that made so 
great a noise in the world from 1616 to 1 660. 
L 2 They 
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They are here called Swadlers^ and do xuA 
much abound^ excepting im^Xiblin. I know 
nothing particular of their tenets. They 
are^ in appearance^ great enthusiasts; bu^ 
in reality, great x^heats. 

They pretaid io see every thing ; such as 
the soul of one man^ still alive^ in heaven^ 
and the soul of another^ still alive^ in hell^ by 
the eye of faith. 

I hope in your next I shall have a good 
account of your health. I wish it heartily, 
as it is all you want 'to make you as useful as 
you are good. God bless and preserve you, 
and your family. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Tour most affectionate Friend 
and Brother, 

Phil. Skelton. 
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^M«* RlCITARIIBair*' 



PeikgOynenT Enniskittifh 
Dec. 28^1102. 

1 irr BEAR miBKir^ 

^ HEARTIX.T thank you and Dr. Wilson^ 
^ whom xny beat respects^ for the informa* 
tAon contained in your last. IthaUi enabled 
me to oblige a family I greatly regard, and ' 
will prevent theii^ involving tHemselves in 
fruitless exp^nces. 

I am^glad to hear yourworfc i&^what'you 
^Iliong. Lam espessively impatient to see 
k. And shall certainly think it too short, a$ 
I did Clarissa, although it should run out 
into sev^n foliosa The world will thiiA so 
too, if it is sufficiently larded with facts, in- 
cidents, adventures, &c. The generality of 
readers are more taken with the driest nar* 
i..3^ - rative 
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rative of facts, if they arc fiicts of any in>- 
portance^ than with the purest sentiments^ 
and the noblest lessons of morality. Now, 
though you write above the taste of the 
many, yet ought it not to be, nay, is it not,, 
your chief design, to benefit the many ? But 
how can you cure their mental maladies, if 
you do not so wrap up your physic as to 
make it pass their palates ? I know of no- 
thing more unpalatable to most men than* 
morality and religion* They will not go 
down, if they are not either well peppered 
and salted with wit, or all alive from end to 
end with action. Therefore stuff your works 
with adventures, and wedge m events by 
way of primings, especially when wit and 
humour happen ta be scarce, as sometime^ 
they will be ; for a man cannot have them 
for caHing. They come like the rivers, with- 
out calling, or come not at aih But it is nc^ 
bard matter to invent a story when you 
please. I am glad you have a bad woman, 
but sorry she does not shew herself; Is thia 

natural ^ 
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natural ? Did you ever know a bad woman 
that did not make a figure in her way ? No, 
no ; the devil always takes care that his coa- 
fessors of that sex canonize thenrselves. 

As to my work, sickness hath retarded its 
birth ; but when it does come to Ughl, f 
fear I shall not be my own midwife ; that is,. 
that I shall not be so happy as to attend it 
to London^ 

My dear little Clarissa ! I am glad she 
promises to live, because L know not whether 
there lives so exquisite a creature. 

My best respects attend good Mrs. Rich- 
ardson, and my^ young friends, particularly^' 
your Nancy^ and my Clarissa, as also our 
good friends in the Strand. I am^ 

With the greatest affection' 
and sincerity. 

Yours, 

Phil. Skelton^ 
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70 HE. EICHARDSOir.^ 



Pedego^ Aug. 1, U^.. 
IffT DSAB 9RI£»B^ 

Y OU conclude your last letter with sayiug^. 
*' F^orgivc me my shameful silence/* Set 
mine over against it, and we are even ; for 
I believe oiine hatb been* as )ong^ though not. 
io shamefttf; The sumtner hath brought 
me worse health tba^ the winter, and forced 
me to ride almost ever since the bi^inning^ 
of May so constantly,, that unless I cpuld 
have written on the back of a trotting horse,. 
I could scarcely have found means to make 
out a letter ; besides, my spirits were always 
so low, that two lines were as much as they 
would yield in the twenty-four hours. I am 
heartily glad you had not so melanchply an 

excuse;^ 
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csstuse, amt do both pray and hope you 
never will. I am really impatient on two 
Meads.. First, I earnestly desire ta know htow 
my dear little friend of North End does* 
You told me ii> your last, that her state.- of 
health afforded hopes. Is-dBe now quite 
well ? In the next place, I desire to know 
how soon your new performance is likely to 
entertain me in my miserable solitude. Jt is 
impossible for me. to telliyou^how^ much I 
long tp see it^. 

As to my^ Discourses, I have done almost 
all Lean to^jxerfect: them, and do intend, 
God -willing, to carry them to Dublin about 
the latter end of next month, ihat they may 
be I'evis^d by Dr. Leltod^. and some othei 
men of judgni^nt, and that I may be d^ter^ 
mined how to dispose of them;. Probably 
I shall send them over to. you, in order, to 
have them printed for myself, on the 
strength of such enoouragemieDts^asI have 
reason to expect on both sides of the wafter« 
Alderman Porter, my very good friend, will 
I.: 5 I be- 
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I beHere^ give* me all' the assktance he catfe 
There ar6 others also whom I diepend onv. 
As to Dr. Wilson-, he grew tired of my cor- 
respondence, and hath not wrkten to me 
during something more than a year. How- 
ever I have written to him, as well as to Mr. 
Porter, and you will be so good as to forward 
. the letters, and to favour lae with your ad- 
vice as to the management of the publica- 
tion. My Discourses are of such a nature,, 
that I verily believe, little as sewnons are 
now read, they will be inquired after. How^ 
ever, as soon as a great man or two near, 
you have seen them, it will be the easier to 
foresee their fate. I intend the Bishop o€ 
London, or the Bishop of Oxford^ perhaps 
both, shall see at least the controversial parfe 
of them in manuscript, If they approve^, 
they cannot fail to please others.. 
• For God's sake, let us not dwindle into 
annual correspondents ; and' the rather, as I 
cannot hope ever to be happy in a personal 
coHversation with my dear friend. To Lon- 

doa 
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A)n I cannot go ; but you and yours shall 
never be forgotten in the best wishes and 
warmest prayers of. 

Dear Friend,. 
Your ever grateful and affectionate' 

Phil. Sreltoik. 

P. S.. My best respects to good Mra.. 
Kichardson and my young friends. 



TO THE REV. MR. SKELTOl^ 

March 17, 1754.^ 

1 Am very much grieved* my reverend and^ 
dear friend, that you should impute to me 
either indifference or delay in your service. 
The distance between us^ is the only cause 
©f the unhappy appearance as to me j I 
writing to you, you to rte, on the subject, 
and neither receiving in time the proper 
x*& answers 
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answers to his letters. Then yoa were for 
som^ tinie whpHy in Dr. Wilson's handsi*. 
I really believe the Dr. did his best to serve 
you, for som^ time at least ;: and he was 
not a little concerned for your interest, as^ 
he said, that you gave him no time to con-^ 
suit and engage his friends in your cause. 

O my dear and reverend friend ! how am: 
I grieved for that deplorable lowness, which 
most unkindly subjects me to your cen- 
sure, and makes you think such vehement 
conjurings of me necessary. I have not met 
with any t|iing^ (the whole Irish invasion was 
nothing to it !) that has so much disturbed 
me, as that my friend, Mr^ Skelton, should 
suspect me guilty of ingratitude or indif- 
ference to him and his affairs^ even had he 
not so warmly and kindly as he ha3 done, 
Engaged himself in mine. 

God preserve your Kfe, aad restore yoin 
to health and spirits ! and this for my sake^ 
s& well as your own ; and for the world's 
sake. What a misfortune is the distance we 

are 
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are at fVom- each other ! You could ttot,. 
when you wrote the truljr ipejancholy lettw 
before me, have received soipe of mine* 
Every thing, in such>$m s^air as this^ can- 
not be managed as we wis^h. Itshould not 
Ibave been two months before Dr. WiKon 
and I had met, Hadnot the whole at that": 
time depended, by. your desire, on him to^ 
whom> thQ MSS. were consigned, and nott 
on me. lam sorry yoa two have so much* 
misqnderstbod each other. People referred', 
to will proceed, in theirown way. He may/ 
have his faults; but he co«/d-have served' 
you. Mr.. Millar^ and' Mr. Johnston de-* 
clined concern, except the former, i^>on the 
terms I mentioned to you. Thank God,> 
my own heart reproaches me not of being 
either ungrateful or negligent in your afr 
fair. By this time, you will have before yoia 
letters of mine, which I presupae you had 
not received on the 18th of February. On 
the 8th of February I had the MSS. sent me 
by Dr. WHsoHi and not btfore* 

i You 
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Toil can easily conceive and expect ; but^ 
my dear Sir, no press can keep pace with 
your expectations. Difficulties will arise-. 
There have been some, from your greafc 
quantity of matter. Lrttle did I know or 
hnagine, that my dear friend had such a 
weight of despondency on his mind. I hope 
HI God, you have not been, that you are not, 
in so unhappy a way as the friend you write 
to. 

By the beginning of May you expect co* 
pies of perfect books. Upwards of sixty close 
printed sheets to be done in so few weeks ! 
Dear Sir, what an expectation t Do not, 
by your impatience (and may I not almost 
say, despondency ?) suspect the zeal for your 
service of a heart devoted to it. 

All that is possible to be done for it, I will, 
do. I will, if you think fit,, make for you new 
proposals to Mr. Millar ; but not till your 
next commands. For he gave me the former^ 
mentioned terms, as his ultimatum^ 

I repent not that I took not Faulkner's 

seventy 
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seventy guineas. I am surprized that yoir 
wish I bad as he acted. But^ let the affair 
take its courscv My principal grief will be^ 
and is, that I have given seeming cause tot 
iBy good Mr. Skelton, tasuspect the friend- 
ship, yea, the gratitude, of a man who will 
ever think himself under obligation to hiSt 
iriendship, and who will ever be his 

affectionate and faithful, Sec. 

S- RiCHAKDSON*. 



TO MB. RICHAKDSONs. 

March IQ, 1754;. 
MT VEMfL PBrBND^ 

JL OUR last which, was no- date but that 
of the 7th instant, put on it in the Londo^b 
post-office, came to me on Friday last, and 
xnade me very uneasy^ What shall Isay ?. 

The 
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The unfortuiuite accidents attending my aft 
ftirs and" the untoward management of it in^ 
the hands of one friend (O 1 why should I call 
him so ?)" hath given mc occasion^to charge^ 
another with neglect, who is really my 
fHend* This charge grieves him and re*- 
bounds upon myself with double bitterness^- 
Igave Dr. Wilson and you. full power to do' 
with my work what you thoughtv fit, only, 
still insisting that all possible dispatch should 
be made use of in the publication, whether, 
fbr a bookseller or myself. This only resent 
vation L made out of the fidl ^authority give»*. 
Had Dr. Wilson when he found no book- 
seller willing to be concerned, plainly told, 
me my work was good for nothing ; or, 
thinking otherwise of it, Ikd he revised some- 
part of it, and put it to the press on my^ 
earnest and repeated intreaties, and so gone 
on with the rest ; or had you, thy dear friend, , 
on the like intreaties, and on the like indif- 
ference of the booksellers, prooeeded in timet* 
to print I I should have bad no cause of un« 

easiness %. 
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ta^siaess.^ for in that case I sbouldhave been 
now employed in^ disposing of my copies^ 
while bpth cities are crowded, and privilege 
H in» on each side of th^ watar. What is 
n^ore, my work might havebeen sold ofFin the 
Ulb'-time of its author, whicbv as things have 
been carried it is now not highly probabfe 
that it will ; and if U hath not my assistance 
what think you is Ukely to eome of it ? My 
^te of liealth is at all times so indifferent 
and so uncertain, that I seldom form hope^ 
of living half a year. 

Under these: uncectaintiea I prest inf^e^^^ 
fetter^ during the whole winter, for speedy 
publicatioq, and in every answer am asked 
what I will have done ? and at length amad- 
vised to.do nothing till next year, as if I hada 
lease of my own life. This hatbteazed me^out 
of all patience, distracted me, andiwas, indeed^ 
the sole cause of alt that lowness, and those 
fears, both about my work and my life, ex- 
pressed, in my last letters* Meke my C£»e 
your own^ my dear Iriaad, consider it, and 

blame 
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blame my anxieties, if you please. I had » 
most honest intention in writing the Dis»- 
courses now in your bands. I took infinite 
pains to finish them ; all my friends approved 
of them, pressed for the publication of them, 
and do still press. Yet how unfortunate have 
I been in every step ! Johnston kept them a 
month on the way ; Wilson kept them threes 
and does nothing, only hints a sort of con- 
temptuous censure of them to you, and huffs^ 
them out of his hands. The booksellers de- 
spise them, and I am forced to print them, 
when the season for sale is over, or bura 
*them.. GodV wUl be done. If I had wrote: 
against my Saviour, orhis religbn, my work, 
would, long ago have been bought, and re^ 
printed, and bought again. MtUar would/ 
have now been far advanced, in his third edi- 
tion of it.. But why dp Lmake these weak 
complaints. I know my work is calculated 
to serve the cause of God and truth, and by 
IM) means contemptibly executed. I am con* 
fident also, I shall, if God spares me life to^ 

give 
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give it the necessary introduction, sell it to 
advantage, and receive the thanks of every 
good man for it. I will therefore he in the 
hands of God^ and not of Mr. Millar, whose 
indifference to my performances invite me 
not to any overtures. 

I beg, my dear friend, that nothing I say 
may give you disturbance. 

I speak too plainly, but it is my way to 
say the worst 1 think. I love you, and aU 
ways have done, since I knew you ; and^ 
were I to be tried, would prove it better thaa 
heretofore. But you will pardon the cries 
of a friend in misery, and will comfort him, 
if you can, with assuring bim^^ that you are 
comforted. 

I am your's as much as my own, 

Phil. Skeltok. 

P./S. I care not how my work looks. Ex- 
pedition and correctness are all I desire^ and 
I now depend on you for both, with an im- 
plicit resignation, as to manner, time, &c.. 

TO 
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TO T.HB BET. MR. SRELTOK^ 



. Zpndan, April S^ 175**^ 

1 Am amazed^ my dear and reverend fntn^^ 
that you should be so solicitous about fr?Lxfi%\ 
So very poor a consideration in the friend- 
diip between us ! 

Fam,- 1 will be, comforted; but, mydeafr 
fKendj I, who also am accustomed to spea£ 
my whole mind, think nothing but your pre- 
sence in England could have prevented balF 
the delays your work, has met with;: and, 
that you are too impatient. Jbhnston*s de- 
Iky, who* could help ? He came not over,, 
r believe, so soon as he intended. Dr. Wil- 
son was your hearty friend, I really think, 
and "intended you service, by submitting 
some of your discoursea^ to the perusal of 

some^. 
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opinion, and whom he hoped to engage iti 
promoting the sale of thSn. He was diso- 
bliged at yonr impatience ; and^ praising 
^ome of them^ hinted that others wanted 
some softenings ; but really said not this in 
a contemptuous manner. I could not do 
any thing in the affair^ till Dr. Wilsotl 
Jiad done trying Johnston and oth^ persons^ 
and till you ordered th^ii from his han^ 
into mine, with plenary power. I tried book^ 
sellers ; Millar among the rest. 1 wrote to 
you the result. All this took up time. It 
was at lastconcluded, that^ou should print 
them at your own ndi. it is impossible that 
any London ^printer can be at leisure the 
43ioment an author wishes him to begin his 
work ; in the winter-time especially, which 
is our time of hurry. I was not willing ta 
iput your's out of my own hands, if one 
could have been found less enga^d than 
myself. I was deeply engaged in getting 
ir^dy to deliver six additional volumes of 

Journals 
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Journals of the House of Commons here, 
before the Parliament broke up ; the mem- 
bers, whose seats in the next Parliament 
will be precarious, being very pressing, as 
(they would have had no claim to them, 
had they been delayed till, the new Parlia- 
ment, and they not in it. But what did I 
not do to serve you to the utmost of my 
power ? I parted with three pieces of work ; 
J put out to several printers the new edition 
of my Xjrrandison ; took in help to the first 
edition of the seventh volume ; I refused 
Dr. Leland's last piece. But, yet with all 
this, let me tell you, my dear friend, that 
two such large volumes as your's could not 
possibly be finished so soon as you expected^ 
^rom the time they can>e into my hands, by 
any ene printer. Indeed,. indeed. Sir, you 
have suffered your impatience to carry you 
too far ; you have given way to your appre- 
hensions, and have sat brooding over your 
anxieties ; and your head has out-run the 
fingers of the swiftest printers in London. 

Forgive 
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I'orgive me, Sir, I love you ; you love me, I 
am sure. But is there not a warmth in your 
•temper that adds to your malady, and gives 
a distrust, where you (so good a man !) 
should place a trust ? That God whom you 
so zealously serve, will protect and preserve 
your life for the sake of his own cause, of 
which you are so warm an advocate. 

The crossness of the posts ! I writing to 
you in answer to one of your's; before 
jou receive that, you writing another ; that 
interfered with what I had written ; and so 
we wrote on, only to add to the suspense 
we were both in ! This vexatious situation 
ought to be taken into the account. 

. Don't let the enumeration of the works I 

Slave declined and parted with, or put out, 

make you fhirik yourself under obligation to 

me; I never can repay those you have heaped 

upon me ; nor would I have mentioned them, 

but to convince you, that I cannot be slack 

in whatever it is possible for me to do to serve 

ycu. 

G^d 
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Crbd preserve your Kfe, andgive^ withtbe 
coming season^ to botb^ if it be his blessed 
will, better health. Believe me ever 

UTour most cordial Friend, 

:S.IllCBJLRl)SOK« 
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CORRESPONDENCE 



^ETWEIW 



The Rev. Mr. J. STINSTRA 



Mr. RICHARDSON. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 



TO THE MOST COURTEOUS 8. RICHARDSON, 
JOHN STINST&A WISHES ABUNDANT HEALTH. 

Y OUR Clarissa even here is highly admir- 
ed by all, who are remarkable for extent of 
genius, and are governed by the love of re- 
ligion. Neither does she seem to have lost 
all her elegance by the labour which I have 
bestowed upon her. Multitudes of people 
earnestly beg the printing of the remaining 
jparts may be expedited. Among .them, a 
vaL. v^ M certain 
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certain minister of the Gospel, who, when 
be had finidied the first volume, complained 
that it was flat and tiresome ; after he had, 
at my in treaty, read the volumes through, 
confessed, *' That he doubted not, but that 
if very many parts of these letters wereto 
be found in the Bible, they would bepoint- 
ed out as manifest proofs of divine inspira- 
tion." 

But now it is fit that J give some account 
of those things, which you have collected 
from the letter of your finend, so favourable 
to me ; and since you profess yourself desi- 
rous of knowing me, that I should mysetf 
^briefly state the principal events of my life : 
for, although it is indecent and trifling to 
talk of a man's self without just cause, I 
imagine that your favour to me demand* 
this now, so tjiat you may see what sort of 
a man you have deemed worthy of it. 

I am indeed that same person, who pub*- 
lished an Epistle ^^inst the Reveries of the 
Fanatics (who strangely disturbed these coun»- 

tries) 
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tries) in the year If 50. The learned De 
Boissy^ of Bertie, in Switzerland, but living 
at Leyden, gave a French translation. 

My Five Discourses, concerning the Na- 
ture of the Khigdom of Jesus Christ, &c. of 
which also your friend makes mention, in 
which I vindicate churcli liberty from every 
yoke of human authority, are extant only in 
Dutch. I have added a copy of them, as 
also of the Apology for tlie Civil Liberty of 
Religion, to the States of our Province, of 
which I am the author ; likewise, my Peti- 
tion to the same States ; that from them all, 
of which the French translator enumerates 
in the Preface to the before-mentioned 
Epistle, you and bthers may be apprised, by 
means of men skilful in the language, for 
what kind of doctrine, and by what sort of 
judgment, I was condemned. For, having 
learnt the principles of a purer kind of di- 
vinity, and of a more noble sort of liberty, 
from the writings of Clarke, Hoadl^, Locke, 
ice. I thought it my duty not only to prepa- 
id 2 gate 
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gate them with my utmost strength, but 
also to act agreeably to them in the whole 
course of my life ; for which reason, upon 
an invitation which I received into the 
church of the Anabaptists, as they are com- 
monly called, at Amsterdam (for I suppose 
you already know that I belong to that so- 
ciety) I refused to obey that call, because in 
that church I must have received the yoke, 
the Mennonist Orthodoxy, to which J do 
not wholly assent, and from which I was free 
in this less illustrious station. The same 
love of liberty (rfterwards impelled me to op- 
pose, by thCfjust mentioned Apology, the 
trouble which was invading our churches, 
a society of whom laid this task upon me. 
By this I raised the anger of the divines of 
our Reformed Church. against me, as a pa- 
tron of licentiousness, and an opposer mot 
only of their authonty^ but of the civil also ; 
which, however, ^flowed out with the greatest 
fury when I had published those Five Dis- 
courses ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITH MR. RICHAR0&ON* 24€ 

courses ; especially when the assistance and 
patronage of the Prince of Orange was ad- 
ded* to their endeavours. Strange indeed It 
may justly seem, that a person of his high 
rank should desire to rise against so insigni- 
ficant a mortifl Btit the church was tot- 
tering ! Orthodoxy was in danger i Arid 
some reported, that the ^ Prince was swayed 
by reasons of states* to declare himself the 
defender x>f that cause, in order to attain the 
more easity that summit of power, which he 
afterwards held by olher artifices What- 
ever were the reason, the Prince himself 
brings the affair before the States Delegate, 
who, by his advice, sent my Discourses to be 
canvassed by all the Universities of Holland, 
and- the Ecclesiastic Classes, as they call 
them, of this province who loaded them 
with the infan>y^of the rankest heresy. I 
am condemned unheard, as suspected of So^ 
cinianism ; and am forbid to exercise the 
$acred office in my church. On my comi- 
plaint to th^ States by the- Petition, . which 
M a. yoa 
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you see annexed, I obtain no redress : nor 
the church itself^ ivhich^ not only at that 
time, but very often afterwards^ earnestly in*- 
treated that I should be released from the 
censure, I afterwards only once repeated 
my humble petition, since such conditions 
were imposed upon me, as I refused to 8ub«> 
mit to. That the reason^ upon which I 
went m so doing may be s^n^ I bave adde4 
also to the rest> a copy of them from th^- 
Dutch Gazette, in which is contained my 
expostulation, freely and sincerely declaring 
those reasons to the States Pelegates } which 
IS not separately published. Thes^, Tsay, 
were the true and genuine reasons which^ 
restrained me from giving the required pro- 
n)ise, that I would never propagate the So- 
cinian doctrine ; for, in truth, I am not in- 
clined to that doctrine. This I readily ao* 
knowledge to you ; but wlien men in powa:: 
endeavour to bind us, and restrain our li^ 
berty, by confe«(sbn8 and engagements of 
this nature, I judge it is the part of a good 

subject. 
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object, and true Christian/ not to suffer 
them to be obtruded upon us* Very many- '' 
persons now accuse me of obstinacy ; but 
lam conscious to myself of my own inte-- 
grity, and' that I have not obeyed the dic^ 
lates of conscience>.without diligently weigh--- 
ing the matter. If I err, my error is my 
misfortune^ 

Mean time I live thoroughly ccmtented' 
with my lott I perform all the parts of the~ 
ecclesiastical oiHce, except that I do not 
publicly preach, not neglecting catechetical 
exercises. Although I quitted all claim to- 
my salary, as sooa as my church was com- 
pelled to lose my sermons, yet^ my private 
circumstances are not so very narrow, but 
that I can conveniently suffer in myself, and 
provide a moderate furniture of books, with 
which 1 entertain myself by a close applica- 
tion to study. I enjoy the love of my whole 
church, and the friendship of very many 
good men, not only of my own profession, 
but of that of the reformed, of whose fi- 
M.4. delity. 
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defity, calamity has been the test. Thu5, 
under the protection of the Best of Beings, 
who, even in the midst of my distresses, has 
preserved my cheerfulness and serenity of 
mind, my condition is far from being sad 
and deplorable. Although, at the first lower* 
ing of the storm, the resentment of the di- 
vines greatly raged against me, and attacked 
me with calumnies on all jsides ; although 
the sentence inflicted upon me, together 
with the votes of the divines, upon which it 
was grounded, being publicly printed and 
dispersed, had exposed me to the scorn of 
my whole country ; although the divines 
very often afterwards laboured hard (yet in 
vain) to have me deprived of the power of 
publishing my own writings ; that animosity 
seems now to be cooled, and I quietly com- 
mit whatever I please to the public inspec- 
tion, as is sufficiently clear from my Epistle 
against the Fanatics, in which I have not 
spared the vulgar opinions of the divines, 
my countrymen. Besides, these following 

tracts 
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tracts have been published by me, all iil 
the Dutch language : — a Discourse against 
the fraudulent Withholding of Taxes ; 
Thoughts upon the Epistle of Dr. Honest, 
Professor of the Civil and Canon Laws at 
Leyden, 3 vols. 8vo. — This man sounded 
the trumpet to the theologic war raised 
against me, when I, stimulated by a youth- 
ful ardour and feeling of injuries, yet not 
transported in the cause, I believe, beyond his 
merits, sent him out of the field pretty sharp- 
ly handled. Very many persuaded me, that 
my pains were well employed, because in 
those Thoughts I had inserted a pretty large 
digression, concerning the necessity and dig- 
nity of good works, in which I yearly de- 
monstrated, both from principles^ of sound 
reason, and testimonies of Scripture, that 
moral virtue constituted the essence of true 
religion ; Twenty-four Ecclesiastic Dis- 
courses, in quarto, concerning some of the 
principal Doctrines and Duties of Chris- 
tians, which I published as a specimen by 
M 5 which 
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which the notions which I had instilled into 
the congregation committed to me, might 
te judged of; and, lastly^ I translated, in 
J 1 vols. 8vo. all the Sermons of Dr. Sa- 
muel Clark. This man, indeed, I always 
honoured, as possessed of a truly apostolical 
spirit. From his valuable book, of the Truth 
of Natural and Revealed Religion, I drew 
sure and sohd argiftnents for our most holy 
faith ; and I am at this present time trans- 
lating it into Dutch. 

But the hope, that I shaH ever be restored 
to the free exercise of my situation is now 
quite vanished. Last winter, certain dele- 
gates from our congregation, for that pur- 
pose, addressed the Princess Royal^ Gover- 
ness of the Netherlands, to implore her pa- 
tronage, and recommendatory letter to tb& 
States of Friseland, that they would be 
pleased indulgently to grant this restitution. 
But the answer was. That the Princess 
thought it not convenient to interfere her- 
self in this matter. When, in the year 
1 J749> 
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3749, a furious multitude m these parts 
^ere throwing all things into confusion, a 
factious party came also to my house, and 
desired to know whether I would choose the 
next morning or afternoon, to be conducted 
to the pulpit; adding, that they would see 
that the liberty of preaching should not 
Jienceforth be denied me. But, as^ I was 
averse from such violent .measures, I cheek- 
ed them by a courteous answer ; although 
they muttered threats^ that if I would not 
consent, they would compel me byv force. 

Thus you have a short sketch of my his- 
tory, circumstances, and writings, as I occa- 
sionally called them to mi«d. But 1 -enter- 
ed upon this account, not only with design 
that you might have a more distinct know- 
ledge of the man, whom you permit to ap- 
proach you by letter ; but also to confess 
the truth, from a hope that you may be in- 
duced by this example of mine to favour me 
with larger means of knowing you. May 
1 ask you (although I am too bold, my let- 
id 6 ter 
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ta* blushes not,) in what kind of life yon 
have been conversant from your youth? 
Have you, as fame reports, been constantly 
employed in bookselling ? Whence did yoi* 
attain so accurate a knowledge of the various 
dispositions of nature, and of the manners 
of mankind ? What was the first occasion 
of your application to writing ? By what 
means have you compiled your immortal 
works ? Did they flow from your inven* 
tion ? or, had you a model of a true action 
before your eyes, which you adorned with 
additional colourings I 

From the foregoing you will easily guesSy 
that ray country, as a mother-in-law, is not 
held by me in the deepest veneration. I 
might thjerefore easily suffer myself to be 
prevailed/ upon to change my residence. 
Britain, as the happy asylum of liberty, has 
long ago spread its enticements before me. 
I was charmed with your most kind invita- 
tion ; and should number among the most 
pleasing delights of my life, the permissi^i 

of 
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of beholding you, of conversing, and of 
being acquainted with you ; but a power- 
ful bar restrains me: my mother, desenr- 
edly dear to me, stilt lives, in whose house 
I lead a single life. I am the support and 
comfort of her old age, which is now se- 
venty-six years, yet she is of a vigorous con- 
stitution. She would pine away with grief 
and sadnesss, if I shoiild make preparations 
for so long a journey, since she would have 
reason to fear (as I myself should) that I 
should never remove my foot, from British 
ground, if there I should once fix* 

l^arewel I many times farewel ! most ex- 
cellent Sir, and continue to love me as you 
have beguiu* 

J. Stinstha* 

P. S. This was written on the last day of 
March, 1753. — Dated on the 2d of April. 



* Translated from the Latin. 
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TO MR« illCHABDSOir^ 

Harlmgeuj DeceinierOAi nS5« 

HEAR SIR, 

Jl Will try if L cannot write to you in the 
English, your native tongue, that you may read 
my letters, without the assistance of any other 
man. With reason, Sir> admire you my so 
long silence, who before expressed my so eager 
desire of frequently corresponding with you. 
I had wished to read the volumes that I might 
communicate to you my judgment on thenv 
before I answered ; and also take any mea- 
sures relating to the publication of this your 
new work in out language ; which, my opi- 
nion perhaps was produced, or greatly pro- 
moted, by my greediness to enjoy your de- 
licacies. But I was overwhelmed with af- 
fairs, which I have mentioned to you in my 
former, I must also daily labour in my ver- 
sion 
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mon of your Clarissa, that the press may 
not eease. I assisted one of my friends in 
the version and publishing of J. Clarke's 
Treatise^ on the Truth of Natural and Re« 
vealed Religion, which now is in the hands 
of our countrymen. Another friend here 
has committed to me the publication of 
TaylbrV Scripture Doctrine of Atonement, 
which he bad translated in the Dutch, and^ 
which is now printing. Among all this bu- 
siness, I am distracted by domestic necessii 
ties. My only brother was taken by a 
dangerous illness, from Which, however, he 
soon recovered. My brother-in-law is la- 
bouring under a consumption, and demands,. 
by his weakness, our visits and assistance 
continually; and this sort of demands I 
think that we prtncipatly are obliged to take 
care of. I give, moreover, daily lessons in 
the Hebrew tongue to two of my kinsmen. 
If all this cannot make my excuse to you, 
my dear Mr. Richardsoti, I know not what 
more I can allege. 

I have 
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I have most heartily prayed the Almighty 
God* for the health and welfare of your ex- 
cellent Archbishop, of whom you give such 
a* lovely and venerable character ; and thank- 
ed Heaven for his happy recovery. May 
he yet enjoy many blessed days, to the be- 
nefit of your church, and the Christian 
church in general ! Are there any of his 
works printed, Sir ? I would gladly be more 
acquainted with his mind, while though as yet 
I have no opportunity to know him personally. 

Let me tell you, Sir, that I with much de- 
light have read, at different times, and con- 
sidered your particular and candid narrative^ 

By the particular* of your being secretary 
in love matters to several young women, I 
can perceive that you might come to the 
full knowledge of the woman's heart, an4 
its deepest recesses : this has enabled you. 
Sir, to paint with lively colours the most 
inmost thoughts, deliberations, and affections 
of a Clarissa, an Anna Howe, a Miss Byron; 

^ These particulars appear in the Life. 

but 
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but by which itieans you have penetrated 
inta the mysteries of unrighteousness, in 
the heart of a rake, a libertine, a wanton 
and sly Lovelace, this continues to me 
matter of astonishment ! nor produce you 
any thing ta deliver me of my wonder. Ok 
the contrary, you encrease it by your pro*- 
fessbns, which I, as the pledges of the 
truest confidence and friendship, have re- 
ceived. Pardon me. Sir, but I was before of 
opinion, that you in your Belford had drawn 
your own picture; that you had setn the 
world, and Ibved it ; but afterwards escaped 
out of its inticements. In this case, I 
should not have been ashamed of corre^ 
sponding with you ; for, am I not a follower 
of that Saviour, which declared that there 
was joy in heaven on a irepenting sinner I 
I have formerly conversed with such sinners, 
especially with, one, intimately conversed^ 
who, of a sound judgment and lively wit, 
having forsaken the follies of his youth, 
excelled in works of piety and charity^ 

which 
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which familiarity has been very useful ttK 
me in acquiring my knowledge, whatsoever 
it may be, of the hearts and ebaracters of 
men ; and peculiarly enabled me to distin- 
j^uish, with more cognisance, the natural- 
lineaments of> a Lovelace. Happy ! how- 
wer, threefold bappy are wcj my friend^ 
and have abundant reason to thank Heaven,, 
which has favoured us with a virtuous edu» 
©ation, and preserved us from the baits of 
4M)rruption ! What an easiness I what a^ 
serenity ! for a mind striving in the way to 
eternal happiness I 

I am extremely astonished,^ Sir^ by your 
telling me that you never write by a plan j- 
Md when you ended one letter,. hardly l&new 
what would be your next. What a happy > 
genius, that, can thus prosecute his way 
through so many mazes^ and labyrinths^, 
which perplex your .common readers, and 
never deviate, without ever consulting a map ! ' 

May I venture yet another remark ? 
€barming^y, mpst charmingly, paint yoit: 
i ther 
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the motions and effects of a generous love 
in the heart of Miss Byron ; the object is 
worthy thereof. But may not this agreeable 
sensation steal upon the tender bopoms and 
minds of your readers among the fair sex ; 
melt and soften them ; and tbu? lay open 
(more than i» convenient for the less prudent 
of that sex) to the allurements of specious 
lovers ? Perhaps it were more^ proper that 
♦his surmise came from your female ad- 
mirers thaa from me, a bachelor. I fornj only 
those doubts, my dear friend, that you may. 
perceive that I do not read your works with 
a prepossessed mi«d, por blindly praise 
th^mi that I read with a searching eye, yet 
not finding any bliemishes, but meeting one 
or two little bright clouds, whiph, niore ac^ 
^urately viewed, perhaps are a oolleetion of 
shining stars. 

At present I am so overwhelmed with 
worldly afl&irs, that 1 hardly can attend your 
Clarissa as I wish.. Besides,! am bound, by 
promise to the public^ that I should more 

amply 
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amply than I before have done, defend the 
rights of liberty of conscience and religion ; 
from which task I am drawn by the charms 
of your lovely Clarissa ; but which I think 
myself under obligation to resume, as soon 
as I shall have ended my attendance on the 
Christian heroine. Moreover, I have formed 
a method of demonstrating the being and at- 
tributes of God, a priori, different from that 
of Clarke, Wollaston, Raphson, &c. which I 
am desirous to perfect and evulgate, that 
this most important foundation of all- relf- 
gion still the more firmly might be esta^- 
blished. I have conceived a scheme to il- 
histrate the scripture doctrine concerning 
the death of our blessed Saviour, and the 
benefits of it to mankind, I have coltected 
materials for two moral Essays on Magna- 
nimity and Humility, and their mutual con^ 
sistency. Of all these I have given notice 
to some of my friends ; and am thus half* 
obliged to bring these projects to execution 
if Providence preserves my healtb. and 

powers*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



WITH MR. RICHARDSOK 26l 

powers. Wherefore, knowing not how long 

these shall be granted me, and having thus 

much to perform, with a constitution of 

body not very strong, I dare not undertake 

any new work. 

Your's, 

J. Stinstra. . 



TO THE REV. MR. J. STINSTRA. 

London, March ZO, 1*754. 

You are extremely obliging, dear and 
reverend Sir, to write to me in my own 
tongue. You tell me, that the attempt has 
cost you much time. I am grieved that 
it has, so much more usefully as you can 
fill up your time ; and yet, by the propriety 
and copiousness of your ^language, I should 

not 
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not otherwise have supposed but it Wai 
nearly as faiiiiliaf to you as your own. Rash-< 
ness, Sir, do you call the attempt ? I admire 
it, and gratefully acknowledge, the con- 
descension. 

Let me acquaint ydu. Sir, that your pas- 
toral letter is considered, with us, as a mas- 
terpiece. Two worthy ycMing gentlemen of 
Cambridge, spoke to me of it in the highest 
terms of approbation, within these ten days, 
and of the justice done it in that university. 

Continue, reverend Sir, your prayers for 
our good Archbishop. He is not, at times, 
BO well as all good Englishmen wish him to 
le. I have not the honour to be known 
to him personally. But my good friend, 
Mr. Duncombe, whom I formerly men- 
tioned to you, a most worthy and generously 
xx>mmunicatiYe man, who is much esteemed 
hy bis Grace, desired me to give him a copy 
of your solicitude for his Grace's health, and 
of the works you are employed in, in order 
to shew both to that good prdate, who had 

before 
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letter, as to interest himself in the transla- 
4ion of it, Mr. Duncombe will endeavour 
to procure for you, two or three of his 
"Grace's sermons, formerly published. 

You think, Sir, you can account from 
^my early secretaryship to young women m 
my father's neighbourhood, for the charac- 
ters I have drawn of the heroines of my 
three works. But this opportunity did littlo 
4nore for me, at so tender an age, than point, 
^as I may say^ 6t lead my inquiries, as^ gteW 
up, into the knowledge of the female hearty 
and, knowing something of th^t^ I could 
tM)t be an utter stranger to that of man* 
Men and women are brothers and sisters v{ 
they are not of different species ; and what 
^eed be obtained to know both, but to al- 
low for different modes of .education^ for 
•Situation and constitution, or perhaps I 
«hould rather say, for habits, whether good 
or bad. As to the knowledge I seem t* 
liave had of the wicked hearts and actions 

of 
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of such men as Lovelace, (which engages 
your wonder) I have been always as atten- 
tive to the communications, I may say, to 
the profligate boastings, of the one sex, as 
I have been to the disguises of the other. I 
I will only add on this subject, that I never 
was a Belford. If I had been such an one, 
and a penitent, I should have had no doubt 
of Mr. Stinstra's charity, had I- acknow- 
ledged my errors to him. 

I am not at all surprized. Sir, at what 
you say of the Familiar Letters, and of 
JEsop. They were both intended for the 
lower classes of people. I omitted several 
letters in the former, as too high for the de- 
sign ; in the latter, the reflections were such, 
for the most part, as I found them in one of 
our writers who had some reputation in that 
way, in his day. 

You wonder that I appeared not as a writer 
earlier. Alas ! Sir, the three pieces you 
mention with appirobation are the products 
of leisure as well as industry. My business 

tiU 
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^U within these ten or twelve years past, 
filled up all my time, I had no leisure ; 
por, being unable to write by a regular plan, 
knew I that I had so much invention, till I 
almost accidentally slid into the writing of 
Pamela. And, besides, little did I imagine 
that any thing I could write would be so 
kindly received as my writings have been by 
the world. 

I am grieved, at times, that two countries 
should separate us. How happy should I 
be, could I hope to entertain my dear Mr. 
Stinstra in London ! And must I give up 
all my flattering hopes of this pleasure? 
And is the advance of my life and infirmitieii 
the bar ? God's will be done. 

I think. Sir, we in England may ^ory 
in numbers of women of genius. I in 
particular may — I could introduce you. Sir, 
•to such a<:ircle of my own acquaintance !— • 
No man has been so honoured by the fine 
spirits of the sex as I have been. I verily 
think, that the women of the politest regions 

VOL. V. N are 
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are not to vie with ours. And the taste and 
nomhers are every day increasing^ though in 
an age of such general dissipation. O that 
we bad been able to keep our women of con* 
dkion to ourselres ; that we had not given 
way to their crossing the narrow seas into 
a neighbouring kingdom 1 since we have 
very few instances of ladies returning fit>m 
thence improved, I may say, uncorrupted, 
by the levities of the nation I have in my 
eye. Don't you think. Sir, that women are 
generally more susceptible <^ levity than 
men ? If they are, they should not be al- 
lowed to go abroad, and to places of public 
entertainment so often as they do. 

There are many discouragements and in- 
conveniences which attend the man who has 
not regularity enough to write by a plan. I 
mentioned my inability in this particular aS 
a defect. You, Sir, speak of it in a much* 
tiobler manner, in a manner worthy of your- 
self. 

I thank you. Sir, for your other remaric. 

It 
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It is worthy of Mr, Stinstra^s delicacy, and 
worthy of the friendship you honour me 
with, I repeatedly thank you for it: it 
comes from you. Sir (a hatchdor) with 
very great propriety. From whom could it 
come with greater, than from a virtuous sin- 
gle man ? I can only say, as to the force 
of it, that I hope no bad consequence to 
the mcwrals of my fair readers will result from 
the descriptions I have made Miss Byron 
give of a tender passion for an object so 
worthy. Yet my dear Mr. Stinstra alarms 
me a little. Be so good. Sir, to watch me 
through the work in this and in every other 
instance, which may have a dangerous ten- 
dency, and you will inexpressibly oblige 
me. 

I have not at hand the cx>py of my former 
letter ; but, did I any where in it express my 
solicitude for the honour of your translating 
my work, on^ supposal of your approbation 
of it ? If I did^ excuse me. Sir ; and let 
N 2 me 
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me beseech you, that you will not give youiv 
self any trouble about it, that may in the 
least interfere with your great avocations, 
and with those noble works which you have 
in design. God Almighty preserve your life 
and health, and enable you to go through 
them all, for the sake of your own comfort, 
and the benefit the world must reap from 
them ! Acquaint me, dear and reverend 
Sir, how, from time to time, you proceed 
in these arduous and glorious tasks. How 
sorry am I to hear, that your constitution 
of body is not as vigorous asyour mind J 

" Will I still love you ?" My dear, my 
excellent, my condescending, Mr. Stinstra^ 
let me Ije assured of your affection, as I 
love you, and it will be an happiness that 
will attend me to my latest hour. 
Your ever obliged and 

faitliful Friend and Servant, 

S. RlCHAEBSON*. 

P -y. As 
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F. S. As to the enquiry you make into 
the meaning of the words, *^ Such worse than 
Wahham disguises/* they allude to the fol*- 
lowing facts: — « 

About the years 1/22 ajid I'723, great 
numbers of disorderly persons associated 
themselves, and entered armed, and in dis- 
guise (their faces blacked) into several forests 
and park's, particularly in that o£ Waltham, in- 
tiie counties of Berks and Southampton, and 
Rilled and carried off many deer, and fre*- 
quently, by menacing letters^ demanded mo- 
ney and venison to be sent them to particu* 
lar places, on pain of murdering the persons 
sent to^ or of burning and destroying their 
houses^ Barns, &c. And, to such a pitch 
of audaciousness had they arrived, that, as- 
sembling in large bodies, they fired at mapy. 
persons in their own houses, maimed their, 
eattle, broke down their gates and fences^ 
cut down young plantations of trees, ave- 
nues,, and broke down the heads of fish* 
N 3. ponds^ 
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ponds^ robbing them of their fish; inso- 
much that the legislature was obliged to exp- 
ert itself by a particular Act of Parliament^ 
making persons appearing armed and in dis- 
guise to be guilty of felony. 



1 
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Mh. RICHARDSON,. 

Ma. DEFREVAL, 

Dr. JOHNSON, 



TO MB. I>ErBEVAlM^ 

L0ndon, Jan. 2ly 1750, O.Si^ 
DBAB 8IB» 

X Am sorry you have Been prevented in 
your intended translation of Clarissa. I ant 
printing a new edition in octavo and in 
twelves. I have beea prevailed upon to re- 
store several passages, and some few letters, 
which I omitted, because of the length of 
the piece. These additions, and a table of 
sentiments^ collected from the whole work^ 
N 4 shew 
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shew it to be more than a mere amusement, 
and that it is designed to be a piece of life 
and manners. 

I should be glad to know in what forward- 
ness the French edition is ; and if my addi*> 
tions^ &c. will be of service to it. When a 
writer is living, methinks it is pity he should 
not be consulted whether he has any assist- 
ances or alterations to contribute^ for the 
translator's own sake. 

I have not one book left, nor is there any 
%o be purchased, out of near 3£XX>, though 
so bulky a work. And I have the pleasure 
of telling you, without any mixture of va- 
nity, that it rises in reputation. But I am 
drawn into acquaintance, and into corre- 
spondencies upon it, so numerous, and that 
with and from people of condition, that what 
time I have to spare from my troublesome 
and necessary business, is wholly taken up^ 
But I am teazed by a dozen ladies of note 
and of -virtue, to give them a good man, as 
they say I have been partial to their sex, and 

unkind 
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unkind to my own. But, Sir/- my nervous 
infirmities you know^— time mends them 
not — and Clarissa has almost killed me; 
You know how' my business engages me* 
You know by what snatches of time I writer 
that I may not negle6l that, and that I may 
preserve that independency which is the 
comfort of my life. I. never sought put of 
myself for patrons* My own industry, and 
God's providence, have been my whole reli* 
ance.. The great are not great to me, un- 
less they are gpod. ^nd it is a glorious pri* 
vilege, that a middling man enjoys who has 
preserved his independency, and can occa- 
sionally (though not Stoically) tell the world, 
what he thinks of that world, in hopes tp 
contribute, though but by his mite, to mend 
it. 

I have taken much pains in the table of 
sentiments I mentioned. Many of my friends 
wish to see it printed by itself, as a colleci- 
tion of maxims, aphorisms, &c. which they 
think would be of service ta the world, in- 
K 5. dependent 



Digitized by 



Google 



274 m. XICRAX]>80V 

dependent of the history, as tbey rdate to 
life and manners. I wilt annex the head» 
they are ranged under. If the French edi- 
tion take them not in (for it would he pity 
to have a competition) I leave it to you tQ 
consider of it, when you see it. 

As to giving you an account of pieces 
published here, that are likely to be accept- 
able with you, I have spoken to several of 
my literary friends, and shall speak to more^ 
in hopes of serving you. I wish you had 
written to me before on this subject. 

Your affectionate Friend^ 

and humble Servant^ 

S. RiCHAKDSON. 

P. S. I should be glad of literary news as 
it offers. If I should do any thing in relation ' 
to a good man, let me know what such a one^ 
to be polite, would do or see at Paris. Can 
you give me your laws against duelling? 
Have you seen two volumes, called Deism 
1 Revealed ? 
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Revealed? *Tis a well writteni piece, axKl 
much approved here. I think it is not harsh 
gainst the religion of France ; but scourge? 
our infidels, sceptics, deists, &c. as-wdl by 
name as works ; and may give you in France 
a good notion of many of our English wri* 
ters of note. — Tom Jones is a dissolute book. 
Its run is over, even with us. Is it true, that 
France had virtue enough to refuse a licence 
for such a proflig^ite performance. 



TO MR BICHAltQSON,^ 
BEAR SIR, 

jL OU are so kind to say, you widi I had 
written to you sooner about giving^ me inteU 
Kgence of books worth translating ; but my 
reason for not doing it was^ that I hoped, at 
first, to be able to get the st»rt of our trans- 
lators for at least one good book in ten ; 
N 6 think- 
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thinking it impossible for them to ingross 
every thing to themselves. For, I know very 
well how much you were taken up with your 
own affairs, and was loth to trouble you with 
mine, before I was convinced I had no other 
means left to get emplojrment, but the real 
good nature of such a virtuous friend as 
yourself. It is indeed in your power to do 
me much service, and I rely intirely upon 
you for that. I thank you for mentioning 
to me Deism Revealed, which is now in my 
possession. I shall read it very attentively, 
and if I find it contains nothing against the 
revealed religion of France, I will propose it 
to Mr. Durand, who, I dare say, will readily 
accept of it. Religion, in general, ha& as 
many enemies here, as any where else ; and 
a book that bashes and turns them into ridi- 
cule, can never be more seasonable than now^ 
I ani sorry to say it, but you do my country- 
men more honour than they truly deserve, 
in surmising that they had Virtue enough to 
refuse a licence to Tom Jones : I think it d 

pro- 
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profligate performance upon your pronounc- 
ing it such, for I have not read the piece,* 
though much extolled ; but it has had a vagt 
run here this good whHe^ and considering 
how things go on, I. don't believe there is 
iiowabook- dissolute enough to be refused 
admittance among uSj since pieces of the 
worst tendency are sure of getting it by hook 
or by crook. No other literary news caiV I 
give you at present, and sad ones indeed 
these are. You shall have them of ^ a more 
acceptable kind as soon as any offer. What 
you seem now doing, in relation to a good 
mail fills me with real joy. The ladies who 
put you upon it were much in the right, and 
I could swear they all of them told you in so 
many words^ that the picture of a good man 
could never be had more perfect, and more 
to the life, than from the best of men, Mr* 
Richardson. My friend, Mr. Pluche, th^ 
author of Nature. Displayed, is also a very 
good man ; and you have been a daily wit- 
ness how confidently he trusted me with 
; , every 
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every one of his sheets, which he seiit me hf 
the post, as he went on printing, to save me 
the mortification of meeting with competi* 
tors ; I hope^ dear Sir, you will not think it 
any rashness in me to beg the like favour of 
you, for what you are now doing upon a good 
man. If you are kind to me to that degree^ 
your reward is certain, since I cannot, with 
God's grace, fail getting an estate by pub* 
fishing at my own cost a book of your^s 
upon such a subject, or rather upon any. 
subject whatever. Notwithstanding our ever* 
increasing immorality, there are still left^ 
among us^ of both sexes, people of incon-* 
trovertable character, whom your intended* 
good man might freguent at Paris and in« 
the provinces of France : he must be sup* 
posed to single them out himself, after 
strict and prudent enquiries, and to be di» 
rected in that choice by some honest ac« 
quaintance, procured him there from Eng^ 
knd. He might, perhaps, meet with a 
worthy person among the high-stationed 

of 
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of the law, the church, the sword, the^ 
trade, and even the court ; but would be 
more likely to find a great number of them 
in the middle ranks of all these classes, i 
would fain know how far you extend the- 
meanii^ of the word polite, when you ask 
me what your good man (to be polite) would 
do and see at Paris ? That word has almost 
as many acceptations as there are people that 
use it. I was just mentioning to you the- 
state of reli^on in France, but I must tell 
you, that though there is little of that pa*e-. 
served here, yet the French are rigid ob- 
servers of the empty rites of the worship^ 
called politeness, which they pay to a deity 
still emptier, and of their own creation^ 
called bien-seanoe. Your good man would,, 
at first, imagine the word to mean some- 
thing excellent in its kind ; but time and 
observation would soon put him out of con* 
ceit with that perfect ignis fatuus. 

True politeness is, in my humble opi- 
nion, nothing but charity diffusing itself 

more 
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more or less towards all men in obliging 
words and actions ; and we have found 
means to substitute to that a counter-^ 
feit kindness entirely calculated to indulge 
self love and dissimulation in all their 
branches. All you are to do here is, to 
divert and amuse the people you are with; 
they take none or little notice of your mo- 
rals ; and, provided you keep strictly to the 
outside, which engages and pleases them for 
the time, you are very welcome, at leaving 
any company, to go,^and, upon the least 
shadow of pretence, cut your best friend'^ 
throat in a duel. You ask me the laws of 
my country against that horrid practice; 
the only one I know of is an edict of the 
late King Lewis the Fourteenth, whereby 
his Majesty declares^ that not only whoever 
has fought a duel, but even so much as 
given or accepted of an appointment towards 
one, shall be broken upon the wheel with- 
out the benefit of clergy; but so many 

evasions 
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Evasions have been contrived to frustrate 
this law, that it has hitherto proved of no 
effect. 

Your most obedient, 

humble Servant, 

J. B. DfiFREVAL*. 



TO MR. RICHARB^Oir. 

March 9, 1750-1. 

4 

1^6 AR SIR, 

A HOUGH Clarissa wants no- help^ from* 
external splendour, I was glad to see her 
improved in her appearance, but more glad 
to find that she was now got above all 
fears of prolixity, and confident enough 
of success to supply whatever had been^ 
hitherto suppressed. I never indeed found 

aliint 
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a hint of any such defalcation, but I regret- 
ted it ; for though the rtory is long, every 
letter is short. 

I wish you would add an index rerum, that 
when thereader recollects any incident, hemay 
easily find it, which at present he cannot do^ 
unless he knows in which volume it is told ; 
for Clarissa is not a performance to be read 
with eagerness, and laid aside for ever ; but 
will be occasionally consulted by the busy, 
the aged, and the studious ; and therefore I 
beg that this edition, by which I suppose! 
posterity is to abide, may want nothing that 
can facilitate its use. 

I am, Sir^ 

Tour's, &c. 

S. Johnson* 



TO 
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Ta MR. RlCHARBScnr. 

September 9&i 175^. 

DEAR 8XR^ 

1 Return you my smcerest thanks for 
the voluraes of your new work ;* but it 
is a kind of tjrrannical kindness to give 
only so much at a time, ae^ makes more 
longed for : but that will probably be 
thought, even of the whole, when you have 
given it. 

I have no objection but to the preface, 
in which you first mention the letters as 
fallen by some chance into your hands, 
and afterwards mention your health as such, 
that you almost despaired of going through 
your plan. If you wpre to require my 
opinion which part should be changed, I 



* Sir Cliarles Grandisoxu 
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should be inclined to the suppression o£ 
that part which seems to disclaim the com* 
petition. What is modesty, if it deserts 
from truth I Of what use is the disguise^ 
by which nothing is concealed ?. 

You must forgive this ; because it i^ 
meant welL 

I thank you once more, dear Sir, for your 
books ; but cannot I prevail this time for 
an index ? such I wished, and shall wish^. 
to Clarissa. Suppose that in one volume 
an accurate index was made to the three 
works ; — but while I am writing an ob- 
. jection arises — such an index to the three 
would look like the preclusion of a fourth, 
to which I will never contribute ; for if I 
cannot benefit mankind, I hope never to 
injure them. 

I am, Sir, your most obliged, 

and njost humble Servant, . 

SirMi Johnson^ 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Tuesday, Feb. 19, 11 se^ 
DEAR SIR, 

1 Return you my sincerest thanks for 
the favour which you were pleased to do 
me two nights agd. 

Be pleased to accept of this little book, 
^hich is all that I have published this 
winter. The inflammation is come again 
into my eye, so that I can write very little. 
I am. Sir, 
Your most obliged, 

and most humble Servant, 

Sam. Johnson. 

Notc^-^Thli letter was written in consequence ^ 
Mr. Richardson's having given bail for Dr. Johnson. 

ODE 
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O BE 
TO MR. HIGHMORE, 

On Mr, Rtckardson*s sitting to kirn for kii Pictun. 

O Skilful Highmore! can thy noble art 
Express the beauties of a worthy heart? 

Canst thou such dazzling colours blend. 
As may to future ages shew 

The whole of thy illustrious friend. 
And bid each virtue on thy canvas glow ? 

Well can thy running pencil trace 
The comely features of his honest face; 
Well canst thou suffuse his eye. 
With sense and soft humanity $ 
<70od humour too the dimpled d^eek. 
And pleasing comntepance bespeak. 

But where, O where ! are we to find 
His restless, zeal for ^oing^gpod ? ^ 

His ardent love for all mankind ? 

Paint, if thou canst, the sorrow he sustains. 

For the poor wretch his charity maintains ; j 

Paint his tears of pity, paid 
With melting tears of gratitude. 
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By the lone widow, and the orphan shed. 

Paint, O paint ! the prayers that rise 

Like incense to th' attenttvo skies: 

Paint the blessings they obtain. 

Pouring down like vernal rain. 
Upon his happy, favoured head. 

Such is the magic of thy hand. 
We listen and expect to hear 
Flow from his lips that eloquence divine. 

Which can with absolute command 
Our hearts to sorrow, or to joy, incline ; 
Sudden extort the gushing tear. 
Or heal with balmy words the wounded ear. 

In vain we listen. — Can thy art supply 
That wisdom, wit, and penetrating skill 

Which can explore the mazes of the mind } 
Trace all the hidden motives of the will. 
And in the dark recesses find 
The secret thoughts which at the bottom lie ? 

Lay by thy pencil : it can do no more 

Than Raphael or Apelles could before ; 

And all that Raphael could, or Highmore can. 

Is to delineate the outward man. 

In his own works thy friend we view ; 

These will remsun for ever new : 

Posterity 
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Posterity shall know him the^e, 
And all mankind our pleasure share. 
Thy tints must fade, and he must die ; 
But these shall live till time sink in eternity. 

Thomas Mu^lso. 



OB E 



DEATH OF CLARISSA. 

(Translated from ike German of Major Hokarst,) 

JFlOWER, tho* transplanted, still blooming: feirest 
associate of Eden's flowers. O ! may'st thou not close 
in obscuring shades. May no swift decay invade thy 
bloom. 

Gentle zephyrs, like those which cherish the earth, 
for thee are too rough. Ah ! a storm arises. Alas ! it 
blasts thee in its first onset. 

Sweet flower, blighted in thy full-blown glories ; beau- 
tiful in ruin : we view thee with tears of admiration. 

How 
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How amiable was (he living Clarissa 1 la her shone 
each attractive grace: and even now> in the sleep of 
death, a more placid red covers her hollow cheeks. 

Now separated, her exalted soul hastened to the 
celestial spirits: the kindred spirits jojfiilly received 
her. 

The Empyrean Olympus, through its whole extent, 
immediatel J resounded^ rest, glorj, and refiilgent^rowns, 
to thy transcendant beauty. > 

Thus triumphs untainted merit. Comes Caroline, let 
us together keep a festival to Che hour of her removal ; 
the hour when she left us her divine pattern. 

Bring cypress boughs, that i may wreathe the logu* 
brious garland : whilst tliou, affectionate sister, bedewest 
it with a flood of tears. 
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TO MB. BICHAR0SO27. 

Berlin, Jan. 8, 1767* 

X HE first day of this year was a very 
happy one to me ; for it was on this I re- 
ceived the kind and very paternal letter you 
have heen pleased to honoursme with. In- 
deed, my dear and ever honoured father, I 
shall look on this occurrence as for an ar- 
gument, that this shall be a year full of 
bliss to me (and so might it be to my dear 
London relations) having so happily begun. 
And do you, by your own kind hand, oblige 
me with a confirmation of what my. he^ 
was proud of? — ^You do J And stifl sbdl I, 
can I^ boast of so worthy a relation ? You 
say you do know all the motions of my 
heart! and so I need not tell you thoee I 
feel on this occasion : receive, therefore, my 

bd«ved 
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kelored father, how only the repeated grate-- 
fol thanks of your ever obliged daughter. 

But, dear Sir, what a letter is your'sl 
And do you not fear that your kind par- 
tiality and your praises will make me 
haughty ? But, no ! the conoiousness of 
my many dmperfections will soon oppress 
these. buds of pride; ibr my heart does 
itself justice enoughs 

You command me to write to yon with 
die frankness of a friendship of a long stand- 
ing. Well, Sir, I am engaged both by gra- 
titude and inclination to deal freely with a 
heart so nobly open ;as yours ; and so I use 
the permission you so kindly give me. As 
ta what belongs to the knowledge I have of 
the English tongue, J know that it is 
very little.; and that I owe only to your 
indulging goodness ^hat you were pleased 
to say about it, in the Jetter before me. I 
have been for a long time a very great 
admirer of, the English authors; for all I 
diEead of excellent books were translations 
o 2 trf" 
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of English ones. I became by such lectures 
every day more desirous to be capable of 
reading them in their originals; but my 
father being too much busied to satisfy my 
desire of giving me lessons himself^ and 
having no other opportvmity, I was com- 
pelled to content myself with reading only 
translations^ till at last Mn Burton (whom 
you know perhaps) came to Berlin. He had 
addresses for my fiither^ who invited him to 
his table ; and if he would &vour my brother 
ami me with lessons^ he agreed to add three 
erowM for it : and so we had the first oppor« 
tunity of a thing so long wished for. But, 
unhappily for me, I had scarce begun to have 
some notion of the pronunciation^ when 
I was obliged to take a journey to one of 
my relations at Magdebourg. I remained 
there eight months ; and in this time my 
brother acquainted me with the departure 
of Mr. Burton. When I returned, I endea* 
voured to translate, and to study the lan« 
guage without the aid of any body, till a 
2 friend 
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friend of ours, who was just returned from 
traveDing, and who had lived a year in Eng- 
land, had the goodness to apeak with me, 
and to correct my translations ; and by his 
help I came to read tolerably well, and to 
understand the poems of Young, Milton, 
and Thomson. But now I am obliged to 
exercise myself without him, for he is six- 
teen miles from here. And so, my dearest 
father, you have a true and exact account 
of what you desire to know. 

As to the history of my femily, it would 
be too long for the limits of a. letter; let 
me therefore give it as briefly as possible. 

My father^s character I gave you, vrhen 
I said that he resembled the good Dr. 
Bartlet: his heart is as honest and as 
worthy : and his learning b said (if it is per- 
mitted to a dai^hter to rdate it, but I cab 
boast of my fiither) to be very large ; and 
his library shews that it is not only limited 
to theological andphilosophical subjects. His 
native country is Anhalt ; and &o he is no 
, 3 born 
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bom subject of our king. In his youth he 
educated a young nobleman, and the Prince 
of Hess Homburg; and in 1730 he 
became preacher at Magdebourg : then he 
married my mother, whom he had loved for 
ten years. But this happy union lasted no 
longer than* one year. I was born the 24th 
of March, 1733. My father remained a 
widower till my ninth year; during this 
timie he employed hi& leisure to my eduea«- 
tion ; and in 1739 he married my present 
mother: she is a> very good and worthy 
woman. In 17^0, he received a call to 
be chaplain in ordinary of the king. We 
came hither ; and now he is the first chap- 
lain^ and the chief preacher ia our King's 
estate. He is fifty-six years of age; and 
has now so much business and labour, that 
he cannot see us otherwise than at table^ 
and so he cannot watch the education of 
his children as hi^ paternal heart wished 
to do. This grieves him ; but he says be is 
not his own^ but his king's and bis country's. 

My 
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My mother is forty-three years old ; my bro* 
ther eighteen; my sister seventeen; my se- 
cond brother twelve ; and the joungest six : 
one sister and one brother died children. And 
now, ray honoured father, you have the brief 
account of my family. Each of them recom- 
mends himself to the favours of my dear 
adopted father, and begs his friendship. 

No ! my beloved father, I will not sup- 
press my vivacity with you ; I will not: but 
I will endeavour that it shall never grow to a 
prgudice for my heart and reason. 

Why, dear Sir, do you ask my pardon^ for 
a very useful admonition for a young woman, 
which you gave me by intreating me to read 
the letter mentioned in yours of Miss 
Howe ? I not onljj forgive, but am obliged to 
Mr. Reich that he has procured to me your 
kind hint; and I promise you, that your 
daughter shall apply herself to be worthy 
in this and all other points of the approba- 
tion of her honoured father. 

Will your worthy spouse, and my dear 
o 4 sisters. 
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sisters^ receive my best compliments? I 
feel my heart is engaged to them. It must 
be in the soul a sympathizing bent to mutual 
aflfection, ready to be heightened into love ; 
and the least appearance of acquaintance, 
must be the occasion that enlarges it, and 
sets it in all its strength. Whence else 
these emotions I feel for you all ? For, in* 
deed, my dearest Sir, my heart overflows with 
tenderness and love for its dear foreign ro- 
latK'es ; and these tender impulsions are tbe~ 
warrants that I shall never cease to be. 

Dearest Sir, your most humble, 
and grateful Servant and Daughter, 

A. C. Sack. 

' P. S. Is it not possible you could take a 
voyage in the summer to Berlin ? and, if 
possible, do it, dearest father ; rejoice the 
heart of your Antoinette. Pray do it ! 
Heaven ! what a joy, what a transporting 
joy for me, if I could ask your blessing, 
you prtsent ! 

TO 
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TO MB. RICHARB90!?* 

Bin, 

X HE late present you have made to the 
public, in the History of Sir Charles Grandi- 
son, has been received with aa much admira- 
tion and pleasure by my countrymen as by 
your own. For my part, I am extremely 
sensible of its excellence, and wish not for 
any thing so much as to recommend myself 
to the favour of a gentleman of such great 
merit. You had the goodness to send me 
the first copy from England, and this is the 
use I have made of it : Mr. Grellert, the 
only man, perhaps, in Germany equal to the 
task, has undertaken to translate it ; and, I 
flatter myself, the original will lose none of 
o5 its 
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its beauties under his hands. ^^ Nothing bat 
a Mr. Richardson, and the friendship I have 
for you, could prevail with me to undertake 
this affair," said he to me. For this worthy 
man is closely engaged in business, and 
has long been afflicted with an ill state of 
health. The result of all I will not fail to 
acquaint you with, as it is the least I can 
do for a man whom I value more from. in- 
clination (or for his own sake) than for the 
obligation he has laid me under. It is not 
possible, Sir, for me to write like you, un- 
less I were the best gentleman in the uni- 
verse ; and this character gives me more re- 
spect for you, than if you possessed all the 
empires of the world. It is with these sen- 
timents } shall ever remain, Sir^ 
Your most humble and 

most obedient Servant, 

Erasmus Rbi.ch^ 
(librarian.) 
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TO MB. RICHABDSOir. 

Leipsie, Jmt 12, 1758, 
SIR, 

1 HOUGH our correspondence has been 
suspended till this time, I flatter myself, ne* 
vertheless, that I have not thereby suffered 
in your friendship, which is a treasure I well 
know the value of, and which I hope to pre- 
serve even after death. 

Our situation is still the same — melancho- 
ly, very melancholy ! The horrors of the war 
surround us ! Our fine cities, pleasant gar- 
dens (the pleasant retirements) are become 
the receptacles of sick and wounded ! — ^An 
object which heightens our distress ! An 
entire resignation to the will of God can 
only comfort us ; and *tis that which sup- 
ports me, and enables me calmly to wait for 
an end to our troubles. 

You see. Sir, by the inclosed, that I have 
o 6 often 
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often thought of you ; and I beg of you to 
believe, that these thoughts have always 
been accompanied with the sincerest wishes 
for you^ Sir, and all your dear family. Please 
to present my respects to them, to Mr. 
Higbmore, Mr. La Ferre, &c. I shall be 
extremely pleased to be informed of their 
welfare. Our worthy Mr Grcllert likewise 
assures you of hts iriendfihip. This dear 
gentleman sufters also greatly from the pub- 
lic cdamities> without being cast down by 
them. Providence will, at length, deliver 
us out of them. 

As soon as ^1 the cuts are finished, I 
win send you as many of them as you desire. 
I think, however, we shall be able to com- 
plete them before the end of the year. I 
will then likewise send you a copy of the 
new edition of Grandison in German, which 
is now printing rtiore neatly than before. 

I am, with the utmost respect. 

Your most obedient, &c* 

Reich. 
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Mrs. BEAUMONT, 

ji FRAGMENT. 

Hff ▲ LSTTift rke* 

BK. BARTLETT TO MISS BTRON« 

1 Will now. Madam, acquit myself of the 
promise I made of giving you a brief his- 
tory of Mrs. Beaumont. 

This lady was the daughter of Walter 
Beaumont, descended from an ancient housb 
rn Norfolk. There were three brothers. 
The eldest being in possession of the fas 
mily estate, which was very considerable, 
the other two, Walter and John, were sent 
xtp to London, and put ta eminent mei^- 

chants. 
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chants. Walter to a Turkey merchant, 
John to a Spanish. * 

Walter, whenliis time of service was ex- 
pired, married, by consent, his ma8ter*s only 
child ; and his father-in-law dying soon af« 
ter, became the possessor of his fortune, and 
successor in his traffic ; and, having a con>- 
siderable portion pf his own, grew early 
rich. 

He was married some years before he was 
blessed with his Hortensia. She was the 
delight and boast of both parents. Admired 
by all who saw her for th^ graces of her per- 
son, but much more for the beauties of her 
mind, and for a solidity and prudence and 
knowledge, beyond her years*. 

She lost bar mother when she was but 
nin^ years of age, and was no more th^a 
twelve, when she was deprived of her far- 
ther. 

He laboured for some years under a con^ 
sumptive disorder ; for the cure of which he 
went to the south of France, and to Naples^ 
taking with him this^ his amiable child* 
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He was an excellent man, and always em- 
ployed in good offices. His beloved child 
was his almoner, from the time of her wor- 
thy mother's death. Grief for the loss of 
bis wife increased his maladies. 

Receiving little or no benefit in foreign 
climates, he returned to his native country, 
in order, as he said, to die there. His Hor- 
tensia was then but eleven. His principal 
concern, on a decay too visible, arose from 
the thoughts of leaving behind him, at an 
age so tender, the darling of his heart ; for 
whose sake, he used to say, life, even with 
such an ill state of health as he laboured 
with, was desirable. 

He delighted to call her his little nurse. 
In the last stage of his illnesss, she was the 
patient attendant of her dying father ; nor 
was she capable of taking any pleasure, 
but what she received in administering to 
him. He would take nothing but from her 
hands ; and she was jealous of any body's 
interfering with her, either night or day, in 
the pious offices^which she could perform for 
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him. And though as his life grew near its 
period, her eyes were continually swelled 
with weeping, yet he having once said, that 
every tear from her eyes, drew a drop of 
blood from his heart, she never approached 
him but with a serene aspect ; practising 
for it, and asking the nurses, whether she 
was now, and now, fit to attend her 
/ather; making pretences to leave him for 
k few monients, when her bursting hearC 
iould not be hidden from him. 

He died blessing her. His departure, at 
(he time, was not thought so very near. It 
was his custom every morning, on her first 
attendance, to bless, with folded arms, the 
beloved of his heart. Her cheek received 
his last breath* 

She was carried away in fi^ts, from which^ 
for some hours, it was apprehended she ne« 
ver would recover; and when she did, could 
hot for months be comforted. 

Mr. John Beaumont, her uncle, was 
younger by two years than her father. He 
had not succeeded in the world, as his brother 
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had done ; but that he had not, was owing 
to unhappy accidents, which he could not 
either foresee or prevent. His circum* 
stances were not, however, desperate^ His 
brother had always been kind to him; and 
would not suffer him to incur disgrace. His 
character was high in the world for a punc- 
tual and honest man ; and he had reaped no 
small advantage, both in his credit and for« 
tune, from the management of bis brother's 
money and afiairs, all the time Us^ brothej^ 
was abroad for his healthy and which ^iH 
remained in his hands. 

The worthy father had once, in presence 
of his Hortensia, talked of his affairs with 
his brother, who had been accounting to 
him for the interest of some monies, and 
the produce of some of his effects; and^ 
turning to her, my dearest love, said he, you 
will have a large fortune. God raise up a 
man who may be worthy of you. I am 
afraid, I shall not live to see you married ; 
but I hope your uncle wilK If I do not, my 
brother's regard to my memory, and to t^mt 
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of your excellent mother, who loved hinr^ 
and his affection for my Hortensia, and care 
of your concerns, will alleviate the loss of 
the tenderest father. 

On her father's death, the inconsolable 
young lady was taken by her uncle to his 
house. He presented his four daughters to 
her, the youngest of whom was about four- 
teen, the eldest nineteen^ with these words,. 
** behold, your handmaids, my dear.*' And 
her to them, with these — *^ receive the com* 
mands of your cousin, my loves! let it be 
the study of you all, to make her happy.'' 
She embraced them, and besought the af« 
fection of her beloved cousins, as she should 
deserve it ; and on her knees to her uncle, 
intreated him to allow her to call Yiim faiAer; 
as she did to her aunt, that she would per* 
mit the poor orphan child to restore to her* 
self a moiier in her. 

Miss Beaumont, as has been said, was 
about twelve years old when she lost her 
father. She had reason to think herself very 
happy in the tender love of her uncle and 
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aunt, and in the affectionate regard of her 
cousins, tiUshehad attained her fourteenth 
year. Then the prosperous circumstances of 
her uncle made his daughters proud. Pride 
begot, first, coldness to their cousm, then ar- 
rogance. Every body admired her improved 
and improving genius ; and she so greatly 
eclipsed her cousins, that on every subject 
where prudence or discretion, or even fashion 
or appearance, was concerned, their opinion 
never was regarded when she Was present. 
They must have been as great in mind as 
she was to bear thi% distinction in their dis- 
favour. 

Her aunt joined to slight her^ 

Addreffes were made to the two eldest 
daughters, by men whose proposals were 
tempting to the father. 

He had entered on an extensive traffic, on 
his brother's plan, and with his brother's 
fortune, and was successful in it. He took 
possession of all his brother's papers at his 
death ; Mrs. Beaumont doubts not, with a 
resolution to do het* justice ; a resolution 
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whicb^ she believes, he held for the two first 
years of his guardianship; and even that he 
withstood for near a third, the continual de- 
mands upon biro^ of his wife and daughters 
to do them justice, as they called it ; and to 
let the girl (now their common word for 
her) who took into her head to think herself 
entitled to a great fortune, know what she 
had to trust to. 

It is said, but not to the credit of human 
nature, that every man has his price. A 
small sum would not have shaken the in* 
tcgrity of Mr. John Beaumont ; but when 
he found himself prosperous from an ex- 
tended traffic, in which a great part of his 
fortune was employed — when he had not 
toy body to call him to account — .whenhe 
had in his own hands all the papers, deeds, 
and acknowledgements, that would have 
distinguished and ascertained his brother's 
property — the money in the funds vested in 
himself — when his way of living and ex- 
pences were enlarged, suitably to his in- 
creased credit— when advantageous propch 
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sals were made hira for two of his daughters 
in marriage — ^when his wife, and all four of 
them, were in a strong confederacy against 
the orphan niece — the temptations were too 
great for his virtue : He yielded to them. 
The two eldest daughters were married, 
and five thousand pounds were given with 
each. These sums made such an inroad in 
his brother's estate, that his honesty be* 
came irrecoverable. 

The unhappy Hortensia was for some 
time at a loss how to account for the ill usage 
she received from any other motives than 
envy. She knew that three years before, in 
her father's life-time, her uncle' pretended 
not to give his elder daughter more than 
five hundred pounds, on a match being pro* 
posed for her, which took not place j and 
she also knew, that her father, who thought 
jt an advantageous one, had told her uncle, 
that Tather than it should go off, be would 
make her fortune fifteen hundred ; and now 
upon being assured, that ten thousand pounds 
were actually paid to the husbands of her 
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two elder cousins ; and being insulringljr 
told by fhe two younger, that they should 
certainly bave as much for their marriage 
portions; Miss Beaumont, after infinite, 
struggles with herself, took courage, to ask 
her unde, whether it were not proper, that 
she should have an estimate given her of 
what her father died possessed of? 

This motion was resented with a vehe- 
mence that alarmed her. He asked, who 
put her upon it? She answered, with rtore 
spirit than she had been accustomed to shew, 
that she was put upon it by the reason of 
the 4hingonly; for that he knew «he had 
no friend but him^ and hitherto had not 
ei>tertained a thought, that there would be 
occasion for consulting any perscHi but him^ 
on (Whatever itelated tolieFself. 

Her cousins, and even iier aunt, shewed 
their resentments on this occasion. The 
young women upbraided, and sonoetimes in- 
sulted hen Her uncle refused to hear any 
appeal, however reluctantly and modestly 
made^ on the increasing ill-usage and malice 
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tjf her four cousins ; for it was some time 
before the new-married women left their 
father's house ; and she had the contumely 
of their husbands also to bear. Often was 
she obliged to rise from table, her cheeks 
bathed in tears, her grief mocked and ridi- 
culed, and they revelling in her spoils. On 
the visits of neighbours or acquaintances, 
she was generally suffered to bewail herself 
in her closet 5 neither called upon or invited 
down ; nor, but at meal times, asked to be 
one of their family ; and, at such times, was 
often precipitated away by their low and 
malevolent slights and captiousness : her 
heart, when refuged in her own apartments, 
bursting with grief 5 her father*s love rc- 
Kiembered^ her uncle*s ingratitude regret- 
ted ; as well for his sake, as for her own ; 
and coQSoling herself with prayers for them 
all; and that God would <diange tlieup 
hearts. 

All this time, she had not one friend ito 
whom she could apply for advice, or tell 
hjer4ale i till one of Jthe maid^serYants, wlio 
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di^;racefully dtsmissed for befriendrng 
and weq>ing over her, brought her ac- 
quainted with a worthy gentlewoman^ in 
the neighbourhood^ Mrs. Winwood, the 
widow of a worthy clergyman, who left her 
in narrow circumstances ; and, though well* 
allied, to struggle with some acts of ingrati* 
tude and injustice, for which she found no 
remedy but patience. 

To diis gentlewoman, the poor Hortensia 
would now and then steal ; and all their 
comfort, on comparing their mutual hard- 
ships, was to mingle together their una- 
vailing tears. 

When she was about fifteen, a critical 
fire happened, through the carelessness, a& 
it was said^ of a servant, by means of a 
stove-grate, in the compting-house. What- 
ever books and accounts, particularly be* 
'longing to her uncle, were consumed by it, 
must be taken upon trust. Many such, it 
was said, were lost ; but not one paper or 
book of consequence, th^t related to the 
t&irs of her deceased father was spared. 
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The circumstances attending this fire were 
too particular not to create some suspicions 
at the time ; but to whom could the un- 
happy Hortensia apply for relief! Her 
xmcle's credit was still good. He was her 
guardian; and the high opinion his de- 
ceased brother had of his integrity was well 
known. Nor had Hortensia endeavoured 
to make a party against him in her own fa- 
vour. She was yet, in the eye of the law, 
but an infant. She was in his house; and 
was even represented by her cousins, as, a 
proud, vain-glorious, conceited girl. These 
charges will be easily beh'eved, when made 
- against a person of superior understanding, 
however causeless ; and never were charges 
more causeless made, than these against the 
meek, the humble. Hortensia. The weak 
and the credulous think themselves insulted 
by such, and will join as in a common cause 
agaipst them. The envy of the envious is 
an indirect confession against themselves 
of superiority in another; but they seldom 

VOL. V. p r . 

^ xorgive 



Digitized by 



Google 



314 «I8T0XT 09 

forgive those who put them upon making it* 
Once, indeed^ her elder uncle was sound- 
ed, unknown to her ; but this, as it after- 
wards came to her knowledge, was the sub- 
stance of what he said : " His brother John 
was always deemed an honest man. He 
had informed him that the effects of the de- 
ceased brother were not near so considerable 
as reported. John had trafficked to great 
advantage since the death of Walter. The 
girl was but a girl ; (he himself had treated 
his sisters ill upon the same principles) 
had she the fortune to which some thought 
her entitled, she might throw herself away 
upon some worthless man, and be more un* 
happy than with a smaller." 

Had Sir Charles Grandison been then her 
contemporary, he would have shewn to 
every one concerned the force of quite con- 
trary arguments. He would with pleasure 
have espoused her cause, and searched to 
the bottom of the iniquity. He has relieved, 
since he came to England, more than one 
innocent creature, labouring under oppres- 



Digitized by 



Google 



MRS. BBAXTMdNT. Si 5 

sion,byliis very appearance in the rightecnis 
cause, and by the fame of his resolution. 

Mrs. Winwood, the pious, the patient* 
Mrs. Winwood, was the only person to whom 
the young sufferer could open her heart. 
And she continually inculcated in her mind 
the doctrines of resignation which she her- 
self, to her great comfort, daily practised. 

At last the insults she met with being 
not to be borne, among the rest the unmar- 
ried daughters insisting upon the young 
lady's attendance upon them, in their dres- 
-sing rooms, the afflicted Hortensia desired a 
patient audience of her uncle alone. 

He, though ungraciously, granted her re- 
quest 5 and she laid before him the hardships 
she laboured under, from the ill nature of 
her cousins, and their demands upon her 
for attending them. 

His answer, delivered with great coolness, 
was, " He knew no harm in young ladies do- 
ing kind offices for one another : he doubted 
not but her cousins would be as ready to 
oblige her, as she was them.** 
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. She weph " It was far otherwise (she, 
said.) He must know it was far. otherwise." 

'* That (he said) was calling upon him to 
bear testimony against his own children.** 

" She had hoped (she replied) that she 
might have, been considered as one of his 
children.*' 

" So she had Geen, and still was ; though 
be must needs say, that of late she had shewn 
herself a pretty pert one.** 

** Who, I ? who, I ? my uncle, a pert one 1 
Indeed, I have been treated as if I were so- 
But J know not myself, if I am.** 

She called out for instances that she might 
rectify her conduct. 

** What signified recriminating ? She 
was a very young creature ; and, for the 
sake of ber father's memory, he was desirous 
to overlook common failings.*' 

'* My father's- memory ! (repeated she, pro- 
foundly sighing) J but, Sir (after a pause) ijf 
my aunt will have the goodness to counte- 
nance the poor orphan a little more when my 
cousins use me ill, and chide them when she 
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thinks them blameable, instead of smiling 
at their insults and ridicule, I shall not for 
the future, have so much reason to complain 
as I have now.** 

** She called herself orphan (he replied) 
to reflect upon him and her aunt. Her aunt 
was a good-natured woman ; and it was 
hard, if she might not be allowed to smile 
at the jests of young folks with young folks." 

She wept : — ^* he knew (she said) that was 
not the case : she never dared to jest with 
them 5 nor washer situation of late, such as 
disposed her to jest." 

He could hardly contain himself on thfe. 
His conscience allowed him to take the hint 
in the severest sense ; yet had not strength 
enough with him to make hi^ resentment 
yield to justice — ^he stormed! 

She was terrified : but resuming some lit- 
tle courage : " I am unhappy, indeed (said 
she) : I hoped to raise to myself a protector 
in my uncle ; and intended not to offend him. 
I must not call myself an orphan; what can I 

'call myself? I am too pert a creature to be 
p3 
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considered as your child/' He stormed still 
jnore ; went out ef the room ; instantly re- 
turned;: traversed it with hasty steps, 
stopping for a moment only as he passed 
her, and looked fiercely upon her. " What> 
what, can I say (said she) since the only: 
friend I have in the world discountenances> 
aod terrifiet me ? I am quite hopeless. But, 
dear Sir, forgive the spirit my cousins have 
raised ia me i apd be pleased to let me 
knew what I have to trust to ; and then I 
shall be able to judge, whether I ought to 
think of myself as my father*s only child, or 
as my cousins* wa^g-maid/* 

)n a vehement pas^iioi) before-^this spirited' 
rf^queat, so unexpected from a young lady» 
his niece, who had been used to bear sa 
much, quite enraged him* Violent actipn; 
took place of speech i he took her, shrink- 
ing from him, and crying out for mercy, by 
the arm, and rushing vvith her to the street- 
door, opened it, thrust her out, and shut 
it against her. 

She was ready to fai«t with griief and tf y- 
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r&r ; and just as a crowd was beginning to 
gather about her, who were affected at see- 
ing so fine a young creature shut out of door, 
he (recollecting himself a little) opened the 
4loor, and pulled her in. " Little vixen ! (said 
fie) in the hearing of the people, who would 
believe that such a face was a cover to suck 
a heart I" 

He hurried her into his comptfng-house, 
and told her^ that if she would marry (she 
was then about sixteen) James Nichols^ 
who was one of his clerks^.he wcwld) for her 
father'iB sake^ make up her fortune one thou« 
sand pounds. 

The clerk happened not to be withm 
Bearing. 

She was astonished : — " O my father (said 
she, lifting up her hands and eyes) ; and did 
you not think you left me to the care, to 
the protection, of your brother !'* 

She arose (he snatching at her arm again 
in a fury) and fled to her aunt ; and, throwing 
herself at her feet, implored her protection 
from her enraged uncle* 
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Her aunt raised her, and led her to Unow 
ther apartment; but, when there, told her 
that humility became her, and her fortune^ 
That rt was an ill office in her to endeavour 
to set her uncle against her and his children* 

*' They had heard (she said) the provoca^ 
tions she had given her unck ; and all she 
had been prating to him before those pro- 
vocations, against them. No wonder he had 
had so little patience with her.'* 

** There is no answering. Madam (said 
she) such a speech as you have made me re- 
turned out of doors ! — see these marks !'* and 
was going to fhew her arm, black and swell- 
ed, with his gripe, when in came her two 
cousins, who had listened at the door, and 
bitterly reviled her. 

•' To whose protection now (said she, 
wringing her bands, and terrified from her 
purpose of fliewing her arm) can I fly ? — O, 
my blessed father ! (falling on her knees, her 
folded hands held up ;) look down ! look 
down ! upon your oppressed child !** 

She was raised from her knees, by her twcy 
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cousins ; called vile names ; and led to her 
apartment between them y and there she 
fainted away. 

She was not able to leave her chamber, 
lior hardly her bed, for two days. At the 
end of which, being tolerably recovered, 
she wrote a letter to her uncle. She was 
afraid of requesting another personal audi- 
ence of him. She was afraid that he was 
determined upon his measures, whatever 
they were; and that, as he had begun with 
her, he would proceed to carry them into 
effect ; and she was resolved, whatever were 
the consequences, to let him. know her 
mind ; not without hopes, that the freedom 
and justice of her expostulation might pro- 
cure her more favour than by hk hint of 
James Nicholis, his clerk, might at present 
be intended for her. 

She expostulated with him in this letter, 

on ** the treatment she had met with, for the 

past two years; and appealed^ to God, to 

his conscience, and her own heart, that she 

p 5 bad 
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had Qot deserved it, either of he^i a4nt &r 
him, nor yet of her cousins. 

** She expressed herself astonished at what 
he had said to her, in the compting-bousei of 
one of his clerks j^ and on giving her, as ^ 
grace and favour, one thousand pounds for 
her fortune. On this occasion she wrote, she 
would sooner choose death than to be silent* 

" She reminded him of what her father 
had said to h^r, before him, as to the con« 
$iderableness of her fprtune ; and acquainted! 
^iro, that at other times, he who was not 
used to speak largely of his circumstances, 
had hinted to her, that he was worth be* 
tween twenty and thirty thousand pounds^ 
every obligation discharged*. Indeed h^ 
told her afterwards, that he had some losses^ 
but she understood, from certain circum- 
stances, that they would not amount to four 
thousand ppunds ; the least, therefore, that 
she expected, was twenty thousand pounds, 
if she had justice done her. And her uncle 
wouM be gainer enough in having had at| 

oppor- 
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opportunity to build his fortune on her 
father*s plan and traffic. 

" She begged his excuse for the freedom 
with which she wrote ; but then, she said, 
upon such a declaration as he had made, 
was her time to speak out, or never. And 
she referred to his honour, his conscience, 
as he would answer to Gfod, at the great 
day of account, for his own sake, if not fbr 
the sake of the orphan daughter of the 
kindest and best of brothers, left to his guar* 
dianship ; and who, if she had not a friend 
in him, was destitute of any friend, aid, or 
comfort, to give hier leave to impute to vio- 
lent passion this harsh treatment of her so 
lately, and his astonishing dedaratioa. 

" She besought him not to let her be 
brought into his presence while he was in 
sagreat a rage as she had seen him in three 
days before. She was^ loth to think it wae 
her uncle's face, that then had so much? 
affrighted and terrified her, even in her 

She 
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. She expected in terror what would be the 
result of this free and spirited letter ; the 
first instance of such spirit that she had 
ever exerted with her pen ;\but then, as she 
wrote, or never, was the call for it to be 
obeyed. 

Two days did her uncle keep her in ex* 
pectation, taking time to calm his passion, 
that he might be able to reason with her, as 
he called it, on the contents of so free an 
expostulation. 

He then sent for her down to him into 
one of the parlours. She went trembling, 
yet endeavouring not to appear to desert 
herself. 

He had with him his lawyer, prepared to 
take minutes of all that should pass. 

He would make her sit down by him : he 
had a parcel of papers in his hand : his looks 
were moody and wrathful : his words were 
smooth and oily. 

" Well, niece (began he) I have a most 
extraordinary letter from you ! A most ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary one indeed ! But let the inde- 
cency of some of the expressions you have 
made use of pass ; they only serve to shew 
me, that the charge made against you by 
your cousins, in answer to your accusations 
of them, is not quite groundless, as inno- 
cent as you look, and gentle as you would 
be thought to be ; but let that pass too. 

" Here, you tell me, that your father 
gave you room to think he was worth neap 
or about 20fi00i. He might think he was. 
I believe he did I But he reckoned upon 
debts owing him, that he never, had he lived, 
was likely to get in. How can a man, whose 
effects lie in foreign hands, and different 
countries, say what he is worth ? He never 
talked of such a sum to me ! If he had, I 
should have put him upon a juster calcula- 
tion. You know he was unable for many 
months to look into his accounts. I own 
he was a kind brother and good friend. You 
need not upbraid me with unkindness, niece; 
he would not have done so." 

She 
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She was^ going to speak — "Hear me oat,^ 
said he. 

^ You, Mr. Norman, have known many 
a man, who in one year has thought himself 
worth thousands, and the next, had a sta- 
tute taken out against him, and his creditors 
have been glad to take a crown in the 
pound.** 

** Very true,** said Mr. Norman ; and was 
about to give instances. 

"Well, but that was not my brother's 
ease ; so no more of that. But had he 
made a calculation, he would have found 
himself short by more than half the sum, 
and all bad debts supposed good. The 
heavy loss you mention, niece, came out to. 
be more than 5,000l.** 

^* Sir, my father reckoned himself worth 
between 20 and 30,OOGL'* 

"No such thing, I tcH you as a third 
part of that sum, had that loss not hap- 
pened. His illness and journeyings, and fo- 
reign residences, cost him vast sums ! vast 

sums I 
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sums f There were other bad article^ which^ 
be reckoned as good; The fire that hap- 
pened in my <x)nftpting'-house destroyed the 
greatest part of the testimonials of hi3 fo- 
reign property, of which some of the peo- 
ple abroad took advantage, base wretchea 
ds they were 1 else there would have been* 
perhaps two of three thousand pounds com- 
ing to you. A very pretty fortune, I thinks 
I wish it were in your pocket.'* 

*^ Ah, Sir l-^not so pjrctty as my two elder 
cousins have had, besides what my two xrn^ 
niarried cousins expect/' 

^ Don't be pert. Miss," said Mr. Nor- 
man. 

*^ I am a weak inexperienced youog crea- 
ture ; I don't Jknow the eod of this gentle- 
man'fi^ presence, and writing down every 
thing; Then (turniisig to her uncle) I see^ 
Sir, you are prepared with an account ; be 
pleased to let me know what I may depend 
upon." 

^^ Five hundred pounds, wanting a very 

little^ 
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Kttle, is all you can claim, I told you ; and, 
having once said it, I will be as good as my 
tvord ; I will, for your father's sake,^" — 

" O, Sir !— my uncle! — my dear father's 
brother } — my guardian ! — and say you 
this?" 

*^ Your uncle is very good to you. Miss." 

'* Why, so I am ; for the bonds being 
burnt by the accident, the people abroad, 
as I hinted — " 

" Good Sir, let me spare you the attempt 
to make this clear. You have prepared it 
all I see. Never ! never let me have it to 
say, that these eyes witnessed to an account 
that cannot be to the reputation of my fa- 
ther's brother." 

*^ Do you hear, Mr. Norman ? do you 
hear ? — Ah ! who, at this rate, would ac- 
cept of a guardianship !" 

** You have great patience, Sir !— Miss, 
you take great liberties with your uncle ; his 
character is well known ; it is above being 
hurt by the groundless surmises and roman- 
tic 
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tic expectations of an inconsiderate young 
woman. Nevertheless, I am so far your 
friend^ as to advise your uncle to take 
releases from you, and give you the thou- 
sand— '• 

"Spare, spare. Sir! your advice. My 
uncle has several thousands — forgive me, 
Sir — I cannot bear this flagrant treatment — 
to give to each of his daughters ; and, no 
doubt, handsome reserves for my aunt and 
himself." 

" Do you hear, Mn Norman ! — Do you 
hear. Sir f 

" But four years ago (proceeded she) he 
declared himself unable to give his eldest 
daughter more than 6OOI. ; he has given 
10,000l. to two daughters. The fire de- 
stroyed not the testimonials of the property 
which enabled him to do this. The fire 
destroyed only those of the poor orphan 
girl." 

" No such thing (biting his lips, with 
ill-concealed anger) as 10,000l. ; no suclv 

thing 
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thing Mr. Norman! — ^Vile girl ! — ITiis is 
her meduiess ! — this is — ** 

In then came the aont and her two cou<- 

sins. ^' Turn the saucy ereature out of doorv 
this instant,'* said the annt in a rage. Her 
cousins reviled her with their tongues, and^ 
even clapt their hands in her very face. 

She fell down on her knees, and, with 
hands and eyes lifted up, ^l adjure you^^ 
Sir, by the memory of my £itber, who was 
indeed a kind brother to you, to do justice 
to the poor orphan ward, to whom you. 
vowed justice and protection ;. (then, rising, 
wUh dignity) if you can, in conscience^, 
carry into execution your present schemes- 
against a desolate child, who has no other 
friend but you, do so! I will not have a 
shilling of the thousand pounds you have 
mentioned, if I am to acknowledge one-* 
half of it as the full of my right, and the 
other half as the result of your bounty and 
gratitude to that brother to whom you owe 
your all* Turn me out of4oors> as my aunfc 

advises t 
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advises I My fortune is become a wieck ; I 
can bend to my condkion ; and> even do 
more than that, 1 can forgive my uncle." 

Th^y stood amazed, looking upon one 
another, as each expecting the others to 
speak. The heroic lady then, raised beyond 
herself^ again: dropped down on her knees ;, 
« Gracious God of all mercy (said she, tears 
streaming down her cheeks) forgive my ua- 
ele t-i^And da thou be my guardian ! — Save 
me from a worse ruin than that of my for-* 
tune — the ruin of my morals ! Poverty, 
without shiyne, be thou my portbn ! Witb 
umocence it will be a greater. Sir, Madam^ 
than you have given> or can give, to your 
daughters ! 

*^And now. Sir (rising) turn me out of 
doors !— turn me out to God's providence ! 
that shall be my reliance, and my only reli«> 
ancei'' 

Her uncle turned pale, and trembled i»v 
every joint ; Mr. Norman lodced terrified ; 
her aunt was unable to speak 5 but her two^ 

hardened 
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hardened cousins led the noble suiFerer to 
the door, and shut it upon her. 

She was not willing to stay at the door 
till her high^ wrought up spirits subsided^ 
being aware that she should not be able to 
support herself when it did. She hurried 
away, tlierefbre, to her worthy Mrs. Win- 
wood, by whom she was received with open 
arms. She had need of such a refuge« 

Next day^^ her doaths were sent her ; and^ 
as she was supposed to have but little money^ 
Mr. Norman attended her with one hun- 
dred pounds, which she would not take, as 
. he had brought a receipt for her to sign, as 
part of five hundred pounds ; the whole of 
what was due to her from her father's ef- 
fects* 

However, afterwards, she accepted 6f 
ibur hundred pounds (she would not take 
five hundred, for an obvious reason) for 
Avhich she gave a receipt on account ; and 
this was all she ever received from her uncle. 

Her hard case was made known to a gea- 

tlemaa 
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tleman of a great estate, who was thought 
to be a man of honour. He was very zea- 
lous to undertake her cause ; and she was 
then willing to do herself justice. Some 
proceedings were had ; but the dishonoura- 
ble man having been detected by an acci- 
dent, owing to a letter wrong directed, 
which fell into her hands, in a design upoa 
her honour, she stopt proceedings, and made 
a resolution never to resume them ; for, by 
that time, her uncle's other two daughters 
were married, and handsome fortunes given 
with them. And she would have it, that 
the four husbands of the four girJs, how- 
ever the money was obtained, were entitled 
to the consideration they had with them* 
Their father was only answerable; and if 
the cause were carried against him, he might 
be ruined, and yet the greatest part of thet 
fortune would be irrecoverable. And when 
it was urged by a zealous friend, that her 
uncle had, no doubt, made reserves for him- 
self, part of which she might probably re- 
cover. 
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<;over, her answer was, ^* Poor man 1 he Iim 
dearly bought those reserves ! I pity himP 

Yet this friend had, by her leave, intro- 
duced to her a man of unquestionable ho- 
nour, who, admiring her noble mifid, her 
fine understanding, and extensive genius^ 
was extremely earnest lo undertake her 
tjause, and with this declared hope, but not 
offered to be made a condition, that she 
would be inclined to favour with the inesti- 
mable honotir of her hand her introducing 
friend, for whom she condescended to ex- 
press a very iiigh regard, and for whose hap- 
piness she professed herself as solicitous as 
for her own ; but who, nevertheless, was 
so conscious of his own tmworthiness, as 
well from want of fortune as merit, that he 
dared not to hope for such a blessing. She 
saw this consciousness, and valued him for 
it. She condescended in the kindest terms, 
unsolicited (for how could he speak what 
he could not presume to hope ?) to tell the 
conscious man, that his generous friend had 

given 
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given hec such an hint. She should value 
his friend for it^ she said, as long as sh^ 
lived, and should value bunself to the same 
period ; but as she was determined not to 
molest her father's brother, and as nobody 
but herself would be a sufferer while she 
was a single woman, she neither would ac- 
cept of his friend's generous assistance, nor 
yet marry ; for she could not bear to think, 
that the man she preferred to all others, 
should wed a law-suit in her ; nor yet, were 
she to marry, that her husband should be 
hindered from pursuing the right he would 
acquire with her. But, after this confession 
in his favour, she said, she should not be 
easy, unless he, her friend, to whom she 
had so freely opened her heart, was sooa 
the husband of some other woman* 

She was strengthened in the exalted reso* 
lution she had taken soon after, by what 
happened to hser uncle. He was taken ill 
of a violent fever. No hopes were given 
of his life. He was sensible of his danger, 
1 and 
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^nd then did his conscience reproach him 
with the enormous wrongs he had done his 
niece. He called out upon her name with 
, equal anguish of heart, and blessings on her 
virtues. He besought every one who came 
near him, to declare his penitence to the or- 
phan — to the injured orphan ! and to beg 
one visit from her, and her forgiveness* 

His attending daughters opposed his ear- 
nest request. One of them said, it were 
better he should die ; and if he could not 
recover, the sooner the happier, than that 
such a request should be made to the inso- 
lent Hortensia, as they called her. The mo- 
ther also opposed it ; but his earnestness in- 
creasing, the physician and divine, who at- 
tended him, insisted, that he should be gra- 
tified, and Mr. Norman was dispatched to 
the young lady with the request. 

At the very first word, she flew to her 
uncle's house. She was admitted to his 
bedside. There did she receive his volun- 
tary confessions of the wrong done her. 

Tears 
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Tears of penitence ran down his cheeks. He 
grasped her hands between his* He kissed 
them with his parched lips^ and implored 
her forgiveness. 

She forgave him. She comforted him, 
soothed him. She, whom he had barba- 
rously injured, in violation of the sacred laws 
of guardianship, could forgive, sooth, and 
comfort him, while his own children, for 
whose sake, for whose aggrandisement, he 
had done the wrong,"stood aloof, and wished 
the mouth for ever closed that aknowledged 
it, and asked forgiveness of the sufferer. 

But in what did this confession end ? The 
man, forgiven and soothed, grew easier. He 
recovered ; and then was talked to, and ex- 
postulated with, by his family, upon his con- 
fession, so disgraceful to them and to him- 
self. He grew ashamed of his contrition. 
All was imputed to delirium, brought on by 
the violence of his fever ; and the pious 
niece was left to sigh for her uncle, and pity 
him, which she cordially did* 

VOL. V. a About 
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About tilts time came to England the 
Count and Cduntess of P. on a visit to their 
brother^ Signor L. who was the minister of 
an Italian potentate, at the British courts 
and had under his care a young lady, his 
niece^ about sixteen years of age, who, from 
childhood, was destined by all parties for 
the wife of the yout^ Ck>unt of P. tb^i 
about twenty. A match of policy, in order 
to unite two great estates in one; both the 
parties being distantly related* 

The Countess of P. was accompanied by 
her maiden sister, l^gnora Catherina, a lady 
of great merit, who, having been disappoint- 
ed in marriage by the death of her first lo- 
ver, and living very happily with her sister, 
between whom and herself there had always 
been an inviolable friendship, had made a 
resolution never to marry. 

Besides this son, the Ccmntess and her 
Lord had a dau^ter, Philippa, of about 
twelve years of age, a fine young lady, of 
whom they were exceedingly fond ; and i^e^ 

as 
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as well as her brother, was a party in this 
visit to Signor L. ; the intent of which 
was^ that the young lord and young lady 
filK>uld see each other, in order to confirm, 
by their own personal approbation, the con- 
tract entered in^a by the friends on both 
sides. 

Mrs. Winwood had told a lady of rank, tcr 
whom she was distantly related, Miss Beau^ 
months melancholy tale; and this lady r^ 
peated it to the Countess of P. and her sis^ 
ter and her daughter, ia such aA ajSTecting 
manner,^ that they were desirous to see her ;, 
and Mrs. Winwood prevailed on Miss Beau^ 
mont ta wait on them in: her company, 

Mrs. Beaumont is now a very fine woman. 
She was at that time looked upon by every 
one as a beauty ; but her modesty, good 
settse^ easy behaviour, genius, which was 
capable of all things, and her piety, and 
sweetness of disposition, w^e so shining 
that few who addressed her, or spoke of her, 
said a word of the graces of her person. 

a a Tlie 
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The ladies were charmed with her on this 
first visit. They condescended tp return it 
at Mrs, Winwood*s lodgings; and were 
still more delighted with her. The younger 
lady particularly besought her mother and 
aunt^ that they would, if possible, procure 
for her the blessing, as she called it, of Miss 
Beaumont's constant residence with them ; 
•end she would endeavour, she, said, to be all 
diat Miss Beaumont was* The Countess 
and Lady Catharina rejoiced in the young 
lady's motion, and intreated Miss Beaumont 
to add herself to their family, as a companion 
to Lady Philippa; the Countess assuring 
her, that she should always consider her as 
her other daughter. As to the article of 
religion, which Miss Beaumont mentioned 
as an obstacle, they brought the Count to 
her, to assure her, in their names, as well as 
in his own, that that should not be any, if, 
on mature deliberation, she could not con- 
form to theirs ; and they would confide in 
her discretion, that that should never be 

made 
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made a topic of discourse between Lady 
FhiUppa and her. 

Circumstanced as she was, in a manner 
friendless, and determined on a single life, 
she spoke of this invitation, from a family of 
unquestionable honour and generosity, as a 
caU of Providence in her fwovr^ and cheer- 
folly embraced' k. 

She was not sure of even a civil recq)tion 
from her uncle, and therefore took leave of 
him in a pathetic letter, full of pious wishes 
for his returning penitence, and confirming 
that forgiv^iess which she had so unre*. 
servedly given him in. his supposed dying 
hours.. 

The first affliction, and almost the only 
one, she met with, after her arrival with this 
good family in Italy, was a heavy one to her. 

It had beai agreed between the Count de 
P. and Signer L. that the young couple, 
whom they were both solicitous to see unit- 
ed, should not marry under a twelvemonth 
to come-. At the expiration of that term, 
a 3 Signer 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



342 H 18 TOST OV 

SigQor L. hoped to have finished his nego- 
tiations at the British oourt^ when he 
should, of course carry over to Italy with 
him his niece, and the^marriage was then Uy 
be celebrated* 

The young couple had signified to their 
friends their mutual approbation of each 
other. The young lady, particularly, was 
pleased with her elected husband ; but the 
youDg lord, having no prepossessions in any 
other woman's favour, gave into the will of 
his friends, rather as having no objection, 
than a voluntary preference ; and now, hav- 
ing an opportunity of seeing a woman more 
lovely in person, and who was superior to 
most of her years and sex in the qualities of 
her mind, fell desperately in love with Misa 
Beaumont. 

She could not but observe, from his par- 
ticular assiduities, his passion for her, but 
studiously avoided giving him an opportu- 
nlty to declare himself. At last, however, 
he found one, and then he opened his heart, 

and^ 
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apd, in the most ardent manner, besought 
her to encourage his honourable love; 

She utterly rejected bis suit. He was not 
convinced by her generous reasonings. He 
iovcd her the more for them. Perplexed 
wbat to do^ because shcf was loth to give 
-pain tti';the family she deservedly loved, by 
revealing the matter to them, she at last re- 
solved to leave Italy, land return to her na- 
tive country. 

She signified her intention to Signora Ca- 
therina,. desiring her to acquaint the Coun- 
tess and Lady Philippa with it. They were 
greatly surprised. The young lady ran to 
her unbidden, and on her knees, with tears, 
besought her to take pity on her disciple. 
The Countess and Signora Catherina expose 
tulated with her. JThey brought the Count 
himself to request her not to leave them, 
and that she would give them the reason for 
a resolution so unexpected. 

The young lord, and he only of the fa* 
mily, knew the reason ; but though ex- 
1 , tremely * 
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tremety affected at her resdution, coald bo( 
promise her to remove the occasion ; on the 
contrary, he told her he would follow her to 
the world*8 end. 

Thus pressed, and even charged with 
cmelty by the ladies — thu& threatened by 
the young- nobleman — she thought it best to 
reveal to the Countess and Lady Catherina 
the whole afiair. 

She did. They were grieved; but the 
Oountess generously declared, that were it 
not for their family views of losg st^mding, 
she knew not the young woman whom she 
couM with so much pleasure embrace as her 
daughter. 

The good kdy insisted upon her leave to 
break the afiair to the County one of the 
most prudent of men, to which, upga con- 
dition that no violent measures should be 
taken with the young lord, Miss Beaumont 
consented. 

The Count took the matter right, and, 
like a good and wise man, though grieved 

that 
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that this passion of his son for Miss Beair- 
inont was IS^ely to make him indifferent to 
a young lady who wanted no merit, and wha 
openly acknowledged her approbation of 
him, applauded highly Miss Beaumont's ge- 
nerous and prudent conduct on the occasion. 
He begged that she would not think of 
Jeaving them« A passion, he said, founded 
in so much merit was not an illaudable 
one. He hardly knew how ta blame his son i 
'^ — he was culpable in nothing, but that he 
.had given way to it,, knowing the &mily 
views, and having spontaneously given into 
them before he saw Miss Beaumont. Such 
a passion was not to be opposed, he added^ 
by severe or harsh measures. And they aU 
three declared, that if she would not aban- 
don them, they would leave it to herpru- 
:dence and generosity, since she knew their 
views and engagements,, to act vnth the 
youn^ lord as occasions arose, in order ta 
cure him of his passion, and direct it to their 
wishes. 

This 
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This wa8 a great and worthy confidence^ 
She acquainted the ladies, and they the 
Qiunti (and Signora Philippa was let into 
the seci^t,) with every step she took in thia 
arduous afiair. They, on their parts, chang- 
ed not either their looks or behaviour to 
him, but rather pitied him, and allowed in> 
thdr hearts of the worthiness of his attach- 
ment. Opposition is the fuel of love. This 
prudent conduct of theirs added not that 
fuel to his flame. 

Miss Beaumont behaved gently, yet frank* 
Ly, to him, whenever she could not avoid 
seemg him. He saw her denial was owing 
to principle, and not either to affectatk>n or 
petulance, this made him patient of being 
reasoned with* He was sent to reside at 
Rome for a- fewmontiis> in order, by de- 
grees, to find' occasions for longer absences ; 
but he would not consent to go^ or to quit 
Florence, till he bad engaged Miss Beau- 
mont to correspond with him by letter, 
which, the Count and Countess, on her ao- 

quwiting; 



Digitized b'y 



Google 



MRS. BBAUMONT. 347 

quainting them with the condition he in- 
sisted on, advised her to yield to, expressing 
again their entire reliance on her prudence, 
and consenting, at her request, to see all she 
wrote, though she thought it but honourable 
to the young gentleman, whose letters can 
in the highest style of love, to desire to be 
excused shewing them his, giving her rea- 
sons frankly for this stipulation, highly to 
their approbation. 

I have been favoured with the «igbt of 
the letters which passed in this correspon- 
dence. What generous, what noble ones, 
are her's ! She turned, by her charming 
reasonings^ his love of her person into an 
admiration of her still more beautiful mind. 
So much as was added to the intellectual, 
and taken from the persond love was of ad« 
vantage. And at last (supposkig all this 
time, that neither the young lady nor his 
own family knew of his passion for Miss 
Beaumont, and finding her absolutely in- 
flexible) he yielded to her friendly advice 

and 
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and expostulations, and Signora de L. being' 
brought over by her uncle, married her, to 
the inexpressible joy of the friends on both 
«ides. Nor was it a little owing to her ge- 
nerous influence over the young husband, 
who was choleric, as the lady was humour- 
some, and when not humoured, sullen, that 
-they lived together not unhappily ^ 
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